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FOREWORD

BY THE EARL OF YARBOROUGH, P.C.
LORD LIEUTENANT OF LINCOLNSHIRE

Regiment of Foot, was formed nearly two hundred and

fifty years ago, when King James II was on the Throne,
and has seen service in all parts of the world as testified by its
long list of Battle Honours ; its gallant deeds in times past have
been fully recorded in the ““ History of the Lincolnshire Regi-
ment,” by Mr. Albert Lee, published in 1911.

It has been specially favoured in having had for many years
Major-General C.R. Simpson as its Colonel. ~He has always
taken the greatest interest in every battalion of the Regiment
and visits them at intervals wherever they may be stationed.
Four years ago he travelled to India to visit the 2nd Battalion
then serving at Lucknow, and in 1930 the 1st Battalion in Gibral-
tar. It would be impossible to find anyone more fitted than
General Simpson to edit the record of the Regiment’s splendid
achievements in the Great War and I am sure all who read the
volume will appreciate the manner in which it is written and the
maps, numbering more than 40, which have been drawn by
himself, while the excellent illustrations are the work of his
talented son, Charles Simpson, R.I.

To my mind it is an interesting fact about the Lincolnshire
Regiment in the late War, that eight of the ten battalions which
fought in France and Gallipoli, namely the 4th, sth, 2/4th,
2 /5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and roth, were all raised in the County.
Further, the 1st and 2nd Battalions were recruited in the County
and their heavy losses made good from the County. I should
mention too that the jrd Battalion under Colonel King-Fane
did most valuable work in training and sending out reinforce-
ments.

Another very interesting and significant fact brought to light
in the Great War is, that notwithstanding units being redupli-
cated over and over again, they all appeared to inherit the
esprit de corps of their Regiments and fully acted up to the
tradition of the Regiment of which they formed part.

The fine traditions of the Regiment are being maintained.
Four years ago the 2nd Battalion then serving in India was
inspected by F.M. Sir William Birdwood, the Commander-in-
Chief in India ; he wrote to inform me of the high state of
efficiency of the battalion and he added :

“1 was inspectitig it 2 short while before they held their annual
Sobraon Day and in consequence I was able to see 4 reheassal of their
parade for T'rooping of the Colour. There was a very large proportion
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FOREWORD

of young soldiers in the battalion, yet I can say honestly I have never
seen a parade carried out better in every respect. The young soldiers
stood like rocks and evidently have every intention of upholding the
tradition of the Lincolnshire Regiment.”

The battalion was commanded at that time by Lt.-Colonel
A.B. Johnson, D.S.O.

It is satisfactory that this book is to be published at a price
which will make it available for all who served in the regiment
or are interested in it. Those who read it will be able to form
some idea of the magnitude of the work which General Simpson
has undertaken and which has occupied four years to complete.
By his self-imposed task he has earned the gratitude not only
of the Regiment he loves so well, but of the whole County of
Lincoln.

YARBOROUGH.
Brocklesby Park,
November, 1931.

Note.—More recently, General Sir Alexander Godley, Governor and Commander-in-
Chief of beral.tar, in a letter to Major-General Simpson, expressed in the warmest
terms his appreciation of the character and efficiency of the 1st Battalion, and his regret
at their departure, when they left Gibraltar for Shanghai, in October, r931.
Nowember, 1931. CRS.
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BATTLE HONOURS

OF THE

LINCOLNSHIRE REGIMENT
The Sphinx, superscribed * Egypt.”

“ BLENHEIM,” “RAMILLIES,” “OUDENARDE,”
“MALPLAQUET,” “PENINSULA,” “SOBRAON,”
“ MOOLTAN,” “ GOOJERAT,” “ PUNJAUB,” “ LUCK-
NOW,” “ATBARA,” “KHARTOUM,” “PAARDE-
BERG,” “ SOUTH AFRICA, 1900-02.”

The Great War—19 Battalions.—' MIONS,” “ Le Cateau,”
“ Retreat from Mons,” “ MARNE, 1914,” * Aisne, 1914,
’18,” ““La Bassée, 1914, “ MESSINES, 1914, 17, '18,”
“ Armentitres, 1914," “YPRES, 1914, '15, ’17,” * Nonne
Bosschen,” “ NEUVE CHAPELLE,” ‘ Gravenstafel,” * St.
Julien,” * Frezenberg,” “ Bellewaarde,” *“ Aubers,” *“ LOOS,”
“SOMME, 1916, '18,” ‘““ Albert, 1916, '18,” ‘‘ Bazentin,”
“ Delville Wood,” “ Poziéres,” ‘‘ Flers-Courcelette,” ‘‘ Mor-
val,” * Thiepval,” * Ancre, 1916, ’18,” ‘‘ Arras, 1917, ’18,”
“ Scarpe, 1917, ’18,” ‘ Arleux,” ‘‘ Pilckem,” * Langemarck,
1917,” ““ Menin Road,” “ Polygon Wood,” ‘ Broodseinde,”
‘“ Poelcapelle,” =~ “ Passchendaele,” ‘‘ Cambrai, 1917, ’18,”
“St. Quentin,” ‘‘ Bapaume, 1918,” “LYS,” ‘ Estaires,”
“ Bailleul,” “ Kemmel,” ‘ Amiens,” * Drocourt-Quéant,”
“HINDENBURG LINE,” “ Epéhy,” ‘ Canal du. Nord,”
“St. Quentin Canal,” “ Beaurevoir,” “ Selle,” * Sambre,”
“ France and Flanders, 1914~18,” “ SUVLA,” “ Landing at
Suvla,” ““ Scimitar Hill,” “ Gallipoli, 1915,” “ Egypt, 1916.”

The Battle Honours, in the list above, from “BLENHEIM” to “SOUTH
AFRICA™ are emblazoned on the ““ Regimental Colour.”

Ten of the Battle Honours in the Great War are printed-in capital letters in the list.
They are emblazoned on the “ King’s Colour.”

They were recommended for that distinction to the Army Council for submission to
His Majesty the King, by a regimental committee, on which each of the battalions

which helped to earn them was represented.

November, 1931. C.R.S.
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EDITOR'S PREFACE

f I ‘HIS chronicle of the share which part of the Nation,
connected by its title with the County of Lincolnshire,
took in the Great War, has been compiled, prin-

cipally, from the War Diaries of battalions in the field, in
circumstances always unfavourable to literary composition, and
sometimes in conditions which were almost unbearable. It
has been supplemented by the notes of officers who read the
draft as it was written as well as by reference to despatches,
official and other records.

-To the survivors of those who personally took part in the
operations described, it will recall to memory the scenes in
which they were actors, and the comrades with whom they
served. To other readers it may, it is hoped, act as a reminder,
if a reminder be necessary, of the self-sacrifice, the sense of
duty to country, of the many men of all classes and all ages
from youth to middle-age, who left their ordinary occupations
in civil life to bear arms in defence of their country, and to the
relatives of those who fell; as a memorial.

The connection of the Tenth Regiment of Foot, raised in
1685, with the County of Lincolnshire commenced in 1782.
The more intimate connection of the Regiment with the County,
in 1881, when the 1oth (North Lincolnshire) Regiment became
the Lincolnshire Regiment, and was consummated when the
County, as a county, was represented in the Great War, not
only by the Lincolnshire Yeomanry, but by the battalions of
infantry which bore its name and contributed nearly nine
thousand names to the Roll of Honour in Lincoln Cathedral.

The grateful thanks of all who read this volume are due to
the subscribers, principally in the County, led by the Earl of
Yarborough, whose help made possible the compilation of this
work.

My personal thanks are due to the many friends who assisted
by their comments on narratives of operations in which they
fought, and especially to members of the committee, to Brigadier
F.G. Spring, C.M.G., D.S.0., who acted as Treasurer from
October, 1927, until his departure to take up a command in
India; to Lt.-Colonels FitzG. Cox and F.W. Greatwood,
D.S.0., who read and checked the whole of the MS. ; Lt.-
Colonel Greatwood succeeded Brigadier Spring as Treasurer ;
and to Captain Crick, M.C., Secretary to the local committee
in Lincoln.

November, 1931. C. R. Simpson.
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MOBILISATION [auG., 1914
I

I9I14—MOBILISATION OF THE LINCOLNSHIRE REGIMENT

bered five battalions, 1.e., 1st and 2nd Regular, 3rd Special
Reserve (formerly Militia) and 4th and sth Territorials.

The 1st ‘Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel W.E.B. Smith command-
ing) was stationed at Portsmouth, forming part of the gth
Infantry Brigade, jrd Division : ‘the battalion was brigaded
with 1st Northumberland Fusiliers, 4th Royal Fusiliers and 1st
Royal Scots Fusiliers. The gth' Infantry Brigade was com-
manded by Brigadier-General F.C. Shaw, the 3rd Division by
Major-General Hubert Hamilton. '

The 2nd Battalion in Bermuda was under the command of
Lieut.-Colonel G.B. McAndrew.

The 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel W.V.R.
Fane commanding) had its Headquarters at Lincoln.. The
depot of the Regiment, also at Lincoln, was commanded by
Major L. Edwards, who however was ordered on the 4th August
on duty to York, and handed over to Captain R.H. Johnston.
Colonel Ivatt took command from the 11th August.

The 4th and gth (Territorial) Battalions had their Head-
quarters respectively at the Drill Hall, Lincoln, and the Infantry
Drill Hall, Grimsby. Lieut. _Colonel JW. Jessop commanded
the 4th, and Lieut.-Colonel T.E. Sandall the sth.

At 6 p.m. on the 4th the 1st Battalion received orders to mobi-
lise. The ranks contained a large proportion of young soldiers
whose service ranged from a few weeks to two years. The per-
centage of old soldiers was very small, the strength of the
battalion being twenty-four officers and six hundred and seventy-
‘three other ranks. -

On the 8th August five hundred and forty—three mobilised
reservists joined from the depot at Lincoln, where they had
already been fitted out with clothing and equipment. Several
days were then spent in strenuous training for service overseas.
By the 12th August mobilisation was finally completed,! and
all insufficiently trained men, with those earmarked as reinforce-
ments, or as cadres of new battalions, were despatched to join
the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion. - One officer and one hundred other
ranks were detailed as first re1nforcements, fit and ready to pro-
ceed overseas at a moment’s notice. 'They were to remain in
barracks at Portsmouth after the departure of the battalion until
further orders.

THE Lincolnshire Regiment at the outbreak of war num-

1The mobilisation of the Territorial Battalions and raising of the Service Battalions
of the Regiment will be described later.
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HISTORY OF THE LINCOLNSHIRE REGIMENT

One of the outstanding achievements of the War Office and
the Army generally, was the secrecy maintained as to the date of
embarkation and transport of the British Expeditionary Force to
France. 'The C.O.s and Adjutants of battalions were the only
officers who knew the dates of embarkation, and it was not until
after § p.m. on the 12th August that Colonel Smith was permitted
to tell his officers that they were to embark on the following day.

At 6.15 a.m. on the 13th August the right-half battalion of
the 1st Lincolnshire marched out of Victoria Barracks, Ports-
mouth, to the Town Station and entrained for Southampton. An
hour later, the left-half battalion followed. At Southampton
the battalion® went aboard the S.S. “ Norman ” : the regimental
transport, however, embarked on the S.S. *“ Italian Prince.”

Darkness had fallen when the vessels put out to sea. Standing
on the deck, watching the lights of England disappear in the
distance, officers and men were alike ignorant of their destination.

Land lights were seen at about 1 a.m. on the 14th. By 2.30
a.m. the ““ Norman ” had berthed in the docks and soon the word
passed that this was Havre : the Battalion was toland on French soil.

Disembarkation began immediately. Companies were formed
up in a large shed, at one end of which was a steaming portable
boiler, from which a French civilian served coffee to the men as
they filed past, canteen in hand ready to receive it.

A single French soldier—a sentry near the shed—in the
typical uniform of 1914—blue and red peaked cap, blue overcoat
and red baggy trousers—excited the curiosity of those men who
had never seen a French infantryman before, but soon they were
to become close comrades.

At 10 o'clock the battalion marched from the docks through
the town of Havyre, up the hill past historic Harfleur, to a con-
centration camp on the plateau. The mist had cleared away
and a semi-tropical sun beat down upon the men who, with their
packs and equipment, had a gruelling march of six miles over
rough roads. Eventually they reached the plateau, where the
battalion sheltered in an orchard. It received tents late in the
evening.

The night of 14th /1 5th was uncomfortable, a violent thunder-
storm breaking over the camp. Rain fell almost incessantly
throughout the 15th, but at 9 p.m. the battalion paraded and
marched to Havre railway station, and there entrained for an
unknown destination,

The followéng officers of the 1st Battalion Lincolnshire Regi-
ment landed in France with it : Lieut.-Colonel W.E.B. Smith
Majors C. Toogood and D.H.F. Grant ; Captains F.W. Greati
wood, H.C.W. Hoskynst, H.E. Dawsont, F.C. Rose, Captain

1 Strength twenty-seven officers and nine hundred and seventy-one other ranks,
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MONS [AUG. 23RD, 1914

and Adjutant R.E. Drakef, G.K. Butt, G.M. Ellison ; Lieu-
tenants AW.P. Peddie}, L.M. Bullert, C.C. Holmest, B.].
Thruston, E.L. Welchmant ; 2nd Lieutenants A.E.C. Bainest,
E.W. Wales, C. Hutchinson, R.FitzR.B. Herapatht, A.P. Snell,
W.M. Robertsont, R.W. Cave-Orme, E. Barnes}, H. Marshall,
and Lieut. and Quartermaster F.W. Masters, who served with
the battalion to the end of the War. Lieutenant Trist, Officers’
Training Corps, attached to the battalion, went to France with
it. 'The following joined the battalion in France soon after :
Majors C.C.L. Barlowt, L. Edwardst ; Captains H.M.C. Orr,
R.H. Johnston, L.deO. Tollemachet, J.D.D. Wickhamt,
E.J.deC. Boys ; Lieutenant J.H. Blackwood. The following
joined from the retired list : Captains C.G. Lyall}, R.N. Kingt,
J.N. Phillipst, and Tatchell. :

II
THE BATTLE OF MONS ! 23RD AUGUST, 19I4

The unknown destination of the 1st Lincolnshire was
Landrecies, a village at the southern extremity of the Forét de
Mormal, in the neighbourhood of which the British Expedi-
tionary Force concentrated before moving to the position allotted
to it on the left flank of the Fifth French Army.

After a tumultuous welcome all along the line from kindly
French people, who at each halt bestowed gifts of chocolate,
flowers, handkerchiefs and other articles upon the troops (for
which cap badges, shoulder plates and even buttons were given
as souvenirs), the train carrying gth Infantry Brigade Head-
quarters and the 1st Lincolnshire reached Landrecies at about
8 p.m. on the 16th. The battalion, on detrainment, billeted in
Dupleix Barracks in the town. Other units of the gth Brigade
arrived later, but on the following morning all marched out and
took up somewhat crowded quarters in Noyelles, about six miles
north-east of Landrecies, the 3rd Division having been ordered
to concentrate in the area Marbaix, Taisnieres, Noyelles.

The area allotted to the British Expeditionary Force for con-
centration before taking up its position on the left of the Fifth
French Army was roughly between Le Cateau and Maubeuge,
and east of the Forét de Mormal.

On the 18th and 19th, troops route marched, and on the
following day the 1st Lincolnshire moved to billets in Leval.

NoTe.—The sign T after a name signifies that the officer was killed in action or died
of wounds.
5



HISTORY OF THE LINCOLNSHIRE REGIMENT

On 20th August, concentration was practically complete, and
at nightfall G.H.Q. issued orders for the movement northwards
to begin the next day : the move was to occupy three days. The
object of the advance ordered for the 21st was, in furtherance
of General Joffre’s plan, for the British Expeditionary Force, and
the French Fifth Army (Lanrezac) to hold in check German
armies advancing from the Meuse, and gain time for the attack
of the French Third and Fourth Armies, on the German centre,
to become effective. The general situation on the 21st, how-
ever, was : The French First and Second Armies (French right)
were retiring, Third and Fourth had had a serious reverse, and
the Fifth was in a salient, formed by the Sambre and the Meuse,
and about to be attacked by the Germans. (Official History,
Vol. I, pp. 38—41.)

The general situation on the night of the 20th, on the left of
the Allied line, was briefly as follows : the Fifth French Army
was concentrated on the right of the British Expeditionary Force,
ready also to move north. The German First Army that day
had entered Brussels : the main Belgian Army had retired into
Antwerp, and the enemy had approached within range of
Namur. ‘

When “ reveille ” sounded on the morning of 21st August,
there was a heavy ground mist, foreshadowing a warm day.
Very early the cavalry moved northwards towards Villers—St.
Ghislain, south-east of Mons. The II. Corps followed to the
line west of the fortress of Maubeuge, the 3rd Division on the
right to the line Bettignies—Feignies—La Longueville, the sth
Division on the left to the line Houdain-St, Waast-Gommegnies.

Arrived at their destination, the leading brigades of the 3rd
and sth Divisions were ordered to throw out outposts. Orders
from gth Infantry Brigade Headquarters to Colonel Smith (O.C.
1st Lincolnshire) stated : * You will find outposts to-day on the
general line of the Goegnies—Bray road from the Mons—~Mau-
beuge railway to Riez de I'Erelle, both inclusive, connecting
with the outposts of the 8th and 13th Brigades respectively on
your flanks.” =~ ‘

The Lincolnshire were given that portion of the outpost line
which lay upon the borders of and overlooked the battlefield of
Malplaquet, where, in September 1709, the 10th Foot (Lincoln-~
shire) formed part of the force under Marlborough which beat
the French commanded by Marshals Villiers and Bouffers. It
was in the wood of Taisniéres that the “ 1oth ” fiercely attacked
the Frenchmen and helped to win what Marlborough described
as a “ very murdering battle.”

At 4 a.m. on 22nd orders were issued from Brigade Head-

quarters to continue the march northwards, The gth Brigade
¢ .
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was to march to Frameries in the general move forward on Mons,
the 3rd Division having been ordered to occupy the area
Nimy-Ghlin—Frameries—Spiennes, and the sth Division -the
line of the Mons Canal from Jemappes westward to Bois de
Boussu.

But contact with the enemy had already been obtained for
at dawn officer patrols of the 4th Dragoon Guards, pushed out
from Obourg towards Soignies, had encountered a German
piquet on the road and had fired on it : this was the first shot
in the war fired by the British in France and Flanders. Later,
another small action took place between a troop of the same
regiment and German cavalry moving south along the road from
Soignies towards IVlons, Finally, at 10 a.m., two squadrons of
the Scots Greys (sth Cavalry Brigade), holding the bridges over
the Samme at Binche and Péronnes, came into contact with a
German detachment of all arms. Consequent on the latter
engagement the 3rd Division took up a first outpost line from
Givry, north-west, to the outskirts of Mons, this line, during the
afternoon, being thrown forward through Villers—St. Ghislain,
St. Symphorien, the bridge at Obourg and the bridge at Lock
‘to Nimy : the 8th Infantry Brigade was on the right of the line ;
the gth Brigade on the left and the 7th Brigade in reserve five
miles in rear at Frameries and Ciply.

It was somewhere about 7 a.m, when the 1st Lincolnshire
set out along the Blaregnies—Frameries road, from Riez de
IErelle. They had been about an hour on the way when the
Obelisk which marks the site of the Battle of Malplaquet came
into view and there were cheers from the ranks as the battalion
passed. At about 10 a.m., the Lincolnshire marched into
Frameries with the remainder of the column. Streets gaily
decorated with the flags of the allied nations, frantic shouts of
welcome from the populace, gifts of fruit and other eatables,
tobacco and cigarettes, matches and even handkerchiefs and
towels, greeted the long line of khaki troops as they entered and
marched through the town, for although originally the Brigade
had been ordered to halt in Frameries, the situation necessitated
the taking up of a line along the Mons—Condé Canal from Nimy
to Mariette, both inclusive to the gth Brigade.

The 4th Royal Fusiliers, 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers and the 1st
Northumberland Fusiliers (less two companies) accordingly
marched on and took over the line from Nimy to and includ-
ing Mariette! : 9th Brigade Headquarters, two companies
Northumberland Fusiliers, 1st Lincolnshire, Transport ““B,”
23rd Brigade R.F.A., and ammunition column, however, moved
to Cuesmes, in reserve.

11In that order from right to left.
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The latter village was reached about noon and the troops were
drawn up in the Grand Place, where they remained, feted by the
inhabitants, until the evening, when they went into billets* It
was in Cuesmes that Captain Ellison of the Lincolnshire fired
the first shot by the Regiment in the war, at a German aeroplane
which flew over the village.

The situation was now rapidly developing : during the after-
noon information was circulated in Brigade Orders that heavy
infantry columns of the enemy were reported advancing due south
on Mons, and the Condé~Mons Canal was fixed as the line of
resistance. 'The outposts dug hard and established themselves,
but they were told that if attacked they would not be reinforced
from Cuesmes. 'The 4th Royal Fusiliers, if compelled to retire,
would do so to a position in rear of the Lincolnshire, who,
with the two companies of Northumberland Fusiliers not in the
front line, were to move out of Cuesmes and take up a position
on the Cuesmes—Mons road,

Aerial reconnaissance during the afternoon, in the direction
of Charleroi, resulted in the discovery that two German Corps
were attacking the Fifth French Army on the line of the Sambre,
and later G.H.Q. received the grave news that the French centre
had been driven back and had retired from five to ten miles south
of the river, The retirement of the French left the British on
the Mons Canal some nine miles ahead of the main French line.

In the evening, Sir John French held a conference at Le
Cateau, at the close of which he announced that owing to the
retreat of the Fifth French Army, the British offensive would not
take place. At about 11 p.m., a French staff officer brought a
request from General Lanrezac (commanding the Fifth French
Army) to Sir John, asking the latter to attack the flank of the
German columns which were pressing the Fifth French Army
back from the Sambre. Sir John could not accede, but agreed
to remain in his position on the canal for twenty-four hours.
The 1. Corps was thereupon ordered to take over that portion
of the outpost line of the II. Corps which lay east of Mons,
and the 2nd Division began to move up at 3 a.m. on the 23rd
for that purpose, but was too late to relieve the II. Corps
before fighting began.

The night of the 22nd

23rd A t ‘
and in the mornin [23rd August passed quietly enough,

g the troops in Cuesmes were permitted to
walk about the town. It was Sunday morning and most of the
1nhab1tant§ were out in the streets fraternising with the troops,
or on their way to Mass. But these amenities were of short

1 A rather picturesque incident was afforded b i i
convent, who proffered and did many kindly vhers o the meagom the nelghbousing

; : : services for the men and
of them with small pieces of ribbon of the Belgian national colours for ggziieﬁxt;s}g e
8 : B
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duration, for already at several points contact had been obtained
with the enemy, though the first encounters were with hostile
mounted patrols.

By 9 a.m. German infantry were advancing on the 4th
Middlesex (8th Brigade), west of the canal at Obourg, and
gradually hostile movement spread around the curve of the
salient from Obourg to Nimy. At the latter point the Germans
came on in massed formation and were shot down in dozens by
the 4th Royal Fusiliers. Both these battalions had received
orders to offer “a stubborn resistance,” which they proceeded
to do right well, their machine-gun and rifle-fire taking heavy
toll of the enemy. As the southward wheel of von Kluck’s
Army progressed the attack spread gradually westwards along
the canal towards Condé. :

In Cuesmes fraternising with the civilians had given way to
action on the part of the troops in reserve. Mounted military
police had during the morning galloped through the streets
shouting “ all troops back to billets,” and ere long every man had
“fallen in” outside his billet fully equipped and ready to move
off.

The Lincolnshire, in accordance with orders, marched off
rapidly for a distance of three miles through cobbled streets along
the road to Mons. They took up their position astride a long
straight avenue which ran northwards to the centre of the town.
Here they set to work to build barricades. Four were erected
across the avenue at intervals of one hundred yards. Paving stones
were pulled up, trees sawn down and placed across the road and
with the help of piles of logs and iron piping lying by the road-
side, effective obstacles were erected. In this the Lincolnshire
were assisted by some civilians amongst whom was a girl who
worked like a Trojan.

‘The barricades were held by D Company, and the machine-
gunners. C Company, on the right, held the byways in an
enclosed area ; A Company dug trenches across some open
ground to the left which permitted a field of fire of about two
hundred yards : at this distance from their front a row of houses
to the north obstructed any further view. B Company was in
support. In these positions the 1st Lincolnshire awaited the
development of the German attack.

It is interesting to note how, as the southward wheel of von
Kluck’s army progressed, the attack spread gradually westward
alone the line of the Canal. By 9 a.m. it was pressing on to
engage the Middlesex at Obourg ; at 10 a.m. from Obourg the
attack had spread to Nimy and gradually round the salient ; at
11 a.m. the Royal Scots Fusiliers at Jemappes, two miles west
of Mons, were engaged, and at Mariette, three and a half miles

9
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west of Mons, the two companies of Northumberland Fusiliers,
well and skilfully disposed, had first brought to a standstill, and
then driven back, the Germans as they pressed on to the Canal.

But for the present only the noise of bursting shells, the
barking of machine-guns and the rattle of musketry reached the
Lincolnshire, though these significant sounds increased in volume
and drew nearer.

About noon, the Middlesex at Obourg, under heavy pressure,
began to fall back westwards, first through Bois d’Havre and
later to the northern slopes of Bois La Haut. At 2 p.m., the
Royal Fusiliers at Nimy had, under orders, retired on Mons,
and after reforming in the town, moved on again southwards to
Ciply, passing through the Lincolnshire, to whom-they gave
news of what had happened in the front line of the battle.

The Lincolnshire now prepared to meet the enemy. They
had not long to wait for presently German infantry swarmed
round the corner of a street into the avenue across which the
barricades had been erected. 'The order to fire was given im-
mediately and machine-gun and rifle bullets tore gaps in the ranks
of the enemy’s troops, who fell back and took cover in the houses,
where they in turn opened fire upon the Lincolnshire. The
latter sustained a few casualties, but the Germans, exhausted after
a hard day’s fighting, were in no mood to lose more men, and
turned westwards, leaving the barricades and the defenders
severely alone, to the disappointment of the latter, who had
eagerly anticipated their first fight. :

About 3 p.m,, the Royal Scots Fusiliers had fallen back
through Jemappes upon Frameries : followed between 4 p.m.
and § p.m. by the two companies of Northumberland Fusiliers
from Mariette.

In accordance with orders the centre of the line of the II.
‘Corps was in the process of withdrawing behind Mons when Sir
John French received grave news from the French Commander-
in-Chief : “ About § p.m., I received a most unexpected message
from General Joffre by telegraph telling me that at least three
German Corps, viz., a Reserve Corps,® the IV. Corps and the
IX. Corps were moving on my position in front and that the
IL. Corps was engaged in a turning movement from the
direction of Tournay. He also informed me that the two reserve
French divisions and the Fifth French Army on my right were
retiring, the Germans having on the previous day gained pos-
session of the passage of the Sambre between Charleroi and
Namur,”

Aena! recqnnaissancc having convinced Sir John of the danger
threatening his front and right flank, the British Commander-in-

! The German IIT, Corps.
IO
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Chief ordered a retirement at daybreak on the 24th to the
Maubeuge line.

In the meantime the Lincolnshire at 6 p.m. on the 23rd re-
ceived orders to withdraw from their positions on the Cuesmes—
Mons road, acting as rearguard to the 9th Brigade, the latter
having been ordered to retire on Frameries.

The battalion marched off in a south-easterly direction to
Mesvin, and having passed through the 1st Wilts, pushed on
to Nouvelles, acting for a time in support of the 8th Infantry
Brigade, the latter beating off a general attack between 7 and 8
p.m. Later, the Lincolnshire marched westward again through
Ciply to Frameries, where they took up a position in a large
orchard on a ridge overlooking the road from Jemappes and
Quaregnon. Here the men were soon busy with their entrench-
ing tools throwing up cover and providing overhead protection
in case of attack. By the time we got to our position in the
orchard, the men were tired, but the company officers and
n.c.o.s were indefatigable in their efforts to ensure that the
position was well and deeply dug, etc. : well that they were.
'The importance of this was to be proved on the morrow.

 The Battle of Mons was over, in the words of the Official

History of the war: ‘ Altogether the British Commanders
were not ill satisfied with the day’s work. The unsatisfactory
positions on the Canal had been imposed upon them
fortuitously, but they had been held for a sufficient time and
had been evacuated without great difficulty or disaster in favour
of a second position only a mile or two in the rear. The
meh, too, were in high spirits, for they had met superior
numbers of the most highly renowned army in the world and
had given a good account of themselves.”* . '

ITI
THE RETREAT FROM MONS

The night of the 23rd/24th August passed without serious
disturbance of any kind from the enemy. At dawn on the 24th
the British Expeditionary Force occupied a line facing roughly
north-east, seventeen miles long, with the centre three miles
south of Mons. The intention of Sir John French “ to make
a general retreat southwards of about eight miles ” was com-
municated to the Commanders of the I. and II. Corps during

1 The British casualties on 23rd August number just over sixteen hundred all ranks,
killed, wounded and missing.

II
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the small hours of the morning of the 24th. (Official History,
Vol. I, pp. 87-88 ; see also p. 90).

The 3rd Division lay as follows—from right to left—8th
Infantry Brigade at Nouvelles ; 7th at Ciply and the oth at
Frameries.

The 1st Lincolnshire arriving at the railway bridge at Fram-
eries about 10 p.m., was ordered to take over the northern edge
of Frameries from another battalion of the Brigade. It was pitch
dark, and nothing was visible of the front. 'The companies
(three) took over the lines held by the other battalion in turn

FRAMERIES

and at once began improving them, with their entrenching imple-
ments as best they could. The orchard in which the Lincoln-
shire took up a position lay at the north-western extremity of
Frameries. The position was by no means ideal, but possessed
some good features, both for concealment and defence. Two
sides of the orchard were held, at right angles facing north and
west, and a ditch along a paved road, in front of a factory built
of brick. ‘There were huge mounds of slag in front of us, as it
was a mining district.! A detached post in front of the line was
held by Lieutenant Buller and a platoon. It was in close contact
vsf11t1};I t};e Germans.  As soon as it was light the enemy opened

uch of the country south of the Mons~Conde Canal is a mining distri d the
zr;; gf}(iltil ;0:;:11 ng :i.ve miles to the west of the Mons~Frameries road is pric(tiilj:rlll;t:);: large
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with his artillery, probably about 4 a.m. ‘The piquet came in,
and one of them reported that Lieutenant Buller was hit. 'The
shell-fire now became very heavy—shells bursting on the paved
road and destroying the factory behind it. It became so hot
in this ditch from the burning house that the men in it were
withdrawn to the orchard. B Company held the side of the
orchard at right angles to the front, and suffered many casualties
from enfilade fire as the German attack progressed. The
company, commanded by Captain Rose, * hung on with the
greatest determination and pluck, and stuck it out to the end.”
(Lieut~Colonel Smirh.)

From the left of the orchard there was a steep slope downwards
towards the north-west for a distance of some six hundred yards
to a cornfield several acres in extent in which rows of wheat
stooks had been left. Small groups of Germans of froin six to eight
men tried to advance by working from stook to stook ; but these
gave no protection against the well-sustained and accurate fire of
the Lincolnshire, and so terrible was the execution inflicted on the
enemy that, unable to make headway, he abandoned the attempt.

‘It was undoubtedly the steady and accurate fire of the Lin-
colnshire which enabled them to maintain their position. The
Germans seemed quite nonplussed. They no doubt expected
to get close up to our position without serious loss and then rush
it.  The enemy also probably exaggerated the effect of the in-
tense shell-fire, which our night-long preparations had seriously
discounted.

‘““ Whilst in action our machine-guns did great execution ; but
in such a cramped position it was inevitable that they should be
quickly located and knocked out. They were fought to the last
by Lieutenant Holmes, a most gallant and capable officer, whose
death was a very serious loss to the battalion. Private Stroulger
very gallantly drove his machine-gun limber close up to the
position and took away some of the wounded. He was later
awarded the D.C.M.” (W7.E.B. Smith.)

The South Lancashire who were acting as rearguard to the
7th Brigade (as the 1st Lincolnshire were to the gth) were also
attacked ; but together the two battalions held up the advance
of the enemy, and covered the withdrawal of the two brigades to
Genly. Finally, after some three or four hours’ fighting, the
enemy broke off the attack. The Lincolnshire, still acting as rear-
guard to the 9th Brigade, withdrew in a south-westerly direction.

The casualties of the 1st Lincolnshire on the 23rd and 24th
August numbered four officers and one hundred and thirty other
ranks.! It was impossible to evacuate the severely wounded,

1Lieutenants L.M. Buller and E.H. Welchman were killed, Captain F.C. Rose was
wounded and Lieutenant C.C. Holmes wounded and died of wounds on 26th August, r9r4.

13
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and these, with practically all the stretcher-bearers, who gallantly
carried their wounded to the Convent in Frameries after the
battalion had withdrawn, fell into the hands of the enemy : only
the walking cases got away. _ .

- But this action was so greatly to the credit of the British
troops that it is worth while quoting from German extracts of the
fighting as given in the Official (Military) history of the war (V ol.
I pp. 92—93). ‘The attack on the Lincolnshire and South
Lancashire was made by a whole German division—the 6th of
the III. Corps. :

The historian of the 24th (Brandenburg) Regiment states that
the assault was prepared by artillery fire : * A continuous stream
of gun and howitzer shells thundered out, hurtling over our heads
and bursting in smoke and dust on the edge of the village. No
human being could possibly live there. At 77 a.m., six companies
of the regiment! advanced to the attack. ... If we thought that
the English had been shelled enough to be storm-ripe we were
greatly mistaken, They met us with well-aimed fire.,” The
historian of the Regiment was with a reserve company and the
latter was sent forward. As it reached the firing line the men
shouted “ Vorwarts | ”’ expecting to carry the firing line with
them, but : “‘ there were only dead and wounded to be seen.
Tommy seems to have waited for the moment of assault, and
when we were well into the open he turned his machine-gun on.”
The Germans mistook the rapid fire of the British infantry
for machine-gun fire.

At last, when the enemy did enter Frameries, they found the
defenders had vanished : “ Up to all the tricks of the trade from
their experience of small wars, the English veterans brilliantly
understood how to slip off at the last moment.”” The enemy’s
casualties were exceptionally heavy, all German accounts agreeing
on this point,

With faces blackened by the smoke from bursting shells and
their own rifle-fire, utterly tired out but undaunted, the Lincoln-~
shire retired from Frameries, taking the road towards Eugies.
Along dusty lanes, and in a fierce heat, the battalion fell back for
about three miles and then halted in a field under cover of 2 wood.
The transport, with the cook’s cart carrying the day’s rations
and the few provisions left over from the last issue of rations on
the previous morning, had gone ahead.  The hungry troops were
given permission to eat their iron rations. The latter consisted
of one tin of “ bully beef,” eight biscuits, a piece of cheese and
a tin containing a small quantity of tea and sugar. 'To make
teia, however, was out of the question and water had to take its
place.

11n 1914 2 German infantry regiment consisted of three battalions. '
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It was during this halt that the C.O.,, Lieut.-Colonel Smith,
delivered to the battalion a message he had just received from
the Brigade Commander, in which the latter expressed his
appreciation of the splendid tenacity the Lincolnshire had dis-

I
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FRAMERIES

Plan of the position occupied at Frameries by the rst Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment
on the 23rd August, 19x4. The ten crosses on the plan indicate the positions of the graves
of officers and other ranks identified by Captains Masters and Stapleton, on the 1st
December, 1918.

played in maintaining their position, and his pride in having

such a battalion in his brigade. _
For about an hour, unmolested by the enemy, the Lincolnshire

rested, and then, still acting as rearguard to the gth Brigade,
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resumed the march. In order to * march light,” great coats
and packs were left behind : they had been terrible burdens in
the almost tropical heat. The Brigade was retiring on Sars-
la-Bruyere, via Eugies.

It was somewhere in the neighbourhood of 3 p.m. when the
3rd Division marched from the Genly—Sars-la-Bruyere position
for Bavai and to the villages to the south-west of that town.

The Lincolnshire, on resuming the march, passed through
Eugies, Sars-la-Bruyere and Bavai to Bermeries, nightfall finding
the battalion resting in a field near the village.

The Lincolnshire had marched roughly fourteen miles that
day—the 24th August—the first day of the Retreat : they had
had a stiff fight with the enemy, but dog-tired as they were, they
lay down in a deserted harvest field, with sheaves of oats un-
gathered about them, in the proud knowledge that they had done
their duty ; they had met the most highly-trained and renowned
troops in the world and had beaten them to a standstill : their
only troubles were want of sleep and food, More lucky than
some other units of the 3rd Division who, long after nightfall,
continued to pass the cross roads at Bavai to their allotted posi-
tions, the Lincolnshire had now the prospect of a few hours’
rest.

The ever-threatening outflanking movements of the enemy
convinced Sir John French that it was the enemy’s intention to
hem the B.E.F. against the fortress of Maubeuge (as indeed it
was) and surround it. A continuation of the retirement to the
neighbourhood of Le Cateau was, therefore, ordered, the with-
drawal to begin early next morning. The II. Corps was to
fall back west of the Forét de Mormal to the Le Cateau—Caudry-
Haucourt line, but the I. Corps (owing to the position occupied
by the B.E.F.) was obliged to move east of the forest.

_ Before the sun had risen on the 2 5th the troops were again on
the move. The Lincolnshire set out at 4.30 a.m., in a south-
westetly direction, with Inchy (on the Le Cateau—Cambrai road)
as their destination. The route given to the gth Brigade lay
through the villages of Gommegnies, Villereau, Le Quesnoy,
Neuville, Solesmes and Neuvilly : the 8th Brigade was on the
right of the gth and the 7th was acting as the rearguard of the

3rd Division : the sth Division was on the left of the 3rd—the

Roman Road, running in a south-westerly direction along the

western edges of the Forét de Mormal, having been allotted
to the Division for the retirement to the Le Cateau position.
Beyond the usual ten minutes’ halt at the end of every hour,
the troops had little rest. As the sun rose higher in the skies
their discomfort increased. They had had no food and very

little water. When the periodical halt took place near a weil
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there was a rush to fill water bottles, but only a few succeeded in
refilling before the time was up to move again.

Early in the day a German aeroplane—a Taube—appeared
above the Lincolnshire and immediate orders were issued to the
battalion to close in along the roadside and open rapid fire.
Like a wounded bird the Taube made off in a northerly direction,
but had not proceeded far when a British ’plane appeared and
gave chase. Intense excitement prevailed amongst the troops
as they saw the British machine mount higher and higher and
eventually get above the German. Then followed the sound of
rapid shots and the Taube turned south again flying directly over
the battalion but obviously coming down. It landed in a field
close to the Lincolnshire and its occupants, both badly wounded,
were made prisoners. ‘The wings and fuselage of the machine
were riddled with rifle bullets and the Lincolnshire thus shared
with the British aviator the honour of being amongst the first
British troops to bring down a German aeroplane.

The heat at midday was sweltering., ‘Those who felt it most
were the reservists, but the dusty roads were a trial to all.
Crowds of refugees, mostly women and children or aged men—
for all the young men had been called up to join the Armies of
France—carrying with them whatever of their worldly belong-
ings it was possible to get away, or trundling them along in
hand-carts or perambulators, obstructed the roads and had to
be side-tracked. Every conceivable kind of vehicle, farm carts,
wagons, dog-carts, even carriages filled with refugees fleeing
from the oncoming Germans, jostled each other in mad haste to
place distance between themselves and ““ Les Allemands.”

Between 4 and § p.m. a heavy thunderstorm burst and in a
few minutes everyone was drenched to the skin. At last, about
6 p.m., Inchy was sighted and the hungry foot-sore troops
entered the village fit to drop. Billets were small and over-
crowded, but in some the men found washing and drinking
water : that at least was a God-send. No one, however, was
permitted to undress, so that whatever rest was possible had to
be taken in wet clothes. The village was bare of food. -

The distance marched by the 1st Lincolnshire on the 25th
August was between fifteen and twenty miles.

" Under orders to continue the retreat at six o’clock the next
morning, those who were not detailed for outpost, guard, or
other duties, laid down to rest. About midnight, however, the
battalion was suddenly ordered to stand to arms.  T'wo platoons
under Lieutenant Thruston were sent to reinforce the outpost
line. British mounted troops passing through Inchy gave the
Lincolnshire news that the 7th Brigade—the rearguard of the
3rd Division—and cavalry had been engaged at Solesmes, whilst

(o] I7
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the I. Corps had also been attacked at Maroilles and Landrecies,
two villages on the south-eastern outskirts of the Forét de
Mormal. The enemy was close upon the heels of the British
Expeditionary Force.

IV
THE BATTLE OF LE CATEAU : 26TH AUGUST, 19I4

The 1st Lincolnshire, as already stated, reached Inchy between
6 and %7 p.m. on the 25th, and other units of the 3rd Division
also reached their billets about that time. But the rearguards of
the Division were retiring to the Le Cateau position far into the
night, and when at 2 a.m. on the 26th the G.O.C, Division
(Hubert Hamilton) was asked by Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien “ if
it was possible to get on the move during the hours of darkness,”
he replied that “ many units of the Division were only just coming
in and that he did not think that he could get them formed up
for retreat before 9 a.m.”  (Official History, Vol. 1.) General
Allenby also said his cavalry were much scattered and would be
unable to render much assistance in covering the retirement
next day. Sir Horace, therefore, reluctantly decided that he
must stand his ground and fight.

The Lincolnshire passed the night in crowded billets in the
village of Inchy. After many alarms the night passed and at
5 a.m. the battalion was formed up in the main street, and the
men were given a drink of tea and a piece of bread as they stood
in the ranks. Cavalry passed through. As soon as they had
gone the battalion marched out of the village and took up a line
to the south of it, *“ about halfway down an open slope about three
hundred metres from the village.”* The Brigade Commander
promised to send the brigade tool carts, and the battalion com-
menced digging at once. The 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers were
on the right, and the 2nd Royal Scots of the 8th Brigade on the
left of the Lincolnshire. The village of Inchy lay in a dip and
from our trench the whole of the long open slopes north of the
village down which the Germans had to advance was visible.
Behind us and at the top of the slope were some of our guns well
entrenched and concealed.

The German artillery began firing about 6.30 a.m., not very
heavily at first. Their infantry came over the opposite sky line,

_1 The description of the ground and the position taken up is from Colonel Toogood's
Diary. He was wounded before the retirement took place, whilst observing the Germans
through his field glasses.
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and down the open slope in extended lines. Our guns opened
on them with some effect. By degrees the Germans got down
to the village and into it, where they were out of sight, until they
reappeared on the outskirts of the village nearest to us, when our
companies at once opened a heavy fire on them. A message
was received to the effect that our aeroplanes reported that no
great German forces were coming up.  This news did not appear
to be correct as more and more lines of Germans came over the
skyline and down the slope, and established themselves in the

LE CATEAU

village, They got their machine-guns to work as well as sharp-
shooters, who had apparently spotted our piece of trench, as
Whenever a head was raised a bullet came pastit. The trenches
were fairly good, but it was impossible to keep a good look-out
on the Germans, which was necessary lest they rushed us from
the village, without exposing oneself. The Germans were thick
along the edge of the village, and our guns frequently turned on
them, and set some buildings on fire.
he pressure of the German attack on the right of the IL
COI:PS> the sth Division, had been so great that Sir Horace
mith.-Dorrien instructed Sir Charles Fergusson, between I and
2 o'clock, to hold his ground a little longer, but “ to begin the
Withdrawal of the sth Division as soon as he should think fit ;
after Which the 3rd and 4th Divisions were to follow in succes-
Ston." (Official History, Vol. I, p. 163.)
About 3 p.m., Brigadier-General Shaw obsetrved that the
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troops on his right were retreating, and about 3.30 p.m., received
orders to conform. * Pushing up the Royal Fusiliers from the
reserve to the north-western edge of T'roisvilles, he brought away
nearly all his wounded, after which he withdrew in succession
the Northumberland Fusiliers and the Lincolnshire with very
trifling loss. The German skirmishers lining the southern edge
of Inchy tried hard to hinder the movement, but were silenced by
the advanced sections of the 107th and 108th Batteries. As the
last party of the Lincolnshire came abreast of the advanced section
of the 108th Battery the officer in command, having fired off
his last round of ammunition, disabled and abandoned his guns.”
(Official History, Vol. I, p. 170.)

On the further side of the ridge, and at the southern base,
there was a sunken road in which the seriously wounded were
placed in safety. After crossing the sunken road and a railway
line, the retirement was continued across a beetroot field which,
owing to the rain of the previous night, was slippery, and clods
of clayey earth clung to the men’s feet, making progress slow.
But fortunately the enemy failed to follow up the retiring troops,
and the latter, unmolested, plodded along, crossing fields and
ditches until well out of range of rifle-fire.

Eventually a road, crossing the line of retirement diagonally,
was reached, and here officers and n.c.o.s formed the men
into small parties and directed by Colonel Smith, marched them
to a rallying point at some cross-roads near Clary, where the
battalion was formed up without delay. Companies were,
however, still somewhat scattered. ‘The majority of A and B
and about half of D were present, but the majority of C Company
(which had held the right of the position at Inchy) had retired
through Troisvilles and did not rejoin until next day (27th).
Another party of D Company under Captain Ellison retired
throug}} Bertry and, after passing through some Highlanders and
a battalion of the Middlesex Regiment, caught up with the main
body of the battalion later, ,

The casualties suffered by the battalion at Le Cateau wet¢

Major C. Toogood wounded by a shiper and left in the trenches,

three other ranks killed, forty wounded and fifty missing, though

most of the latter rejoined later.

From Clary the 3rd Division—the gth Infantry Brigade
?clt;ng gs rearguard—moved on Beaurevoir. Not a German
ollowed, not even a cavalry patrol, not a shell was fired at the

brigadeas it drew out of Clary. 'The enemy was wholly occupied

with the few remaining unitst which had not received orders to

1 TWO Companles Of the Royal I ()yal d reater pa‘:t Of tk
I'lsh some R S
y cots an the g
Gordon Ihghlandeyls- Ihele were also seafol’ths and K.O.Y.L-I- and some tro I
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retire in time to get away, and were selling their lives dearly :
but many officers and men did eventually break through.
‘Though a mere handful and scattered along a wide front—some
eight thousand yards—they nevertheless by their courage and
tenacity prevented the enemy from advancing for several hours :
the service they rendered to the II. Corps was invaluable.

v

THE RETREAT RESUMED

“6 p.m. The Brigade (9th) marched to Clary, there being
no sign of the enemy, and Beaurevoir was reached. It was very
wet and the roads were bad and full of troops and transport of

THE RETREAT

all descriptions. Beaurevoir being completely blocked by the
3rd and sth Divisions, the Brigade halted on the road at the
northern exits and remained there till 2 a.m., on the _27th, when
orders were received from Headquarters, 3rd Divismq, to pro-
ceed to Hargicourt, still acting as rearguard to the Division.””?

Whilst a handful of men was hampering the German advance,
the main body of General Smith-Dorrien’s force was in full

1 Extract from Diary oth Brigade Headquarters 26. 8. 14.
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retreat.? 'The sth and grd Divisions were a good deal inter-
mixed and at the cross-roads two miles beyond Estrees, the
sorting of the troops was taken in hand, “ difficult enough on 2
dark and dismal night” (Official History, Vol. I, p. 191.)
Staff officers stood at the cross-roads shouting : “ Transport
and mounted troops straight on : 3rd Division Infantry to the
right, sth Division Infantry to the left,” and as the men turned
they were again sorted out by battalions and brigades. It was
2 a.m., before the separation and reforming of the two divisions
was completed, and then (as stated in the extract at the head of
this chapter) orders were received by the gth Brigade to march
on Hargicourt as rearguard to the Division.

The march to Beaurevoir and Estrees had been a trying one,
as the troops had held their trenches at Le Cateau throughout
the heat of that scorching day without food. Physically the
troops were nearly worn out, but morally their spirit was
unbroken.

When they reached the cross-roads just beyond Estrees they
had already marched fifteen miles from Le Cateau and now, at
4 a.m., they were ordered on again to Hargicourt.

“ At daybreak they were still marching. The rain ceased
and as the sun rose in the heavens its rays became hotter and
hotter. No one kept count of time. No one bothered about
which villages were passed through. The only village that
mattered was the one in which the battalion would billet wherever
it might be, as there would then be a chance of getting some
sleep and perhaps some rations.” (From Q.M.S. North's narrasive
of the 15t Lincolnshire.)

Food indeed was wanted badly, and it was exasperating to
be told that rations would be issued in the * next village,”
when the * next ”” was like the to-morrow which never comes.?

The 3rd Division reached Hargicourt at about 8 a.m. (27th)
and halted, the Lincolnshire being rear battalion of the gth
Brigade, which still acted as rearguard to the Division. But’
at I p.m., the march was resumed south to Villeret, about two
miles south-west of Bellicourt,

Here the Lincolnshire went into billets, but whatever dreams
the battalion might have had of food and rest were rudely dis-
sipated by sudden orders to turn out and take
cover the rear of the brigade.

A small party of German cavalry, accompanied by guns, had
succeeded in getting within range and fired a few shots into the
1The G Intelli is peri in wi
s :d tﬁ:rtn:rtl Lg zlilgence was very poor at this period. T'o begin with, von Kluck

teau we held a north and south li i
- ne, whereas it was from east to
west, and when we retired he thought we had done so in a westerly direction.

2 The Supply Columns had missed the grd Divisi i i
from the 25th to the afternoon of the z7th3Aug\11:§mn " thelater was without radons
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village, but on the fire being returned the enemy quickly
disappeared.

The position taken up by the Lincolnshire was on some
rising ground between Hargicourt and Villeret. Companies
were aligned in the following order from right to left: A, B, D, C.
After waiting in this position for an hour or more without
sighting the enemy, or any more shells being fired, the battalion
withdrew across beet fields, sodden with rain and thick in clinging
mud, then forming up on the road in column of route, marched
on Vermand, the destination of the 3rd Division. -

At Villeret, C Company and a few odd men of other companies
under Major Grant rejoined the battalion after acting as rear-
guard, covering the retirement of a stream of stragglers from the
Le Cateau battlefield.

It was about 6 p.m. when the gth Brigade marched into
Vermand, the Lincolnshire turning into the buildings of a large
farm where the men were able to obtain water for washing pur-
poses and refilling water bottles, and a few hours sleep. But
still no food, as supplies failed to reach the battalion.*

At 9 p.m., Brigade Headquarters received orders to continue
the march at midnight on Ham, again acting as rearguard to the
Division, and the battalion was once more on the march.

At about 10 a.m., on the 28th, the Lincolnshire halted at -
. Estouilly, on the northern outskirts of Ham. The battalion
then extended at right angles to the road along some undulating
ground. Here local inhabitants were working on the con-
struction of trenches as if a stand was to be made and Ham
defended. ‘The work was taken over by the troops, but had to
be carried on with entrenching tools.

Supplies had been issued to the 3rd Division at Vermand at
4 p-m. on the previous afternoon, but no food seems to have
reached the Lincolnshire. From Estouilly, however, on the
28th a party was sent to Ham for the purpose of obtaining food
and although only one tin of biscuits and a dozen small tins of
bully beef could be obtained, these were distributed amongst the
troops, each receiving a tiny morsel. But it was better than
nothing and seemed to give them fresh energy when a further
retirement was ordered about midday on Noyon. As the
Lincolnshire marched into Ham the town appeared to be de-
serted, but whatever hopes had been entertained of a rest in
billets were quickly dissipated as the battalion passed right
through without halting.

The march on the 28th August was the hardest of all. A fierce
sun beat down upon the troops as they trudged along the hot

1 The distance marched on 27th was approximately seventeen miles without counting
deployments,
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roads. The battalion, as rearguard to the gth Brigade, had a
very difficult task. C and D Companies were detached to take
up rearguard positions on either side of the road, forming a
screen behind the column, keeping in touch with the main body
by alternate and successive retirements. .

The road between Ham and Noyon was practically straight
the whole way. It was lined with trees, but they offered very
little shelter from the sun. On this day straggling was more
noticeable. Many men fell out exhausted or suffering from
sore feet, so that they were unable to march further. In order
to provide vehicles in which to carry these poor fellows, stores
and ammunition were dumped by the roadside. (Oficial
History, Vol. I, p. 198.)

But there were others who did not apparently know what
fatigne was. Amongst these was Lance-Corporal Snelling, a
drummer who, on the long and weary stretch from Ham to
Guiscard (the latter being about halfway between Ham and
Noyon), continued to play enlivening airs such as “ Tipperary,”
which had a wonderful effect in keeping the battalion going.

It was about 6.30 p.m. when the gth Brigade reached Crissoles
(north of Noyon) practically “all out.” The Lincolnshire
wheeled into a field, where they found their transport (it had not
been seen since Mons), parked with that belonging to other
units. B and C Companies billeted in farms and cottages ;
A Company bivouacked in a cornfield, and D, which was still
performing the duties of rearguard, marched in when it was
dark and also went into billets, leaving one platoon on outpost
duty.

IYIaving found the battalion cooks and their wagons, little
time was lost in making tea, which all ranks had not tasted for
five days. By the time it was ready to be served darkness had
fallen. The men with their canteen tins formed up and filed
past their respective Company Quartermaster-Sergeants, who
ladled out the precious liquid. Alas!| in the darkness salt
instead of sugar had been put into the tea. ‘

With the exception of those on outpost and inlying piquet,
the Lincolnshire enjoyed several hours sleep that night.

The next morning (the 29th) the battalion awoke greatly
refreshed and an excellent breakfast of tea, bully beef and biscuits
(supplies having arrived) produced a wonderful change in both
officers and men. They had marched twenty-seven miles on
the previous day—an astounding performance when it is remem-
bered that they had had practically nothing to eat.

The 29th August was a rest day, for orders issued on the
28th stated that “ it is the Field-Marshal Commander-in-Chief’s
intention that the Army should halt to-morrow (29th) to rest,
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but all formations must be south of the line Vendeuil (four miles
north of La Fere)—Jussy—Ham—Nesle, and will take steps for
local protection.”

With the exception of a few minor adjustments (in the 4th
Division which moved to the area Bussy—Sermaize—~Chevilly)
the morning of the 29th found the B.E.F. holding approximately
the following positions : the I. Corps was extended along the
northern edge of the forest of St. Gobain and Coucy from
Fressancourt to Amigny, the sth Cavalry Brigade was at Sinceny :
the II. Corps (including the 4th Division and 19th -Infantry
Brigade) from Freniches, through Genvry to Pontoise : 1st,
2nd and 3rd Cavalry Brigades—Berlancourt, Flavy le Meldeux—
Le Plessis, and Jussy respectively, and the 4th Cavalry Brigade
three miles south of Nesle, at Cressy.

There was still a gap of about eleven miles between the I.
and IL. Corps, but they were gradually closing in. From all
accounts, German Headquarters regarded the British Expedi-
tionary Force as beaten beyond hope of speedy recovery, and
were energetically extending their enveloping movement west-
wards. Indeed, German General Headquarters at this period
were extraordinarily optimistic.

The 29th August, however, was not passed by the gth Brigade
Wwholly undisturbed. In the morning the Lincolnshire for the
first time since leaving Mons had an opportunity for cleaning
up.
At dawn the cooks with Line “ B” Transport departed,
!eavmg the troops to do their own cooking. Noon was approach-
ing and the dinner hour not far off, when heavy gun-fire caused
the battalion to be suddenly ordered to fall in. Without
hesitation the pots containing the stews were lifted from the
fires and carried on parade.

The 2nd Cavalry Brigade was engaged with a force of Germans
of all arms advancing from the direction of Ham. ‘To support
the cavalry the 9th Brigade was ordered to take up a position
three miles north of Noyon, astride the Ham—Guiscard road.

he Lincolnshire were in support of the Northumberland and

oyal Fusiliers, and as the battalion marched back along the
road for two miles, the stews were passed round to their owners
and eaten on the march.
fter awhile the two rear battalions, Royal Fusiliers and
orthumberland Fusiliers, passed through the Lincolnshire,
taving the latter as rearguard. At dusk C and D Companies
Were withdrawn, A and B establishing a line of outposts. About
I am. on the 3oth the battalion was ordered to withdraw as
quietly and quickly as possible through Noyon, It was 2 a.m.
efore the outposts (with the exception of a patrol under
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Captain Ellison) were withdrawn. The retirement was then
continued.*

Dawn was breaking as the Lincolnshire, skirting the eastern
exits of Noyon, struck the straight road between that village and
Cuts. The battalion passed through St. Blaise and a little
beyond, crossed the bridge over the Oise Canal, which had
already been prepared for demolition by the Royal Engineers.
One minute after the rearguard was clear of the bridge the
latter “ went up.” A little further on the bridge over the Oise
River was demolished in a similar manner, whilst the battalion
was having its first ten minutes halt in Pontoise.

Some anxiety was felt regarding Captain Ellison and his
patrol, which had not yet rejoined, but they had been guarding
the bridges at Varennes until the latter were demolished and
marched in some hours later.

At about 4.30 a.m., the Lincolnshire reached Cuts, where
Divisional Headquarters and the remainder of the gth Brigade
were billeted. The Brigade Column was already formed up
ready to move off when the battalion reached Cuts.  The latter,
therefore, joined the column, which, at § a.m., set out southwards
in the direction of Berny Riviere.

The day’s march lay through some of the fairest country in
France. The fierce rays of the sun beat down upon the fields
of golden corn, upon orchards heavy with fruit which would
never be gathered save by the hands of the invader. The troops
passed through tiny villages nestling amidst shady valleys or
perched upon the brows of hills. But the roads were hot and
dusty and the ‘tramp, tramp, tramp of marching men
smothered the singing of the birds, and the rumbling of gun
carriages and transport was not unlike the roar of traffic in a
London street. Footsore and exhausted men were compelled
to drop out and rest by the roadside until they were either picked
up or had sufficiently recovered to join in the stream of stragglers
which followed ever in the wake of the column.

Close to the village of Morsain, between 11 a.m. and noon,
the column halted for further orders. During this halt the
battalion was met by supply wagons from which rations were
issued. A meal was then taken, followed by a short rest before
the march was resumed at 2.4 p.m.

_ About 6 p.m. the battalion crossed the bridge over the Aisne
river at Vic-sur-Aisne and two hours later reached Ressons,
where officers and men were billeted in cottages. ‘The distance
marched on 3oth August wasabouttwenty-fivemiles, but when the
roll was called at night it was found that all stragglers had rejoined.

'1 At 6 p.n. on the 20th the 3rd Division set out on the road to Cuts, the sth
Division to Carlepont and the 4th Division to the north of Carlepont.
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Another march of fifteen miles on the 31st brought the Lin-
colnshire to the hamlet of Vauciennes, south-west of Villers
Cotterets. The pressure of the enemy had relaxed considerably
and the day’s march was the most comfortable experienced for
a week, the men having recovered marvellously from the hard
gruelling of the previous days. Vauciennes was, however,
crowded with troops, and the battalion bivouacked for the night
on some open ground by the roadside west of the village.

Reveille on 1st September was at 4 a.m., when the whole of
the 9th Brigade “ stood to ”’ awaiting orders. The latter were
issued at 5.30 a.m.—the 3rd Division was to march to the
Villers St. Genest—Bregy area.

At 9.30 a.m., the Lincolnshire set out from Vauciennes and
had been on the road about two hours when a halt was called
a mile from Gondreville. Firing was heard in rear and on
the right flank in the direction of Crepy-en-Valois. (Oficial
History, Vol. I, p. 240) At the latter place the outpost
line of the sth Division had been attacked at 6 a.m. by troops
of Marwitz’s Cavalry Corps. By noon the action was over, and
at 2 p.m., the brigade resumed its march, the Lincolnshire
reaching Bouillancy at 7 p.m., when they went into billets with
other units of the gth Brigade. The 3rd Division that night
occupied the line Villers St. Genest—Bouillancy—Chevreville.

On the 2nd September the 3rd Division continued its march
by Bregy and Douay to the Ivernay—Monthyon area. The
Lincolnshire, setting out at 4.30 a.m., acted as rearguard of
- the gth Brigade. The march was monotonous, but billets in
Penchard were reached soon after midday : for once the day’s
march was over early and everyone settled down in comfort to
a good night’s rest.

Orders issued at 9.15 p.m. from 3rd Divisional Headquarters
on the ond stated that on the 3rd the Division was to march
In a south-easterly direction and take up a position east of the
Forét de Mans in conjunction with the remainder of the Army.
The 3rd Division was to march by the Penchard-Meaux—
Boutingy road. '

Again, on the 3rd, the Lincolnshire reached their billets early.

arching at 4.15 a.m., they took the Meaux road, and having
Marched ten miles, halted from 11 a.m. to 12 noon, and con-
Unuing the march arrived at a farm situated between Vaucourtois
and Maison Blanche, during the early afternoon, The weather
was still very hot, but the roads were good, though everyone was
tired when their destination was reached.

aving “ stood to " during the morning of the 4th ready to
Move off at short notice, it was 1 p.m. before the Lincolnshire
Marched off. After about a mile the battalion halted in 2 field
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near La Haute Maison, as that morning, at about 12 noon, a
squadron of German cavalry had gained contact with the 3rd
Divisional Mounted Troops attached to the gth Infantry Brigade
for outpost duty. Three or four of these Germans were wounded.
Orders were issued to all units of the Brigade as to the positions
to be taken up should an attack develop.

At 8 p.m., the battalion marched off to another field near
La Consuite and again “ stood by ” in case an attack developed.
The retirement continued through the night to the area Liverdy—
Chatres—Le Mesnil, a long monotonous march passing through
the town and forest of Crecy. Daylight on the sth found the
Lincolnshire marching along the edge of a beautiful park at
Chatres! and at 7.15 a.m. they arrived at Liverdy, where they
billeted. They had marched sixteen miles during the night of
4th/sth September and ten miles on the 4th, and when the
battalion reached Liverdy all ranks were tired out. But there,
troubles were so far ended—the great retreat was at an end,
though it was late in the day before the news reached the
battalion. In the meantime, after a few hours’ sleep, all ranks
set to work to remove the visible signs of that now historic
fortnight of marching and fighting, to and from Mons to the
Marne. Blistered and sore feet were attended to, uniforms were
repaired, and the dust shaken from them, stubbly beards dis-
appeared, and the battalion once more assumed its wonted
smartness.

Late that night, when the troops were told they were to advance
on the morrow they could hardly believe it, but the deafening
cheers which greeted the announcement left no doubt that the
British soldier was himself again and that he had come through
the ordeal of that great retreat still stout of heart and full of fight.

From the 20th August, on which date the move up to Mons
had begun, to the sth September—sixteen days—the 3rd
Division had marched no less than two hundred and thirty-seven
miles and had fought two big battles.

“’The Retreat from Mons was in every way honourable
to the Army. The troops suffered under every disadvantage.
The number of reservists in the ranks was on an average
over one-half of the full strength and the units were,
owing to the force of circumstances, hurried away to the area of
concentration before all ranks could resume acquaintance with
the1.r officers and comrades, and re-learn their business as soldiers.
Arrived there, they were hastened forward by forced marches

1The German outposts on the sth September were south of the Grand Morin, the
nearest about five miles from Chatres. On the same date the French Sixth Army had
com}x?encidd attack on von Kluck’s right at Penchard, where the Lincolnshire halted
on the 2nd.
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to the battle, confronted with greatly superior numbers of the
most renowned army in Europe—condemned at the very outset
to undergo the severest ordeal which can be imposed upon an
army. 'L'hey were short of food and sleep when they began their
retreat, they continued it always short of food and sleep for
thirteen days, as has been told ; and at the end they were still
an army, and a formidable army. They were never demoralized,
for they rightly judged they had never been beaten.” (OQfficial
History, Vol. I, p. 260.)

VI
THE BATTLE OF THE MARNE : %TH—IOTH SEPTEMBER, 1914

The order to the British Expeditionary Force to advance,
referred to, at the end of the last chapter was consequent on the
decision of the French Commander-in-Chief General Joffre :
“ The moment for which General Joffre had waited was come at
last.  Von Kluck in his headlong rush eastwards had, it appeared,
ignored not only the fortress of Paris, but the Sixth (French)
Army, which, with the British, was now in position . . . to fall
in strength on his right flank and rear.” (Official History,
Vol. I, p. 259.)

At 6 a.m. the Lincolnshire fell in. Everyone was in a cheerful
mood, for the advance was about to begin, and a little later the
battalion moved along the dusty roads with a hot sun beating
down upon the lines of marching men. At about 9.30 a.m. a
halt was called in an apple orchard at La Houssaye Farm, the
trees screening the troops from the enemy’s aeroplanes, which
were busy observing. At 1.45 p.m. the march was resumed.
After numerous halts during the afternoon the Lincolnshire
arrived at the Chateau de Lumigny and were billeted in the sur-
rounding farm buildings. That night the head of the 3rd
Division reached Faremoutiers, whence the Ist Wiltshire, 7th
Brigade, forced the passage of the Grand Morin about 11 p.m.,
and seized the heights of Le Charnois), about a mile north of the
river.  (Official History, Vol. I, p. 275, .

With(tlf exceptiony:)f a Speziial Order of the Day,? issued at
7 p.m., no orders were issued for the 7th September, only a

! Special Order of the Day, 6th September, 1914. .
* After a most trying serif_-};’of operations mostly in retirement, which have been rendered

Recessary for the general strategic plan of the Allied Armies, the British Forces stand to-day
formed in line with their French comrades, ready to attack the enemy. )

* Foiled in their attempt to invest Paris, the Germans have been driven to move in an
easterly and south-easterly direction with the apparent intention o’f fa}lmg in strength on
the Fifth French Army. In this operation they are exposing their right flank and their
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warning that all troops should be ready to move at short notice
after 8 p.m. Thus ended the first day of the advance.

On the 7th September the advance was resumed in a north-
easterly direction. The Lincolnshire paraded at 6 a.m., and
being In support to the remainder of the Brigade, were ordered
to ‘“ stand by ” until 12.30 p.m. On all sides there were signs
of the demoralization of the enemy. Empty wine bottles were
everywhere, and the inhabitants reported much drunkenness
amongst the German soldiery. The 3rd Division had been
ordered to march on Chauffry. As the column passed Coulom-
miers station, second reinforcements for the Lincolnshire joined
the battalion, ‘That night the battalion billeted in La Breton-
niere in a factory and neighbouring houses.

On the night of the 7th the British Expeditionary Force
reached the line of the Grand Morin, roughly from Jouy to Crecy.

On the 8th September, the gth Brigade was again in reserve.
At 6 a.m., the Lincolnshire left La Bretonniére, and at 11.30
a.m., halted in a small village named Gibraltar, north of Rebais,
where they took up a position overlooking the valley of the Petit
Morin. Between the Grand and Petit Morin rivers the country
was hilly and thickly wooded : the valley of the latter river being
also well wooded and with steep slopes. The gth Brigade halted
whilst the 7th and 8th Brigades cleared the enemy from the many
hidden positions the valley afforded.

At 4.45 p.m., the valley was reported clear of the enemy, and
the advance continued. The Lincolnshire crossed the Petit
Morin at Orly, and the enemy fired a parting shell, which fell
some fifty yards from the battalion, doing no damage.

At Orly the 9th Brigade moved to act as advance guard to
the Division. ‘The column climbed the slopes and continued its
march almost due north. It reached Les Feucheres as darkness
fell. Here, with the exception of the Lincolnshire, the 9th
Brigade billeted. 'The former were detailed to form the outposts
and companies were posted in the following positions westwards
from the village of Villare : D Company on the right, C in the
centre, and A on the left, B Company was in reserve with
Battalion Headquarters in Les Feucheres. Patrols searched the
woods which screened the crossings over the River Marne.
D Company’s patrols located the enemy at about eight hundred
yards on their left front, but no shots were fired.

1111‘e'of communication to an attack from the combined Sixth French Army and the
British Forces. ’

_ " Icall upon the British Army in France to now show the enemy its power and to push
in vigorously to the attack beside the Sixth French Army. Iam sure I shall not call upon
them in vain but that, on the contrary, by another manifestation of the magnificent spirit

they have shown in the past fortnight, they will fall on the enemy’s flank with all their
strength and, in unison with their Allies, drive them back.”
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The 3rd Division crossed the Marne at Nanteuil, the sth
Division at Saacy, about a mile to the south-west. Before 9 a.m.,
the vanguards of both Divisions had established themselves on
the heights of the northern bank. The gth Brigade which _
formed the advance guard of the 3rd Division, advanced without
difficulty, and by ro.30 a.m., Brigadier General Shaw had estab-
lished his headquarters at Bezu.!  But the advance guard of the
sth Division was opposed by heavy shell-fire from concealed
batteries at various points.

Whilst the 1st Lincolnshire was halted in a field near Bezu,
Lieut.-Colonel Smith, commanding the battalion, received a
message from the Brigade, informing him that “a German
battery was doing serious damage by shelling our column ap-
proaching the Marne,” and telling him to try and capture it.
"The country north of the Marne is very hilly and wooded. In
fact, the 14th Brigade of the 5th Division, * was swallowed up by
the woods for more than an hour.” (Official History, Vol. I,
7p. 289, 290) |

Lieut.-Colonel Smith, with two companies, C and D, worked
through the woods west of Bezu, crept up to within one hundred
and fifty yards of the guns and shot down the German gunners,
and their escort, almost to 2 man. Dashing out of the thicket
to secure the guns, however, they were fired upon by the 65th
(Howitzer) Battery, and compelled again to seck cover with a loss
of four officers and some thirty men killed or wounded.? ‘This
unfortunate mistake arose from the 64th Battery believing that
the German battery had been silenced by some other British
artillery and that the men of the Lincolnshire were German
gunners returning to their abandoned guns. N

The guns were removed by the sth Divisional Ammunition
Column next morning and removed to Coulommiers, whence
they were despatched to England. One of the guns was for-
merly to be seen at the Royal United Service Institution, but
Wwas removed to the depot of the Regiment at Lincoln in 1928.

The following is from a verbal description given to 2 friend
by Captain Hoskyns, who commanded D Company. He was
of exceptionally fine physique and a born leader of men. During
the retreat from Mons he lost his forage cap and repIaszd it by
a straw hat obtained in a French village, W.hich {nade him very
conspicuous. Captain Hoskyns was killed in action on the 2 5th
September, 1913.

1 The British Expeditionary Force was now between the Marne, from La Ferte-sous-
Jouarre to Chateau Thierry, and the left of von Kluc'k’s army. The French Sixth
Army was pressing its attack on von Kluck west of the River Ourcg.

% Captain and Adjutant Drake was killed. Captains Ellison, Hoskyns and Lieutenant
Thruston wounded.
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‘¢ Never have I had such big gun hunting. - We first started

in file, not knowing if Germans were in the wood or not—we
never knew when machine-guns would open on us unawares as
we crossed the many side tracks in the wood. At last, after
some time, we came to a broad ride and felt that here at least the
Bosche must surely have someone, as the reports of his guns
seemed quite close. A minute’s anxiety as we pushed a few men
across at intervals, and as no horrid “ phut, phut " came, I got
my Company over and formed them into line, C Company doing
the same on my right, to beat through the wood. I went ahead
with my Sub, Thruston—and as we got near to the further edge
we went warily and silently, followed by our men, who had
thoroughly entered into the spirit of our hunt. As Thruston
and I got near to the edge we distinctly saw the German artillery
in line, firing at right angles to our advance on their left, and
nearest gun about one hundred and fifty yards from the wood,
and to our horror, we also saw a few yards off a Bosche sentry
looking in our direction. We stopped dead for what seemed an
age, and then to our relief, he turned away and walked slowly off.
Suddenly, however, he stopped again, and we saw that he thought
all was not well as he looked in our direction. I now felt that
the game was up and called to Thruston, who was carrying a
rifle to ‘ down him.” No sooner said than the Bosche was shot
and our men, who were level with us, opened fire on the German
gunners : these, taken entirely by surprise, tried to turn their
guns round on us, but long before this was done we had shot
them down.’” This gallant little exploit cost the enemy a
battery of field guns and a heavy casualty list.

After being shelled by the sth Divisional Artillery, the Lin-
colnshire fell back through the wood and subsequently marched
northwards for about three miles.

At nightfall on the 9th September the line of the British
Expeditionary Force extended from Chateau Thierry (exclusive)
through Bezu and La Ferte-sous-Jouarre to Jouarre. . ‘The head
of the 3rd Division (9th Brigade) remained with its head on the
Chateau Thierry—Montreuil road from the morning onwards, as
neither the I. Corps on its right nor the sth Division on its left
were coming up in line with it.

As the First German Army appeared to be retreating in 2
north-easterly direction across the front of the British Expedi-
tionary Force, Sir John French had hopes of intercepting it. At
8.15 p.m. on the gth, therefore, the British Commander-in-Chief
1ssu};ad orders for the pursuit to be continued at ¢ a.m., on the
10th.

‘The gth Infantry Brigade, and 107th Battery, still the advance
guard of the 3rd Division, crossed the River Clignon at Neuilly,
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striking in between the 6th Infantry Brigade, the advance guard
of the 2nd Division on its right and Gough’s Cavalry on its left,
while the former was attacking from Hautavesnes a German
convoy and its escort moving on the Chezy road, which resulted
in the surrender of the survivors of the German force of about
five hundred. The 9th Brigade took another six hundred
prisoners, in which all divisions of von der Marwitz cavalry corps
were represented.  The 1st Lincolnshire were in support, search-
ing the villages and surrounding fields and woods for stray
Germans.

‘They reached billets at Dammard at about 6 p.m. Here the
oth Brigade gradually assembled after a satisfactory day’s work.
The advance on 1oth September was about ten miles and in the
evening the four divisions of the I. and II. Corps were astride
the River Alland, the III. Corps at Vaux-sous-Colombs and
southwards through Colombs to Chaton.

On the 11th the pursuit inclined north-east, the British
Expeditionary Force between the boundaries Fere-en-Tardenois—
Bazouches on the right and La Fertemilon~Longpont-Soissons
on the left. .

The Lincolnshire left Dammard at 6 a.m., the 9th Brigade again
marching at the head of the 3rd Division. Grand Rozoy was
reached about midday, when the Brigade went into billets. 'The
distance marched was roughly twelve miles, and at nightfall the
2nd, 3rd and sth Divisions (the heads of which were at Beugneusx,
Grand Rozoy and Hartennes respectively) had crossed the Ourcg,
the 1st and 4th Divisions echeloned back on the right and left
flanks. Cavalry were in front of the British Expeditionary
Force, five miles from the Vesle River. o

G.H.Q. orders for the 12th were to continue the pursuit, to
seize the crossing places over the Aisne, and secure the high
ground north of the river. ¢ The day was dark, with torrents
of rain, which turned the roads into seas of mud.” (Official
History.) )

The ‘gth Infantry Brigade was again detailed as advanced
guard of the 3rd Division, and the 1st Lincolnshire formed the
vanguard.

The battalion paraded at 5 a.m., and marched to a plateau
overlooking the valley of the Vesle. The cavalry had e.tlready
gone ahead to clear the front of the Division. As the Lincoln-
shire reached the high ground a wonderful view opene‘c‘i out
before them. It is thus described by Q.M.S. North : * The
nature of the country was now entirely changed. The troops
beheld before them a beautiful stretch of wooded country doFted
with towns and villages and enriched with orc}}ards and vine-
vards. In the west, just beyond where two villages ran into
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each other, the high buildings of Soissons were visible amongst
the trees, and straight in front, beyond the valley was a chain of
picturesque hills at the foot of which ran the River Aisne. The
whole landscape had the appearance of a vast richly-wooded park.
British cavalry had gone ahead to reconnoitre the valley and a
body of them was held up in the town of Braisne. 'Troops of
various arms of the Service were assembled along the roads on the
plateau including cavalry, artillery, infantry and bridging trains,
and the Lincolnshire passed through them to the left of the valley
and halted in pouring rain.” Heavy rain had not only fallen
when the advance began on the 12th, but on the r1th the
troops had been drenched through as they pushed on in pursuit
of the enemy.

At 10 a.m, 9th Brigade Headquarters received a message
from General Allenby stating that his cavalry had secured the
bridge at Braisne and found it intact, but the enemy was still
holding the outskirts of the town. The Lincolnshire were
therefore ordered to move to the right of the town and take the
railway bridge half a mile to the east, then sweep north while the
1st Northumberland Fusiliers crossed the road bridge and moved
round west of the town.

Scouts and an advanced party from A Company of the
Lincolnshire were sent forward to carry out the movement.
Having searched the gardens and woods to the north of the road,
the scouts joined the advanced party at the entrance of Braisne
and reported all approaches clear of the enemy, The battalion
then advanced and passing a barricade which had been erected
by the enemy, entered the thickly-wooded grounds of the
chateau on the right of the road. 'The chateau was thought to
be full of Germans, but only two French liaison officers (who were
first taken prisoner by two of the Lincolnshire who had not
recognised the French uniform and were then released, having
narrowly escaped being shot) were found in the chateau. Com-
panies finally assembled in the main street.

Every street in the town was searched and a few wounded
Germans as well as a German machine gun and ammunition
limber with horse were taken by the battalion® : also a German
medical officer and a few wounded Germans were found in a
quarry : these were also made prisoner.

The Lincolnshire then, in extended order, advanced beyond
Braisne for a few miles and came to a large wood south-west of
Brenelle, in which a few more prisoners were taken, Rain was
still falling heavily while the battalion was rallying after searching
the wood. All ranks then had to wait, drenched to the skin,

1 This a}mmunition limber and horses were used by the Battalion as a mess cart for
a long while and is now at Lincoln, at the depot.
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until outposts had been established by one of the other units of
the Brigade. They then marched off to billets in Brenelle, tired
and worn out. ‘There was little rest at night, for both officers
and men were trying to dry their wet clothes. Supplies had not
reached the Brigade, so the men were given permission to eat
their iron rations. :

Nightfall on the 12th found the British Expeditionary Force
across the Vesle and close to the River Aisne.. But ‘ when
darkness fell on the 12th September not a single bridge over the
Aisne was in British hands.”

‘Whether the enemy intended holding the northern bank of
the Aisne, thus preventing the further Allied advance, remained
to be seen.

VII

THE BATTLE OF THE AISNE, I9I4

Operation Orders issued from General Headquarters on the
evening of the 12th were to the effect that on the 13th the heads
of the three British Corps would advance to the line, about five
miles beyond the Aisne, Lierval-Chavignon. The objective of
the British Army was the plateau between the valleys of the
Aisne and Ailette rivers, traversed by the Chemin des Dames.
The II. Corps with Gough’s cavalry was to cross the Aisne
at Vailly, Condé and Missy. S

“'The river (Aisne), winding and sluggish except when in
flood and some 200 feet wide, is unfordable ; it runs through a
valley which has steep sides covered with patches of wood, but
with a gently sloping or level bottom from a mile to two miles
in breadth and over three hundred feet below the level of the
plateau through which the course of the stream has been cut.”
(Official History, Vol. I, p. 318.) .

Orders from 3rd Divisional Headquarters were received by
the gth Brigade at §.15 a.m. on the 13th. ‘The Division was
to move on Chassemy with the 8th Brigade as advance guard :
the 9th Brigade was to secure the high ground between Brenelle
and Chassemy until the former Brigade had made good the latter
village, when the gth Brigade was to follow. Further move-
.ments of the Division depended on the condition of the bridges
over the Aisne. Later orders stated that the gth Brigade was
to cover the 8th Brigade from the ridge north-east of Chassemy
as it crossed the river.
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The morning of the 13th was still wet when the Lincolnshire
paraded at 8 a.m., and shortly afterwards moved off with the
Brigade. The advance to the Chassemy Ridge was difficult, for
the enemy’s long range howitzers, firing from the heights north-
east of Vailly, had the range to perfection. But the ridge was
occupied, the infantry battalions of the gth Brigade sheltering
in a road which ran east to west on the southern side. Here
they waited for several hours. The 8th Brigade was checked
about one and a half miles from the river by the fire of the
German howitzers and could progress no further. The road
bridge over the river at Vailly was broken, though the gap was
spanned by a single plank which the enemy had omitted to
remove after he had crossed ; the light railway bridge above
Vailly had been destroyed.

“In every case the road bridges over the river were found to
have been destroyed, but not those over the canal which lies to
the south of it.””  (Official History, Vol. I, p. 327.)

About midday, the G.O.C., 3rd Division, Major-General
Hubert Hamilton, made a personal reconnaissance of the bridges
at Vailly and at 1 p.m. ordered the 8th Brigade to advance.
Although heavily shelled the Brigade dribbled men across the
single plank, and by 4 p.m. the Royal Scots were in Vauxelles
Chateau (one mile north-west of Vailly) and on the high ground
north-west of it ; the remainder of the Brigade was in support
at St. Pierre (just west of Vailly). |

The gth Brigade did not begin to cross the river until darkness
had fallen : it was near midnight before the Lincolnshire began
their hazardous crossing. The advance was by sections, each
section crossing first the bridge over the canal and then over the
single plank spanning the gap in the broken bridge over the
river in single file. A single false step to right or left would
have meant certain death from drowning. Every now and then
a bursting shell would throw the weird scene into prominencs,
but not a single man was hit, neither did anyone fall into the
river. Progress was very slow, but once across the men had to
double several hundred yards to where the battalion was forming
up in column of route facing west. When the last man had
joined, the battalion marched off through the town of Vailly at
a rapid pace and wheeled to the right up a narrow lane and then
across a large tract of cultivated land on to a high ridge to the
south-west of Rouge Maison Farm.  On the top of the ridge
the 4th Royal Fusiliers had established themselves, and D, B
and A Companies of the Lincolnshire prolonged the line to the.
right in that order ; C Company formed a second line in echelon
on the right. '

With their entrenching tools, supplemented by about forty
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picks and shovels! the Battalion set to work to dig trenches. In
pitch darkness and with rain falling steadily, patrols were sent
out to the front from D and B Companies : A Company sending
one to reconnoitre Rouge Maison Farm, another from C en-
deavouring to gain touch with 2nd Division troops on the right.
The ground in front of the battalion was fairly flat for about
three hundred yards, when it dipped. Across the plateau and
parallel with the trenches of the Lincélnshire was a road lined
with telegraph poles which proved excellent range marks for the
enemy’s guns, which opened soon after daylight on the 14th.
“ Thus before dawn on the 14th a footing, albeit precarious,
had been gained on the north bank of the Aisne at several points.”
(Official History, Vol. I, p. 334.)
Patrols from the battalion reported the enemy holding an
outpost line at a point where the ground dipped, but Rouge
Maison Farm was not occupied. The German infantry then
attacked the Royal Fusiliers, the attack spreading gradually
along the line. Soon the Lincolnshire were firing rapidly at the
advancing enemy’s troops, but many rifles were clogged with
mud and rapid fire was difficult. Hostile machine-gun and rifle
fire was heavy and from the right, firing from behind a wood,
the enemy’s artillery shelled the battalion in enfilade. C Com-
pany’s patrol which had gone to gain touch with the 2nd
Division returned with the information that the latter could not
be found, the intervening wood being full of Germans. At
nightfall on the 13th there had been a gap of five miles
between the left of the 2nd Division and the right of the gth
Infantry Brigade (Lincolnshire), which on the morning of the
14th had not apparently been filled.? (Official History, Vol. I,
. and .
7 'I‘lslfosughou’c3 g.hge)morning of the 14th the enemy continued the
attack, wave after wave advancing against the Lincolnshire and
troops on the left of the battalion. ~But all these attacks were
broken up and very heavy casualties must have been suffered by
the Germans. Compelled to remain on the southern bank of
the Aisne until bridges across could be constructed, the British
artillery could render very little support to the hard—p.ressed
infantry. The Royal Fusiliers appealed to the Lincolnshire for
support and D and B Companies of the latter made a spirited
counter-attack which drove the enemy back to his starting point.
The casualties of these two companies were heavy, including the

1 Lieutenant Cave-Orme, with a platoon from A Company, fetched as many picks and
shovels as his men could carry from the battalion transport, which could not cross the
river, returning to the battalion soon after midnight x gth-z4th.

2The left of the 2nd Division, at about 2 p.m. on the 14th, extended from. La Cour
de Soupir, south-west towards Chavonne, which is about two and half miles from

Vailly.
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Officer Commanding B Company, Captain Dawson. But now
the enemy’s attack developed on the right. He succeeded in
bringing up some machine guns into Rouge Maison Farm.
With these guns he poured a heavy fire into A and C Com-
panies of the Lincolnshire and at the same time German
infantry debouched from the wood on the right of the battalion.
The latter, caught between two fires suffered severe losses, the
Officer Commanding A" Company, Captain Greatwood, being
among the wounded. A message was sent back to Brigade
Headquarters asking for support. ‘Two companies of the
Royal Scots Fusiliers sent up on the right were enfiladed by
machine guns and driven back with heavyloss. (Qfficial History,
Vol. I, p. 351.) An order was signalled from the rear for the
Lincolnshire to retire by platoons beginning from the right.

No sooner had the retirement begun than the enemy rushed
a machine gun into a wheat stack not more than fifty yards away,
whilst his infantry swarmed on to the ridge, which bent round the
flank, and opened a destructive fire as the Lincolnshire fell back
across the greasy beet field. At the bottom of the ravine Colonel
Smith rallied the troops, amongst whom were some Royal Scots
Fusiliers, and then, as Vailly offered no defensive position, he
moved back across the river to a railway cutting on the opposite
side. So, over the railway bridge (now partially repaired and
having planks placed across the gaps), the Lincolnshire retired
to the cutting.  But here further casualties were suffered from
the enemy’s shell-fire, including the Commanding Officer,
Lieut.-Colonel Smith and the Adjutant, Lieutenant Hutchinson,
though both gallantly continued to carry on.

After three hours 1n the cutting, the Lincolnshire again crossed
the river and took cover in a wood about two hundred yards
beyond it. Here, for several hours they sheltered behind a
bank and after darkness had fallen moved into Vailly, where the
men were permitted to lie down and get what sleep they could.

‘The losses of the Lincolnshire during the fighting on the
14th September were eight officers (including the Battalion
Ml?)l killed or wounded, and one hundred and eighty other
ranks.

Just before daybreak on the 1 5th the battalion, with the Royal
Scots Fusiliers (both weak in numbers), moved out from Vailly
in order to support the 4th Royal Fusiliers and 1st Northumber-
land Fusiliers. ~The latter battalions were holding a ridge about
a mile north of Vailly, a winding, sunken road leading up from

1 Captain H.E. Dawson, Lieutenant A.W. Peddie and four other i i
: 1 W. ranks killed. Lieut.~
Colonel W.E.B. Smith, Captain F.W. Greatwood, 2nd Lieutenants C. Hutchinson and
H.L. Trist, and one hundred and two other ranks wounded. Captain G.A.K. Kemp-
thorne, R.A.M.C. (MO) and 2nd Lieutenant Wyatt wounded and missing, and seventy-
four other ranks missing, most of whom were probably killed.
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the town to and over the ridge. On the right side of this road
was a rather high bank well covered with tall trees and bushes :
the bank on the left side of the road was neither as high nor as
well protected. Into this roadway cutting the Lincolnshire and
Royal Scots Fusiliers moved, in which position they were in
support to the Royal Fusiliers, who were astride the road on the
top, and the Northumberland Fusiliers who were on the left.

Here throughout the 15th (the last day of the Aisne battle)
the Lincolnshire remained, digging themselves into the bank and
making themselves as comfortable as possible, so far as the
incessant shelling to which the road was exposed permitted.
Battalion Headquarters were established in a small cottage on
the right of the road until it was demolished the next day by
German shells.

39



THIS IS A BLANK PAGE




23R° - 247Y
AUGUST

Cambrai =07 : Map to show the daily marches

' ‘ of the st Battalion, Lincolnshire

* Regiment, during the Retreat from

- Mons, and the subsequent Advance

tdmjsne, from the 23rd August
to the 12th September, 1914.

TH kM .
m Bellicour

Hargicourts
Vil leret &

- [T 6w, A
Vermandg
{

28TMAUG |
(10 Am)

Freniche \ Guiscard

0

[1378-14T" SEPTEMBER |

Vailly o ~grenelle
X% %haﬁsemy [2TH SEPT.

FEEaue] NS¢
(6.30em) Novon

" Pontbi
ZS“:'AL!G/D

' Morsai raisn
BoT A T'; RBoissons /5% 5
Vlcfsur"—Alsn . ‘fggéssons -
‘ ., ' j i Grand Rozoy
Compiegne 3 \ . [I78 SEPTEMBLI
Villers
. Cotterets Q Breny
mVaumennes IO SEPT.
Crepy-en *Valojs ammard* Chateau-
T Gor drevnlle Llﬂ""l} Nemlly BThierry
- Gﬁgf""Montreu:l |OTHSEPTEMBER]
Bouillanc JBezu > :
15 BEPTEMBER =2 %" /3 I
(120 4 g Nanteuil
SSEET] » gTla Ferte-sousJoRuarre
2(.I SEF R Penchard), = P"WRebals Jouy
[3ro glvieaux
' Vaucourtos , Chauf'ﬁy
parne f N ooy, 8 o oBiommiers I
AT 5 [ _ifvFaremoutiers
| &f Fo N,/ YW [gwSEPTEMBER]
‘ I'I)Q. ofCrec_y '
Paris,, /. £ ENef,
2 L"“SEPTEMBE!Z[ Chatres
/ © Liverdi l67H SEPTEMBER|
©sosco 10w

Miles




PART TWO

TRENCH WARFARE, REINFORCEMENTS,
AND
THE BATTLES OF 1914



TRENCH WARFARE [sEPT., 1914
I

THE BEGINNING OF TRENCH WARFARE

Headquarters had been established was destroyed by

shell-fire on the 16th, and from that date all ranks lived
in holes in the ground ; hardly good enough to be called dug-
outs, such as were used later in the war. No fires or lights were
permitted, nor were the men able to do any cooking. Tea was
sometimes made in the town and rations were fetched over the
river at night by ration parties. For a while orchards and vine-
yards, which lay close to the roadside, provided plenty of fruit.
Showery weather set in and the nights were now very cold.
Occasionally there were spells of warm sunshine when the men
would emerge from their dug-outs and bask in the sun, scuttling
back when the enemy’s artillery opened fire. Without over-
coats and blankets, and only a few waterproof sheets, it was
wonderful how all ranks endured the cold and wet as they did
without serious casualties.

There was little real rest in the front line trenches even at
night, for during the hours of darkness the battalion stood to
arms once or twice, and always at daybreak. Moreover,
whenever the enemy’s infantry opened a fusilade of rifle-fire,
everyone had to be on the alert, and this happened frequently
throughout the day and often at night.

At this period the hostile artillery was superior both in number
of guns and calibre to that of the British. The Germans in
pre-war days had foreseen a siege war, i.e., a possible war against
forts or entrenched positions, and had provided their army with
howitzers(high-angle guns)ofall calibres, the 8-in. howitzer being
largely used. This gun fired a shell which gave off black smoke
and was nicknamed * Jack Johnson ”” and made a crater fifteen
to twenty feet across and about ten feet deep. To these guns
the British had little with which to reply until on the 23rd
September, a number of old pattern 6-in. howitzers arrived from
England, but these were, of course, far inferior to the enemy’s
8-in. howitzers. A small high-velocity gun used by the enemy
was very accurate and caused many casualties. It fired a small
shell (““ whizz-bang ), the report of discharge and burst being
practically simultaneous. _

Practically all the British positions north and south of the
Aisne were under fire from the enemy’s guns ; the battalion
transport vehicles, for instance, were parked south of the river
at Chassemy and came in for their share of shell-fire. On one
occasion when the horses had been hooked in, and shells fell in
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the neighbourhood, it was only by standing to the horses and
holding on to them that Lance-Corporal York succeeded in
preventing a stampede, for which gallant action he was awarded
the D.C.M.

The night of the 20/21st was eventful. The battalion held
some trenches, taken over from the Royal Fusiliers very close
to the German trenches. During the night, under cover of a
continuous fusilade of rifle-fire, the enemy commenced digging
what appeared to be pits for field guns in front of their line,
suggesting an imminent attack. Qur rapid fire, mainly directed
on the diggers, dimly discerned in the moonlight, seemed to have
frustrated the intention of the enemy as no attack materialised
and several German dead were seen in front of their lines when
day broke. ,

‘The Lincolnshire were relieved by the 2nd York and Lancaster
on the 21st in broad daylight without interference by the enemy,
which was surprising.  The battalion marched away down the
sunken road and took cover in a large quarry until sunset.
After dark companies in single file crossed the Aisne and took
the road to Braisne. The enemy seems to have been aware of
their withdrawal for he shelled the bridge and the river and
several casualties were suffered.

Along the road to Braisne the Lincolnshire passed two more
battalions of the 16th Brigade moving up to relieve the remainder
of the gth Brigade, which had been ordered to withdraw for
refitting and a well-earned rest at Courcelles, a small village
about two miles east of Braisne and some five miles south of the
Aisne. Reinforcements under Lieutenant Dove joined the
battalion about the 20th and at Courcelles, some days later,
another draft under Captain R.H. Spooner.

_ The battalion arrived in billets about 11 o’clock at night very
tired and very dirty. 'This was the first occasion all ranks had
been definitely relieved from duty in the front line or in support,
after the crossing of the Aisne. Since the arrival in France, the
advance to Mons and the Retreat, no opportunity for a good clean
up and attention to clothing and equipment had been possible.
The battalion came out of the trenches, therefore, deficient in
many articles ; their clothes in a terrible condition from constant
soakings al:ld contact with mud, their boots in holes and anything
but watertight, resembling very little the smart battalion which
left Portsmouth in August.

Those few days at Courcelles, however, worked wonders and
although the advance depots were unable to replace all clothing
and equipment required (many of the men were still minus pack
and overcoats and no blankets were issued), when the battalion
went back to the trenches on the 2 sth all ranks were rested and
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well fed and ready for any fighting or hard living which might
fall to their lot.

The trenches taken over by the Lincolnshire from the 1st
Royal Scots (8th Brigade) on the night of 2 5th September were
on a ridge nearly a mile to the left of their old trenches. The
battalion arrived on the southern slope of the hill at about 9 p.m.,
and occupied some shallow dug-outs after a platoon from each
company had been sent to the firing line over the brow of the
hill. These trenches, which were not ¢ontinuous, but in short
lengths, were only occupied during the night time, the troops
being withdrawn before dawn, leaving piquets behind hidden
amongst trees or in gullies. Instead of a plateau, there was, in
front of the battalion a deep valley, the sides of which were
broken up by ravines filled with bushes. It was necessary to guard
against surprise by piqueting these.  Patrols also reconnoitred
the valley and a deserted village which was hidden amongst the
trees. About a dozen marksmen were selected, and employed
as sharpshooters and did excellent work. They were posted
near Battalion Headquarters, and some were always on the
look-out during daylight, and any movement of German scouts
or snipers was promptly dealt with. .

The 26th was characterised by slight shelling in the morning
which greatly increased during the afternoon, but only three
men were wounded. The battalion snipers had a few shots on.
this day at a group of Germans about seven hundred and fifty
yards away and two of the enemy fell. ~On the 27th the Germans
first used hand-grenades, though there are no records of their
use against the Lincolnshire. On this date also A Company
was sent to relieve a company of the Royal Scots Fusiliers on
the right. 'The 28th again witnessed slight shelling during the
morning, increasing as the day wore on. At about 6 p.m., two
shells from what was obviously a new heavy howitzer fell, one
in front and the other in the rear of the trenches and burst with
terrific force. 'These were apparently ranging shots, for they
were followed by twelve others traversing along the whole line
but to the amazement and gratification of the men, none of them
exploded. Three more men were wounded on the 28th.

The next day (29th) the battalion had its first experience of
bomb-dropping from the air, but the bombs fell very wide ?f
their mark and exploded harmlessly in the yalley in No Man’s
Land. “ Nofiringatall. No casualties,” is the record for 30th
September. On the 1st October rumours were afloat that the
battalion was to be relieved the following day and moved from
the Aisne. In these days very little news filtered through as to
what was happening outside any particular area. o

At night orders were received for the relief of the battalion
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by the Shropshire Light Infantry, who were to take over the line
held by the Lincolnshire on the 2nd October. At 7 p.m. on
that date the battalion marched out of Vailly and re-crossed the
Aisne for the last time. Crossing over the now well-battered
bridge which led to the Chassemy road, the battalion set out
for Braisne. The road was dotted with shell holes filled with
water (for rain had fallen), into which more than one man slipped.
At Braisne the expected orders were received. 'They directed
the battalion to march to Servenay, the 9th Brigade having been
ordered to march to the area Servenay—Cramaille-Grandiselle.

Throughout the whole of the night of the 2nd /3rd the bat-
talion with Brigade Headquarters and the Royal Fusiliers,
marched on their destination, passing through the villages of
Cerceuil, Clory, Housse and Arcy. At about 3.30 a.m. on
the latter date, after having marched some twenty miles, the
Lincolnshire reached Servenay and were billeted in the barns
of a large farm. The Northumberland Fusiliers and Royal
Scots Fusiliers, who had previously arrived in Augy, also moved
to the Brigade area.

The inward meaning of the withdrawal of the gth Brigade
from the Aisne was the transfer of the British Expeditionary
Force to' the Bethune~Ypres area, for from the third week in
September the left flank of the Allies and the right flank of the
German Armies were engaged in what is now known as “ the
race to the coast.”

Meanwhile Sir John French suggested to General Joffre that
the appropriate strategic position of the British Expeditionary
Force was on the left of the Allied line. To this the French
Commander-in-Chief agreed and arrangements were made to
withdraw the British Army from the Aisne.

Meanwhile the 1st Lincolnshire, marching by night to conceal
their movements from hostile aircraft, had with other units of
the 9th Brigade, left Servenay on the 3rd October at 5.45 p.m.
for Troesnes—an eighteen-mile march. They marched again
on the night of the 4th for Crepy-en-Valois (twenty-two miles).
The march to Crepy-en-Valois was a long and particularly trying
one, but the men * stuck it "’ most pluckily, and the whole bat-
talion reached its billets in Crepy complete. On the night of the
sth they marched to Rhuis, whence, after a halt of two and a
half hours the battalion marched to La Croix St. Ouen, which
was reached at dawn on the 6th. Here the Lincolnshire en-
trained for Abbeville. The battalion received welcome assist-
ance in detraining at Abbeville from the London Scottish, who
had recently arrived from England.

. The Battalion. Diary has the following interesting note :
6The men were in a very exhausted condition, Seventeen days
4
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in the wet and mud of the trenches with no time to take off their
clothing and only one day on which they could take their boots
off had made their feet in a very bad state. Following this were
three forced marches. These abnormal conditions accounted for
their exhaustion. After a four hours wait, during which the
men were able to cook and make hot tea, the Battalion entrained
and proceeded via Amiens to Longpré, where we arrived about
8 p.m. (6th), and halted there till 11 a.m. on the following day,
when we went on to Abbeville, where we detrained.”

The Lincolnshire then marched to Buigny and billeted in
farm buildings, where for the time being the battalion may be
left enjoying a short but well-earned rest.

II

THE MOBILISATION OF THE 3RD (RESERVE) BATTALION, THE
TERRITORIALé, AND RAISING OF THE SERVICE BATTALIONS OF THE
REGIMENT ‘

The task of training and despatching drafts to the battalions
serving overseas of the regular and new armies, to replace the
wastage of war, devolved on the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of the
Regiment, formerly militia, commanded by Lieut-.Colonel
W.V.R. Fane. The battalion was stationed at Grimsby, its
war station, from August 1914 to November 1917.. Whilst
at Grimsby it shared with the 3rd and 4th Battalions Manchester
Regiment the duty of guarding the coast defences on the south
side of the Humber, and furnished detachments from time to
time at Killingholme Oil Tanks, Immingham Docks and Waltham
Wireless Station.

The Wireless Station was frequently the object of attack by
German aeroplanes, but escaped injury. A number of the 3rd
Battalion Manchester Regiment, however, billeted in a school
at Cleethorpes were killed by bombs. N

In November 1917 it was decided, in consequence of conditions
obtaining in Ireland, to replace Irish Special Reserve battalions
serving there by English, Welsh and Scotch battalions, and the
3rd Lincolnshire moved to Cork, where it was quartered in
Victoria Barracks, with a battalion of the King’s Liverpool
Regiment, and one of the Welsh Fusiliers.

In February 1918 the 3rd Lincolnshire sent a detachment of
twenty-eight officers and four hundred and twenty other ranks
to Tulla, in Co. Clare, where the Sinn Feiners were setting law
and order at defiance. 'The detachment was recalled to Cork
on the news of the German offensive of the 2 1st March, and soon
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afterwards the battalion sent a draft of every available man to
replace casualties.

The work both at Grimsby and Cork was difficult and com-
plicated ; in the early days of the war, officers and men remained
long enough with the Battalion to be fairly well trained, and to
acquire some feeling of esprit de corps. But as the war pro-
gressed, and the number of battalions at the front as well as the
casualties increased, the training of officers and men had to be
perpetually hastened and intensified, and when time permitted
training at home was supplemented by training at base camps
at Etaples and elsewhere in France, before sending the drafts
to the front line.

Captain M.G.H. Barker (Colonel Barker, D.S.0., A.A. and
Q.M.G., Eastern Command) was Adjutant of the Battalion for
the first five months ; he was succeeded by Captain E. James
(Lieut.-Colonel James, D.S.0., M.C., E. Lancs. Regt.), and he
by Captain H. Disbrowe, invalided from France. Captain and
Quartermaster T. Hammond served with the Battalion through-
out the war.

The following figures for 1914 and 1915 are of interest. The
3rd Battalion sent to the 1st to replace casualties in 1914, in less
than five months’ fighting, 1,336 men. In 1915 the 2nd, 6th,
8th and 7th needed reinforcements, as well as 1st Battalion, and
the numbers sent out during the year were :—

To replace casualties.

st Battalion ... 1,430 ... at Ypres, first attack Bellewaarde.
a2nd <. 1,000 ... at Neuve Chapelle, Aubers and Bois Grenier.
6th w. 1,082 .. at Gallipoli.
8th » 461 ... At Loos.
7th 59 ... Early days in the trenches.
Total ... 4,132

——

No * conscientious objector ’ came to the 3rd Battalion from
Lincolnshire ; but three men from another county gave a good
deal of trouble in this connection. After a time more than half
the men posted to the battalion were men from the Expeditionary
Force, sent home on account of wounds or sickness, and some of
these returned to the front with three or four wound stripes.

Whilst the 1st Battalion of the Regiment was engaged with
the enemy in Flanders and in France, the Territorial battalions
were in training,

On the 25th of July, 1914, the 4th (Lieut.-Colonel J.W.
Jessop) and sth (Lieut.-Colone]l T.E. Sandall) Battalions* (T)

1 The 4th and sth (T) Battalions of the Lincolnshire Regi

) ¢ egiment formed part of the
Lincoln and Leicester Infantry Brigade of the North Midlafd (T.F.) Divisign. They
were brigaded with the 4th and sth Battalions Leicestershire Regiment. The Division
was subsequently numbered the 46th, and the Brigade the 138th.
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assembled at Bridlington for their usual annual training, but on
the 2nd of August, received orders to return to their Head-
quarters on the 3rd. By the afternoon of the 4th both battalions
had returned to their respective Headquarters and been dismissed
with orders to hold themselves in readiness to assemble at their
Drill Halls on receipt of the hourly expected orders to mobilise.
These came during the evening. The sth, the first day of
mobilisation, was one of great excitement and activity. At that
early period only five Territorial battalions had signed the General
Service obligation ““to serve overseas if required in time of
national danger,” but on the declaration of war it was not long
before the majority of Territorial units throughout the country
volunteered for service overseas whenever they were required.

The first duties which fell to the lot of the Lincolnshire
Territorials were to guard Grimsby Docks and Harbour, to
protect the electric power station, wireless station at Weelsby
and the construction of defences at the mouth of the Humber.

On the 1oth of August, both battalions reported mobilisation
complete and the following day they entrained for Belper, the
War Station of the Lincolnshire and Leicestershire Brigade.
For the next few days training consisted chiefly of route marching
with full equipment. On the 15th, however, a move was made
to Luton, which for several months was the home of the North
Midland Division, the Lincolnshire being billeted in the town.

The 1 /4th and 1/5th Lincolnshire were eventually posted to
the 138th Brigade, 46th Division, and went to France with
that formation in February 19135.

On the 15th of September, 1914, the Government called on
the Territorials to volunteer for foreign service, and practically
all battalions throughout the country answered the call, though
for various reasons not all ranks could undertake overseas obliga-
tions. Units of which not less than sixty per cent. volunteered
were designated * General Service,”” and were ordered to recruit
up to establishment and twenty-five per cent. beyond it. As
soon as units had obtained a sufficiently high percentage of
volunteers for service overseas, a second unit of similar strength
was formed : the latter were termed “ Second Line ™ units ;
Later, *“ Third Line” units were formed. The original Territorial
battalions then became known as the First Line units. ‘Thus
the 4th and sth Lincolnshire became the 1 J4th and 1/5th
Battalions. .

The 2 /4th and 2 /5th Lincolnshire were formed at Luton in
January 1915, and became part of the 177th Brigade of the g9th
Division. ~ The men for these two battalions were taken from
a Provisional Battalion organised at Dunstable in September 1914
of drafts of men from Lincoln, Grimsby and Leicester. The
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Leicester men formed the two Leicester battalions of the 1477th
Brigade.

After service in Ireland in 1916 the 2 /4th and 2 /sth Lincoln-
shire went to France with the 59th Division in February 1917.

The 3/4th and 3/s5th were organised in April 1915 and in
October 1916 were amalgamated under Colonel Hart. These
battalions did not serve oversea.

There was also a Provisional Battalion, known as the 28th,
later designated the 13th Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment, and
classified as a Territorial battalion, but of this unit no details
are available.

Meanwhile, on the sth of August 1914, the House of
Commons authorised an increase of the Regular Army by
500,000 men, and on the 7th the Secretary of State for War
(Lord Kitchener) announced by means of posters and the press
the immediate call to arms of 100,000 recruits to form the first
New Army of six divisions.t

The 6th was the first of the Service Battalions (as the New
Army battalions were called) of the Lincolnshire Regiment to be
raised. As early as the 8th of August Captain Elkington and
Lieutenant and Quartermaster P.F. Jones, two regular
officers of the Regiment, arrived at Belton Park, near Grantham,
to make preparations for receiving recruits from the depot at
Lincoln, where large numbers were enlisting. By the end of
the month four companies were formed and the original nucleus
of a few regular soldiers had expanded to a battalion with Lieut.-
Colonel M.P. Phelps in command.

The 6th Lincolnshire? were quartered in Belton Park, just
outside Grantham. The early days of the battalion were not
easy, as the men had only their civilian clothes, they had no rifles,
and target practice had to be carried out with air guns on 2
miniature range. 'These disadvantages were, however, taken in
good spirit, for all ranks were full of enthusiasm.

On the 11th of September the Government issued orders for
the raising of a Second New Army (K.II), also of six divisions,
i.e., 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th, and the 7th (Service)
Battalion of the Lincolnshire Regiment came into being.

The 7th Lincolnshire were raised at Lincoln, joined the 17th
Division, and were posted to the §1st Infantry Brigade. Lieut.-
Colonel J. Forrest (who took the battalion to France in July
1915) said : “I reported at Wool, Dorsetshire, about 20th
September, 1914, and took over about eight hundred n.c.0.s
and men from Gardner®, who arrived that same morning from

1«R.1” consisted of the gth, roth, rith, 1 1visi
1 ) » 12th, 13th and 14th Divisions.
2 The 6th Lincolnshire formed part of the 33rd ,Infantry Brigade, 11th Division : they

were brigaded with the 6th Border Regiment, 7th South Staffordsand gth Notts and Derby.
3 A former officer of the Regiment.
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Lincoln. Iwasin charge of the 77th battalion until Colonel Reid,
late Highland Light Infantry, arrived some weeks later to take
command. I was later on duly appointed second-in-command,
and in March 1915 was given command and took the battalion
to France on the 14th of July, 1915.”

The raising of yet another New Army—the Third—con-
sisting of the 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th and 26th Divisions
was ordered on the 13th of September, and the 8th Lincolnshire
were formed as part of the 63rd Brigade, 21st Division. The
first Commanding Officer was Lieut.-Colonel E.B, Wilkinson
(formerly a Lincolnshire regimental officer and sometime Ad-
jutant of the 1st Battalion). The newly-formed battalion con-
centrated in Halton Park, near Tring, and like other Service
Battalions, presented at first a motley appearance until uniforms,
equipment and boots were issued. The winter of 1914 was
spent in billets at Leighton Buzzard, but in the spring of 1914
a move was made first back to Halton Park and later to Witley
Camp. On the 10th of September, 19135, the battalion en-
trained for Folkestone and crossed over to Boulogne, under the
command of Lieut.-Colonel H.E. Walter,® Colonel Wilkinson,
having been appointed to command the 62nd Brigade.

The raising of the 1oth Service Battalion shows well the spirit
of the County. In August 1914 a few old boys of the Wintring-
ham Secondary School at Grimsby approached their late Head-
master, Captain Stream, with a suggestion that he should form
"a company of infantry from the old boys of the School. Captain
Stream willingly agreed and called a meeting of old boys at the
School on the 1st of September. At the meeting the formation
of the suggested company was enthusiastically decided on : the
company was to offer its services to the. sth Territorial Battalion.
Fifty-two old boys volunteered that evening and drills began
next morning. Captain Stream, who commanded the School
O.T.C., placed the Armoury and organisation of the Corps at
the disposal of the new company, being assisted by Lieutenant
AW.S Pratte, O.T.C, and several ex-n.c.o’s. The
“ Chums ” (as they immediately styled themselves) grew rapidly
in numbers and at the end of the first week of training were over
two hundred strong. They then offered their services to the
. 0.C,, sth Lincolnshire, but great was their disappointment when
they were informed that that battalion was already at full
strength.

Captain Stream then interviewed Alderman Tate, the Mayor
of Grimsby, and that patriotic gentleman, who with his colleagues
on the Recruiting Committee had determined that Grimsby
should not be behind in showing its patriotism, approached the

1 Lieut.-Colonel Walter had also served as Adjutant to the rst Battalion.
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War Office through the Northern Command at York, with a
request for permission to form a complete battalion from the
Borough of Grimsby.

The ¢ Chums ”’ formed the nucleus of the Town’s Battalion,
which afterwards was designated the 1oth (Service) Battalion of
the Lincolnshire Regiment. The old boys of Wintringham were
joined by old boys from Humberstone Grammar School, St.
James’ Choir School, Louth Grammar School and Worksop
College : a number of bank clerks, civil servants and young
business men from Grimsby also swelled the ranks of the
battalion, which by the end of October had a strength of about
one thousand all ranks. Major G. C. Bennett was the first
commanding officer, but was succeeded in October by Lieut.-
Colonel the Hon. G.E. Heneage (now Lord Heneage).

On the 4th of December the battalion moved to Brocklesby
Farm, and in June 1915 to Studley Royal, near Ripon. The
1oth Lincolnshire now formed part of the 1015t Infantry Brigade
of the 34th Division. After three months hard training on the
Yorkshire Moors the battalion moved first to Strensall, then to
Perham Down, to a canvas camp, until the end of September,
when, as the 34th Division was assembling at Sutton Veny, the
Lincolnshire moved to that place. At Sutton Veny the battalion
completed its training and embarked for France on the 4th of
January 1916.

There were two other Service Battalions, i.e., the gth and 11th,
but neither of these saw service overseas, being kept in the United
Kingdom for the purpose of training and supplying drafts for
the battalions overseas.

Three more battalions must be mentioned to complete the
contribution of Lincolnshire to the war, viz. : the 12th (Labour)
Battalion ; there were also Labour Companies and the 1st and
2nd Garrison Battalions. 'The 12th (Labour) Battalion and the
Labour Companies served in France and Flanders and had
casualties. The 1st Garrison Battalion served in India, for
guard duties, and the 2nd in the United Kingdom. Both the
Labour Battalion, and Companies and the Garrison Battalions
were composed largely of old soldiers who formerly served in the
regular army, in many different regiments, but very few, if any,
Judging from the list of casualties and deaths, in the Lincolnshire

egument.

‘The history of the Lincolnshire Regiment in the Great War
would not be complete without reference to a contingent of the
Bermuda Volunteer Rifle Corps, which was attached to the 1st
Battalion and served with it from June 1915 to the end. It will
be remembered that the 2nd Battalion was quartered in Bermuda
when war broke out. When the local volunteer Rifle Corps
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volunteered for service, application was made that it might be
attached to the Lincolnshire Regiment.

‘The 1st Bermuda contingent consisted of one officer, Captain
R.J. Tucker, V.D,, and eighty-nine other ranks, and joined the
Ist Battalion in June 1915. The 2nd contingent, Lieutenant
Trimmingham, and thirty-six other ranks, all trained machine
gunners, joined in September. These contingents lost forty
other ranks killed or died of wounds, whose names are recorded
in the “ Roll of Honour ” of the Lincolnshire Regiment which
is deposited in Lincoln Cathedral. Their casualties, in killed
and wounded, were over seventy-five per cent. of their strength.
Major Tucker was promoted and awarded the O.B.E. The
present Commanding Officer (1930), Major R.C. Earl, was a
Colour Sergeant in the 1st contingent, and recommended for a
commission for work in the field. Others were also promoted
to commissions. Amongst those who specially distinguished
themselves were Corporals Noble, Churm, Maderiot, Ingham
and Marshall. :

The contingents left France in March, 1915, and returned to
Bermuda in May 1919, )

The connection of the Bermuda Volunteer Rifle Corps with
the Lincolnshire Regiment has, since the War, been made per-
manent, as it now, with the sanction of His Majesty the King,
appears in the Army List as an “ Allied Regiment.”

111

THE BATTLES OF LA BASSEE, ARMENTIERES, AND MESSINES, I9I4
IOTH OCTOBER—2ND NOVEMBER

The II. Corps (Smith-Dorrien’s) was due to arrive on the
line of the Aire-La Bassee Canal on the 11th October, covered
on its left by the Cavalry Corps and in touch on the right with
the Tenth French Army* : the III. Corps was to come into line
on the left of the II. )

On the 1oth a conference took place between Sir John French
and General Foch, at which it was agreed that a combined advance
eastwards should be made by the French and British troops in
the north, the latter passing north of Lille.? The intention of
the Allies was to make another attempt to turn the right flank of
the German Armies. ) )

Early on the 1oth October the II. Corps continued its
movement to the Aire—La Bassee Canal: The 1st Lincolnshire,

1 The left of the Tenth French Army was at Vermelles, south of the La'Bass.ee Canal.
2 On the 1oth October there was still a garrison of 4,000 French troops in Lille.
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marching with other units of the Brigade, halted at 3 a.m. near
Hesdin. At 9 a.m. a fleet of French motor-buses and lorries
arrived, which carried the Brigade to Sains les Pernes and
Sachin, where the troops billeted. :

At 8 a.m. on the 11th the Battalion left Sachin and again
marching in a north-easterly direction, reached Busnes, just

south of the Aire-La Bassee Canal, where the Brigade billeted.
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(See ante page 46)

The battalion left Busnes at 6 a.m. on the 12th, and after
marching along the southern bank of the Aire Canal for about two
miles, crossed by a bridge, and by way of water-logged lanes
arrived within a short distance of Vieille Chapelle where a halt was
called. The 7th and 8th Brigades were then driving back the
enemy, whose infantry clung to every hedge, lane and ditch
which afforded cover. The gth Brigade was in reserve.

La Vieille, less than half-a-mile away, was being shelled by
the enemy, the church tower being the target which attracted
the German artillery. The low-lying country of the Lys valley
afforded few artillery observation posts, so that every high build-
ing was used by the opposing forces for observing purposes. The
battalion watched shell after shell explode around the church,
until finally the whole structure was in a blaze : at dusk the
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Lincolnshire were ordered to billets, but on the way received
orders to reinforce the 7th Brigade. They then moved in a
south-easterly direction, passing through Lacouture and taking
up a defensive position on the south-west side of the road leading
to Richebourg—St.Waast, with the 7th Brigade in front holding
the valley about the Estaires—La Bassee road : the 8th Brigade
was on the left of the 7th. On the right of the 3rd Division,
the sth Division were astride the La Bassee Canal.

Vastly different from the hills and valleys on the Aisne was
the country in which the II. Corps was now operating. The
low-lying country of the Lys was flat and intersected with dykes
and ditches. Occasionally there was a rise in the ground for a
few feet, and about ten miles east of Bethune there was a low
ridge extending from between Armentieres and Lille to within
a few miles of La Bassee, which in time became known as the
Aubers Ridge, otherwise the terrain was uninteresting and
dismal : bogs, streams, thick hedgerows, pollard willows along
the edge of waterways, dank and muddy roads, here and there
farms and buildings—such was the Lys Valley when the opera-
tions against the enemy began in October 1914. And as
trenches were dug, the countryside churned up by artillery fire
and pock-marked by shell holes, and the roads became broken
by transport and traffic, desolation began to spread its grim hand
over a once peaceful country.  But as yet the miseries of that first
winter in the trenches were mercifully hidden from our troops.

Heavy rain fell during the night 12th/13th October and in a
thin drizzle the Lincolnshire advanced to support the 7th Brigade.
Their way lay through Richebourg—St. Waast, where a broad
stream, bridged only by a single plank, had to be crossed.
The battalion was now within range of the enemy’s rifle fire,
while all around shells were bursting for the German artillery
was subjecting the line of the 77th Brigade to persistent and heavy
shelling. Four men, the first casualties suffered by the battalion
since the transfer of the British Expeditionary Force from the
Aisne, were wounded on this day. Having crossed the stream,
the Lincolnshire lay down and awaited further orders, as.there
was no room for them in the firing line. All day long, in the
rain, they were in this position, then came a succession of orders,
first that the battalion was to entrench itself ; this ors:le.r was
cancelled and was followed by another soon after to rejoin the
9th Brigade at Vieille Chapelle, but on the way further orders
were received, to move to Lacouture and reinforce the 14th
Infantry Brigade (5th Division). It was close on midnight when
the Battalion turned into the buildings of: a large farm at Lacgu—
ture, tired out and greatly exhausted owing to the heavy going
and want of sleep.
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In the farm the battalion remained throughout the 14th,!
though at 2 p.m. B Company was sent to support the Man-
chesters of the 14th Brigade, who were being heavily attacked.
About 6 p.m. the Germans made another attack and A Company,
with a machine gun, was sent forward to support the Duke of
Cornwall’s Light Infantry. The Lincolnshire remained in
Lacouture until § a.m. on the 145th, when A and B Companies

LA BASSEE ,[914.
Armentieres

=

Miles

S
§ Aubers
0@
Viei Piet . .
i%ggélele Neuvg rf[a Cliqueterie Farm

Ricﬁebour-gCha\oeI le gHerlies

St.Vaast

having rejoined, the whole battalion marched back to Vieille
Chapelle and rejoined their own Brigade.

By the night of the 15th the enemy had been pressed back
still further.

On the 16th the 9th Brigade took over a portion of the front
line. Reveille was at 1.30 a.m., and at 2.30 a.m. the Lincoln-
shire marched off to relieve the 2nd Royal Irish Regiment (8th

1 About 10 a.m. on _tl.ze 14th October, Major-General Hubert Hamilton, the Com-
mander of the 3rd Division, was killed by a shrapnel bullet, about two miles south of
Estaires, to the great sorrow of all ranks, - .
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Brigade) near Rouge Croix. At 7 a.m. the battalion advanced
to the cross roads and entrenched. Here they remained until
3 p-m., when the battalion pushed on to Pietre. In this advance
A and B Companies acted as advanced guard until contact with
the enemy was established beyond Pietre and to the south of
Aubers, where on the slope of a ridge the German rearguard
had taken up position. ‘The battalion advanced to the top of
this ridge, drove in the enemy’s rearguard, seized La Cliqueterie
Farm and took up a line beyond the road through Bas Wailly
and L’Aventure. But the Lincolnshire had now penetrated
beyond the general alignment of the II. Corps : an outpost
line was therefore established by A and B Companies, the
remainder of the battalion withdrawing to the above farm for
the night.

When darkness fell the sky was illuminated by the red glow
from burning buildings dotted about on all sides. Farms and
churches blazed fiercely, but behind the British lines the fires
were more subdued and were gradually dying down.

The advance was continued at 7 a.m. on the 17th, A and B
Companies of the Lincolnshire still leading the attack of that
battalion. At 1.30 p.m., Colonel Smith was ordered to attack
and capture the village of Herlies. A and B Companies forming
the firing line, with C and D in support.

This attack, carried out with great dash, is well described in
the Battalion Diary, and the narrative is given in full.

“ The village of Herlies, looking at it from the point of view
of our attack, was situated at the foot of a long and gentle slope,
perfectly open and at that time covered with beet. On our side
the village was defended by strong entrenchments, further pro-
tected by barbed-wire entanglements. The enemy was in con-
siderable force of infantry and was supported by machine guns
and a horse battery. The distance to be crossed was 1,450
yards. Battalion advanced in lines to within 1,000 yards of
position, when we commenced to return the heavy fire poured
into us. From thence we worked our way by short rushes to
within five hundred yards of the forward trenches. At this
point an urgent order was received that the village must be
carried before dusk. Whereupon Colonel Smith gave the order
to “cease fire.”” The battalion made three or four rushes,
lying down between each. 'When near enough to the position
Colonel Smith gave the order to “charge.” At about three
hundred yards from the position the enemy commenced to
waver and many were seen to leave their trenches. Battalion
pressed home and crossing the entanglements carried the trenches
at the point of the bayonet, following the enemy through the
burning village.”
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But now unfortunately the Divisional artillery, unaware that
the battalion had taken the village, recommenced to shell the
place, and the gallant Lincolnshire had to withdraw to the western
exits until word was sent back to the guns to stop firing : the
Battalion then advanced again, but most of the enemy had
escaped, though forty prisoners were taken. The Lincolnshire
were shortly afterwards relieved by the Royal Fusiliers and moved
back to billets in La Cliqueterie Farm.

This brilliant bayonet charge and the capture of Herlies drew
immediate congratulations from Divisional Headquarters, the
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THE ATTACK ON HERLIES

Brigadier of the gth Brigade, at the close of the day’s operations,
sending the following message to Colonel Smith : * General
dOfﬁIC?’r Commanding 3rd Division congratulates you and so
ol

The casualties in this affair were one officer (Lieutenant
Peace) died of wounds, 2nd Lieutenants Cave-Orme and Lucas
wounded, three other ranks killed and eighty wounded.

During the day Captain C.C. Lyall was killed by a stray bullet.
Early on the 19th the Lincolnshire relieved the Royal Scots
Fusiliers in the front line, where all day long they were under
intermittent shell and rifle fire, 2nd Lieutenant Baines and three
men being wounded.

NoTe. The gth Brigade Diary gives the disposition of the Brigade on the night
17th /18th October as follows : Northumberland Fusiliers and Royal Fusiliers in Herlies,
holding the outer edges : Lincolnshire billeted in La Cliqueterie Farm, Bas Pommereau.
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The 20th October witnessed hard fighting all along the line.
From Armentieres to Ypres the Germans attacked in very
superior numbers, whilst south of that line British troops in the
front line were called upon to beat off successive violent attacks.

The 9th Brigade, still holding the line Herlies—L.’Aventure,
was heavily shelled at about 9 a.m., and an hour later the German
infantry advanced to the attack, but our guns caught them in the
open and broke up the advance. At 12 noon another attack
was launched, the Royal Fusiliers losing heavily, but the enemy
made no headway and gave up the attempt at about 1.14§ p.m.
A third attack was threatened at 2. §0 p.m. against the south-eastern
corner of Herlies, but did not materialise. Spasmodic attempts
under cover of heavy shell fire were made against the Lincoln-
shire line all day with no success. One shell fell in B Com-
pany’s trench, killing one and wounding eight other ranks.
About 4 p.m. another shell burst over Battalion Headquarters,
wounding 2nd Lieutenant Spooner, killing Pioneer-Sergeant
Sole and wounding eight more men,

The 21st and 22nd were similarly days of constant action, all
attacks by the enemy being repulsed with heavy losses to his
infantry. On the latter date the Brigade shortened its front by
withdrawing to a new line of trenches from Helpecarbe (exclu-
sive) to Le Pluich (exclusive). ‘The Lincolnshire therefore fell
back eight hundred yards just before dawn, but were scarcely
in position when the German artillery opened fire and continued
to shell the position all day, killing two men and wounding
nine. :

On the 23rd another withdrawal took place, the gth Brigade
falling back to a line on the Richebourg—Armentieres road before
daylight, the Lincolnshire acting as rearguard.! At 10 a.m.
the Germans advanced and established themselves about seven
hundred yards in front of the Brigade. Before dawn on the
24th, an attempt by the enemy to advance was repulsed by
rifle fire. ’

The 25th resembled the 20th, in that before dawn the Ger-
mans attacked and continued their attacks all day long, but
without success. Rifle and machine-gun fire swept the trenches
of the Lincolnshire, killing Lieutenant V.D.B. Bransbury, 2nd
Lieutenant R. Willis (York and Lancaster Regxment attached
1st Lincolnshire), and nine other ranksand WounQ1ng twelve men.

At last, at about 3.30 a.m., on 26th, the battalion was rehe\jed
by the Northumberland Fusiliers and marched back three miles
to billets in the village of Rouge Croix. All ranks were now

1The withdrawal, though difficult, quite deceived the Germans. It was bright
moonlight, and some of their posts very close. The Battalion literally crept away on

tip-toe without a single casualty. (General Smith.)
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approaching a state of exhaustion. For days and nights on end
they had been fighting and marching amidst conditions which
can only be described as appalling. In Rouge Croix they
had only a few hours rest. For at 3.30 p.m., the Battalion again
moved forward to support the 7th Brigade, which was being
hard pressed at Neuve Chapelle. C Company was sent up to
support the Wilts, and A and D Companies the West Kents :
just before dawn on 2%th, B. Company joined C. At 11 a.m,,
the Royal Fusiliers, South Lancs. and Lincolnshire were ordered
to attack Neuve Chapelle in order to recapture the village, the
latter battalion being on the left of the attack which was to take
place at 3 p.m.

Under cover of buildings and hedgerows companies were
withdrawn, and the whole battalion moved to the left, deploying
astride the Armentieres—Neuve Chapelle road. At 3 p.m.
B and C Companies forming the firing line, with A and B in
support, the battalion advanced to the attack, but was at once
met by very heavy machine-gun and rifle-fire. The ground over
which the attack was made was dotted with cottages and build-
ings, in which the enemy had posted his snipers and machine-
gunners. The right and centre were held up, and the Lincoln--
shire only succeeded in advancing eight hundred yards before
they were forced to shelter behind walls, tree-trunks, or whatever
cover was available, from which they replied as best they could
to the enemy’s fire. Here they remained until dark, when two
lines of trenches were dug and occupied. The word trenches
is somewhat of a misnomer, for the ground was sodden with
rain and the so-called trenches became mere ditches of mud and
water. Officers and men were by now thoroughly exhausted by
continual fighting and want of sleep. Great difficulty was ex-
perienced in keeping them sufficiently awake, even to repel
counter-attacks : if a man sat down he was instantly fast asleep,
and it took almost rough treatment to awaken him.! During
the day the Battalion lost Lieutenant Hardy and thirteen other
ranks killed and Major Grant, Captains Magrath, Baird and
Harrison and seventy other ranks wounded, and seven other
ranks missing.

‘The trenches dug on 27th were held until 3oth. They were
subjected to fire from front and left and the enemy’s heavy

1 The following from the Official History, Vol. II, p. 222, gives some idea,
not only of the severity of the fighting in which the st Lincolnshire had been engaged,
but of the achievement of the British II. Corps, in defeating the attempt of the
German High Command to break through on the Arras-La Bassee—Armentieres front.
Between the 12th and 31st October the 3rd Division lost two hundred and nineteen Officers
and five thousand six hundred and sixteen other ranks. Opposed to its twelve battalions
between the 13th and 31st there had been identified over thirteen enemy infantry regiments
(of three battalions each), four Jager battalions and twenty-seven regiments of cavalry.
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howitzers had the range exactly. On the 28th a shell from one
of these howitzers fell on the battalion machine gun, with the
result that the survivors of the team (the remainder having
become casualties on the 27th) were either killed or wounded.
The machine-gun section had done splendid work in destroying
the enemy’s snipers’ nests in cottages.

Shortly before midnight on 29th a battalion of Indians arrived
to relieve the Lincolnshire, but the Germans became aware of
what was taking place and opened heavy fire, delaying the relief.
Eventually, however, the battalion withdrew before dawn and
marched to Vieille Chapelle nominally to have a rest. At
about 10 a.m. an order was received directing the Lincolnshire
to return to Neuve Chapelle.  The battalion was moving off
at 2 p.m., when an order changed the destination to Estaires,?
where, wet and tired out, all ranks went into billets in farmhouses
on the further side of the town. _

Thus the Lincolnshire passed out of the area of the Battle of
La Bassee into the area of the Battle of Armentieres. But their
stay in Estaires was of short duration, for at 6.45 a.m. on 31st,
they marched out and, taking the road through Neuve Eglise
and Lindenhoek, reached Kemmel, where A and B Companies
dug trenches facing east, till orders came to cease work and march
into billets in Kemmel. The battalion was now in the area of
the Battle of Messines, 1914.2 The distance from Estaires to
Kemmel is about twelve miles, and although the Lincolnshire
were very tired, the relief from the dreadful trenches at Neuve
Chapelle was very welcome. _

They were in Belgium, and in country soon to become familiar.
Mont Kemmel at that period was still picturesque, crowned with
trees with a pavilion or tower on the summit. On the crests and
ridges which linked up the principal peaks of the range of hills
of which Kemmel was the highest (known later as the Wytschaete
Ridge) were several windmills, whilst away west were the heights
of Mont des Cats and Mont Noir. East and between three or
four miles from Kemmel, lay Wytschaete, while about three
miles south-east of the latter was Messines, on the south-eastern
extremity of the ridge.

Fierce and bloody was the struggle between the Germans and
British for the possession of Messines, but when the Lincolnshire
arrived at Kemmel on the 31st October, the enemy only held

1 On the joth, the Lincolnshire and the Northumberland Fusiliers, under Genex:al
Shaw, started by march route for Wytschaete to support the Cavalry Corps. (Official
History, Vol. II, P 222.)

2 All three battles, i, Battle of La Bassee (zoth October—2nd November), Battle of
Armentieres (13th October~2nd November) and Battle of Messines 1914 (12th October—
2nd November), were being fought side by side, to say nothing of the operations going on
from the left bank of the Comines Canal round the whole of the Ypres Salient.
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part of the village, the remainder being held by the British : the
31st October was the most critical day of the fighting at Ypres,
the Germans having launched prodigious numbers of men in an
endeavour to break through to the Channel ports.

The 1st Lincolnshire with the 1st Northumberland Fusiliers,?
had been despatched to Kemmel to reinforce the 2nd Cavalry
Division, then holding on with grim determination, to Wyt-
schaete and the high ground in front of the village, whilst the
1st Cavalry Division held half of Messines, the London Scottish
filling the gap between them.

From midnight (31st October—1st November) onwards every
British trench and every building between Messines and
Wytschaete was steadily shelled by the German artillery, one
battery of their 8” howitzers taking the latter village as its special
target. ‘

%t 1 a.m., no less than nine German battalions of infantry
advanced against Wytschaete, which was held by the composite
Household Cavalry Regiment with a fighting strength of only
four hundred and fifteen rifles. Simultaneously, a general attack
in several lines developed against the Messines Ridge between
the windmill (three quarters of a mile north of Messines) and
Wytschaete. Even under these adverse conditions, the British
fire was steady and marvellously accurate, so that despite their
great superiority in numbers the Germans were for a time held
off. But the odds (about twelve to one at Wytschaete and three
to one further south) were terrible, and the weight of numbers
told, for eventually at about 2.4 § a.m., the enemy forced his way
into Wytschaete and drove the four hundred men of the cavalry
back to the southern and western edges. Major-General H.
Gough, the General Officer Commanding, 2nd Cavalry Division,
ordered the Lincolnshire and Northumberland Fusiliers at his
disposal at Kemmel to retake the village.  The Battalion Diary
of the former records that *“at 1.30 a.m. (1st November) a
hurried order was received that the battalion was to march to
Wytschaete and retake the trenches from which the cavalry
had been driven.”  * This, states Major-General W.E.B.
Smith (then Lieut.-Colonel Commanding the 1st Lincolnshire
Regiment), * was obviously a difficult task, as it was dark and
impossible to locate the trenches.” B

However, within fifteen minutes of the receipt of the order
the Lincolnshire marched off and reached a point about a quarter
of 2 mile from Wytschaete, where they were met by Brigadier-
General the Hon. C. Bingham (Commanding 4th Cavalry

1§They and two battalions from the 13th Brigade were sent as being  practically the
only battalions in anything like fit condition for immediate further efforts.”  (Official
History, Vol. II, p. 297.) :
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Brigade), who told Lieut.-Colonel Smith that they were wanted
to attack the village immediately : two companies of the North-

MESSINES, I914.
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umberland Fusiliers, with the 3rd Hussars in support, were also
to take part.

The battalion deployed on the right of the Kemmel-
Wrytschaete road and- advanced in two lines. On reaching a
railway cutting on the south-western side of the village they were
fired on “ by people whom we thought to be native troops, as
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they called out several Hindustani words.”* ILance-Corporal
King volunteered to go out and reconnoitre the position. He
climbed a bank and a voice cried out, ‘*“ We are Indians, who
areyou?” King answered : “ Weare Lincolns,” but on going
forward he was shot dead. Another n.c.o. shared the same
fate. By now many had been killed or wounded, for the enemy
had advanced a machine gun on the right of the cutting and was
firing down into the congested ranks of Lincolnshire. Both
Commanders of A and B Companies became casualties.

The battalion now fell back about one hundred yards, taking
as many of the wounded as possible. Many deeds of gallantry
occurred during this retirement. Meanwhile the Germans were
rapidly entrenching themselves, singing and shouting.

On the arrival of the Northumberland Fusiliers on the left of
the Lincolnshire, the latter were ordered by Brigadier-General
Shaw to push the attack. Colonel Smith then ordered his men
to charge the railway cutting in front.

It must have been somewhere near dawn when this most
gallant attempt was made. That advance was worthy of the
highest traditions of the Regiment. Under very heavy rifle and
machine-gun fire, the battalion rushed forward against the enemy,
who, in considerable strength, was by now strongly entrenched.
Many fell dead or wounded, but still the Lincolnshire persevered
in the attack and got to within a few yards of the German trenches.
‘The survivors (for by now the battalion had suffered very heavy
losses) took the only cover they could get, a very tiny fold in the
ground, about one hundred yards from the position so strongly
held by the enemy.

Here the remnants of the battalion lay until about 6.4 a.m.
(1st November). Daylight disclosed their position and soon
they were under merciless artillery fire from the enemy’s guns as
well as rifle-fire from both flanks, while, to make matters worse,
their own gunners began to shell them. From this terrible
position it was imperative to withdraw, but how to do it | At
great risk, Colonel Smith had only been able to keep in touch
with the situation of his battalion by crawling from company to
company, and now he saw that the only thing to do was to make
a dash for a hedgerow and small fold in the ground in rear.
“On Colonel Smith giving the word,” records the Battalion
Diary, *“ we got up and ran for our lives towards the dip, the
enemy opening a murderous fire, but probably owing to surprise
and excitement a great many of their shots went high and many
of us succeeded in reaching shelter.”

1 From the Battalion Diary st Lincolnshire Regiment. There were Indians in the

neighbourhood as the 57th (Wilde’s) Rifies had been holding a line in front of Wytschaete
on the night 31st October-1st November.
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The survivors formed a rough line ; the next thing to cross
in their retirement was a long glacis-like slope.. On emerging
from cover, the battalion once again came under heavy fire, but
fortunately suffered only a few casualties. At last the glacis
slope was passed and the Lincolnshire, strung out into skirmish-
ing order, fell back in the direction of Kemmel.

‘The battalion, now numbering less than one hundred all ranks,
reached the road near Kemmel and marched back in the direction
of Lindhoek, where on the eastern side of the village they were
formed up by the Colonel and Adjutant. “ Here,” states the
Battalion Diary, *“ we were joined by three Special Reserve officers
and about one hundred men who had managed to escape. At
this time the battalion numbered 175.”

At Kemmel the Lincolnshire were met by the Brigadier, who
spoke words of encouragement to the men as they marched past
him ; and indeed they deserved all the praise which could be
given them, for the direct result of their splendid tenacity and
dogged courage in maintaining their position was that a large
force of the enemy was prevented from debouching from
Wrytschaete to seize Kemmel Hill, the tactical importance of
which was obvious.

After the survivors of the battalion had been collected outside
Lindenhoek, they went into billets in the village. Their losses
were terrible. Five officers (Major C.C.L. Barlow, Captains
R.N. King and L.de O. Tollemache, 2nd Licutenants E. Barnes
and Lee) were killed, three officers (Lieut.-Colonel W.E.B.
Smith, Captain Johnston and 2nd Lieutenant Hayter) were
wounded, and two hundred and ninety-three other ranks killed,
wounded and missing.

Captain F.H. Blackwood (acting Adjutant) was awarded the
D.S.O. for his distinguished conduct on 1st November, the
citation recording that “during an attack on the village
(Wytschaete) he rallied and kept men in their places after every
company commander had been killed or wounded, showing great
gallantry and coolness under heavy fire.” The following were
awarded the D.C.M.: *Lance-Corporal W. Fitch for con-
spicuous gallantry in taking out a reconnoitrmg’ patrol under
heavy fire and locating the enemy’s trenches” ; Private G.
Saunders for gallantry in volunteering to take a message from
the firing line under heavy fire : and although twice wounded,
got through with the message : Private O.W. Birch, who, also
twice wounded, delivered a message from the firing line, his
wounds being received as he was endeavouring to rejoin his
company.”’ o .S

There were also many subsequent *‘ mentions in despatches ” of
Lincolnshire officers, n.c.0.s and men who had been conspicuous
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throughout that terrible ordeal at Wytschaete. ~Moreover,
when they were back in Lindenhoek they were inspected
by General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien, who not only praised their
appearance and behaviour throughout the campaign, but per-
sonally congratulated Colonel Smith for his bravery and the way
he had handled his regiment in action. 'The Corps Commander
also published a Special Order of the Day, dated 2nd November,
1914 : “ The Corps Commander has received a letter from
General E.H. Allenby, C.B., commanding Cavalry Corps :

‘ My prar Sir Horack,

‘I must thank you for the help given me during the past
48 hours by the four Battalions you so kindly sent to our aid,
the Lincolns, K.0.S.B., K.O.Y.L.I. and the Northumberland
Fusiliers. They arrived at a very critical time and their
arrival saved the situation. I fear that they have suffered
severe loss, but they fought brilliantly. .Iam deeply indebted
to them and to Brigadier-General Shaw.

‘ Yours sincerely,

‘E.H. ALLensy.) ”

Iv

THE BATTLES OF YPRES : IQI4

Although no special battle name is allotted to the fighting
which took place between the 2nd and 11th November, there
was no cessation of the German attacks upon the tired and worn
troops between the Lys and the Menin road : in this fighting the
1st Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment was to be engaged.

At Bailleul, the very necessary work of refitting and reorganiza-
tion was begun, almost immediately after arrival in billets. On
the sth November the battalion had orders to move “at five
minutes’ notice,” so tense was the general situation,

‘The gth Infantry Brigade left Bailleul about 10 a.m., on the
6th, and marched via Dickebusch, Ypres and through the Menin
Gate to Hell Fire Corner on the Menin road, where it remained
from 4 p.m. till 11 p.m., in case it should be required to support
the 2nd Division. At 11 p.m. Brigadier-General Shaw was
directed to relieve the 6th Cavalry Brigade, in the trenches just
south of the Menin road (Official History, Vol. I, p. 397), about
one and a half miles east of Hooge. Here the Lincolnshire,
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which had been detailed as reserve battalion, went into dug-outs
(mere holes in the ground), whilst the Northumberland Fusiliers
(right) and Royal Fusiliers (left) began the relief of the cavalry.
‘The relief was begun at 1 a.m. and completed at about § a.m.
on the 7th November without incident. So desperate had been
the fighting in this part of the line that units from all formations
were intermingled in the angle formed by Ypres—Veldhoek—
Klein—Zillebeke~Y pres.
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A cold mist covered the battlefield when dawn broke on the
7th November : winter had definitely begun and the troops
were now to fight under conditions without parallel in the history
of the British Army. Mud, water, rain, frost and snow were
not unknown in the battles and campaigns of the past, but these
combined with terrific shell fire of unprecedented fury produced
conditions under which troops had never before lived and fought.

With the coming of daylight the enemy’s guns opened another
furious bombardment of the British trenches and his infantry
advanced to the attack. Under heavy shell-fire, the Lincolnshire
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stood to arms, ready to go forward if called upon. The call
came during the afternoon at about 4 o’clock. By sheer weight
of numbers the Germans had broken into the line between the
left of Gleichen’s and the right of Shaw’s groups.?

The Lincolnshire, with the Northumberland Fusiliers and
Bedfords, were then ordered to counter-attack the enemy and
retake the lost trenches. Advancing through the woods, the
battalion helped to drive the enemy back, but all of the lost
ground could not be recovered, and eventually a line one hundred
yards short of the old position was entrenched, the Lincolnshire
having B and C Companies in the front line, with A and D in
support. The position was astride a ride in a wood which was
constantly swept by machine-gun fire. ‘The roots of trees pre-
vented digging anything but the shallowest of trenches, which
rapidly filled with water. The front-line trenches were liquid
mud. There was a gap on both flanks of the battalion, and
although this space was constantly patrolled, the enemy’s snipers
found their way through and, hiding themselves in the trees,
picked off any individual soldier who happened within sight.
For the next few days patrols were kept busy hunting out these
pests. For following up and shooting two of them whilst
accompanying the Commanding Officer on his rounds, Lance-
Corporal G. Shields was awarded the D.C.M.

Throughout the 8th, 9th and 1oth the Lincolnshire were
subjected to heavy shell-fire and infantry attacks by the enemy,
and although the former took toll of the battalion, every attempt
of the Germans to advance their line failed and they were repulsed
with heavy losses. On the 8th the battalion lost one other rank
killed and eleven wounded : on gth 2nd Lieutenant Torr and
eight other ranks were wounded : no casualties are given for
the 1oth November.

The Battle of Nonne Bosschen (Nun’s Wood) was fought on
the 11th November.? In this battle, better known perhaps as
the Prussian Guard Attack (the final attempt of the enemy to
break a way through to Ypres and the coastal towns), the
Lincolnshire, first heavily shelled at daybreak, were attacked by
great numbers of Germans. But again all attempts to turn the
battalion out of its position were repulsed, and the enemy fell
back like the waves of an angry sea—broken and discomfited.
Five other ranks killed and fifteen wounded were the losses on

The six infantry brigades of the II. Corps, greatly reduced in strength, were
reorganized into seven groups, known by the names of their Commanders, The gth
Brigade, less the Scots Fusiliers transferred to another group, was known as Shaw’s
Group. (Official History, Vol. II, p. 384.)

2The battle did not end on r1th November, for the enemy’s attacks continued for
several days.
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the 11th November. Heavy rain fell during the day and the
trenches were partially flooded. :

‘The succeeding days, from 12th to 20th November inclusive,
were days of almost indescribable misery, when only the inherent
cheerful disposition of the British soldier kept his soul alive
amidst desperate conditions. On the 12th a hurricane of
shell-fire swept the British trenches all day, and the Lincolnshire.
lost six more men killed and twenty-three wounded : the 13th
saw a repetition of the bombardment of the previous day. In
addition, the battalion made its first acquaintance with  Min-
nie ” (the German Minenwerfer). This was a trench-mortar,

(7
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NONNE BOSSCHEN, IITH NOVEMBER

throwing a particularly objectionable shell which on bursting
usually caused considerable damage. A burying party was at
work and the Commanding Oflicer was reading the burial
service when the first of these shells fell a few yards away.
There was a terrific explosion, but fortunately “ Minnie ” had
fallen in the soft ground and the worst the Commanding
Officer and the burying party sustained was a thorough bespat-
tering of mud and a painful singing in the ears. ‘Lhereafter
“ Minnie ” became a frequent visitor. ‘

At about 3 p.m., the German infantry again attacked the
Lincolnshire, but were again repulsed. ~Lieutenant Mumby was
severely wounded during the day, and in other ranks the losses
were six killed and twenty-three wounded. Heavy rain fell and
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when darkness came on the scene in the trenches, ankle-deep in
mud and water, was dismal in the extreme.

On the 14th the Lincolnshire, the enemy having gained ground
on the left, were ordered to take up a line about two hundred
yards in rear of the one held, which had become untenable. ~As
soon as it was dark the withdrawal was carried out and the
battalion occupied a line which the Diary describes as “a
remarkably ill-chosen position.”” A series of very small strong
points had been constructed in support. One was allotted to
the Lincolnshire. It would no doubt have been useful in the
event of a break through, but owing to its restricted space
extremely unpleasant during heavy shelling. Two other ranks
killed and six - wounded were the day’s casualties. They might
have been more had the enemy observed the withdrawal, but
apparently he was under the impression that the Lincolnshire
still held their old position, for on the 1 5th they were subjected
to only occasional shell-fire and the activities of the enemy’s
snipers were negligible.?

- The battalion expected relief on 1sth, but for some reason
only A and D Companies were relieved, B and C remaining in
the front line. The latter were not relieved until after dark on
16th.2  On the 177th the whole battalion was a little south of
Hooge, in Sanctuary Wood, in Divisional Reserve, but even
here there was little peace, for the area was intermittently shelled
and three men were wounded. The battalion had a hot meal,
the first after many days.

~ Until the night of the 18th the Lincolnshire remained in
Divisional Reserve, but on that date returned to the wood sur-
rounding the Herenthage Chateau, in Brigade Reserve.®

Snow and sleet fell heavily on 19th, when A Company was
sent to support the Northumberland Fusiliers, and B and D
Companies the cavalry. But between 4 and § p.m. orders were
received to relieve the West Kents in the woods south-east of
Zillebeke, between Klein Zillebeke and the Comines Canal.

Accompanied by limber and pack animals the battalion set
out,and, making a detour, marched via the Menin road, Zillebeke,
Verbandermolen and Hill 6o. Near Verbandermolen the road
for more than a mile was knee-deep in mud, and in places im-
passable. Detours into the fields had to be made, but one horse

1 Two D.C.M.’s were won for gallantry by n.c.o.s of the battalion—one by Company-
Quartermaster-Sergeant W.B. Durrand, and the other by Sergeant J. Hubbard.

2 The “Fighting Strength ™ of the battalion as given in the Brigade Headquarters
Diary on 16th November was three hundred and fifty all ranks.

3 On the 18th the following message was sent to all units from 3rd Divisional Head- -
quarters : * General Smith-Dorrien wires : *I am very proud of the grand reputation
the Third and Fifth Divisions have been earning during the desperate fight under the
First Corps.’ ”
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harnessed to a limber fell into a shell-hole and had to be destroyed,
as it could not be extricated. At last, after passing the ridge
known as Hill 60, better progress was made, the road leading
downhill at the foot of which were the woods in which the
Lincolnshire were to relieve the West Kents. The relief was
completed by midnight. A hard frost set in during the night
and the 2oth was bitterly cold, but for the first time since the
battalion arrived in the Ypres Salient, and although the German
trenches were in some places only divided from ours by a narrow
heap of timber broken up by shelling, no casualties were
suffered.

Late on the night of 20th French troops arrived and relieved
the Lincolnshire, who then marched to Westoutre—a distance
of twelve miles, This march deserves mention on account of
the difficulties encountered, not the least being the deplorable
state of the men’s feet after standing in the flooded trenches for
a fortnight. The heavy fall of snow, succeeded by a hard frost,
had made the roads almost impassable for horse-drawn transport.
For some six miles there was a block and it was only by filing
through the congested traffic that the battalion was able to get
through at all. It was dawn on 21st before Westoutre was
reached where, to everyone’s dismay, no billets had been pre-
pared. The troops had therefore to sit down by the roadside
until 10 a.m., while the country round about was scoured to find
housing. Eventually a farm was found and the men were put
into a barn with plenty of straw.

Of the appearance of all ranks when they came out of the line
caked with mud from head to foot, unshaven and unwashed, it is
impossible to give an adequate description. Here for the first
time leave to England was granted. Captain Blackwood* left
the battalion on sick leave and never rejoined, and Lieutenant
Ricketts was appointed Acting Adjutant in his place. ~Captain
Tatchell arrived with a draft, and several officers.

Only a few days’ rest were allowed the Lincolnshire, and then
on 277th November the 9th Brigade marched to Kemmel, where,
about 7 p.m., the battalion relieved the Oxford and Bucks in the
trenches. ‘The 30th saw them back again in billets in Westoutre,
where, on 3rd December, His Majesty the King passed through
the village on his round of inspections. 'The Lincolnshire lined
up on the roadside with other units of the Brigade. .

A Guard of Honour of fifty n.c.o.s and men, under Captain
E. Tatchell, proceeded to Locre, where His Majesty presented
medals to n.c.0.s and men of the Brigade.  Private Stroulger?

1 Captain Blackwood was drowned in August 1926, in a gallant attempt to save 2 lady
in difficulty whilst bathing. '
2 See defence of Frameries; 23rd August. Page 13.
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was our only representative owing to all the other n.c.o.s and
men who had been awarded medals being killed or wounded.
Later in the day the whole battalion moved to Locre.

The Lincolnshire left Locre for Kemmel at 2.30 p.m. on the
6th December to relieve the 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers in the front
line. They found the trenches in places waist-deep in mud and
water. B, C and D Companies were put in the firing line, A in
support in a farm close to Battalion Headquarters. The problem
was how to deal with the water. Several bundles of fascines
and some planks of wood were obtained and placed on the floors
of the trenches to stand on. Whisps of straw were distributed
to the men, who wrapped them round their legs and boots, but
still it was impossible to keep dry. After twenty-four hours
under these conditions B Company was in such a bad state that
the Commanding Officer ordered A Company to relieve them.
On the 7th, after twenty-four hours of rain, the trenches were
like miniature canals. Much of the line did not consist of con-
tinuous trenches, but of small island posts in the sea of mud.
The inspection and relief of these posts on a dark night was
most difficult.

At about 4 p.m. on 8th, the Lincolnshire were ordered to
attack the German trenches opposite the right of the battalion :
the attack was to take place at 8 p.m. Reconnoitring patrols
were at once sent out and returned with a report that the enemy’s
position was held in strength. Wire cutters then went out and
succeeded in cutting the entanglements in front of the German
trenches. Two companies, A (Captain Tatchell) and B
(Lieutenant E. James), attacked in line, advancing simul-
taneously at 1o p.m. Little opposition was met with. The
enemy’s front line trench, which ran along the western edge of
the wood, was full of water but empty of men. With consider-
able difficulty the attacking companies reached the other side of
this trench, but here they were met by heavy rifle and machine-
gun fire. Both Company Commanders fell wounded, and the
enemy’s fire was so heavy that the attackers were obliged to fall
back to their own trenches.!

‘Though a failure, the mere fact of these two companies getting
across No Man’s Land as far as the enemy’s trenches was (in
itself) no small feat. The deplorable condition of the trenches
had so affected the men that unassisted, they were too stiff from
wet and cold to get out of their trenches in order to attack, and
the ground over which they had to advance was muddy and
slippery, with shell-holes full of water. Casualties were four
other ranks killed, nineteen wounded and eleven missing. Besides

1 Captain Tatchell was awarded the D.S.0. and Lieutenant James the M.C. for their
brave and skilful handling of the companies on this occasion.
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the two officers wounded, and already mentioned, Captain Saurim,
commanding C Company, was wounded earlier in the day.

The following incident is yet another instance of the spirit of
the Regiment despite the hard conditions in which all ranks lived.
On the 8th December, before the attack described took place, an
officer—and Lieutenant Wade—had been ordered to hospital
suffering from ague. Later it was discovered that he had not
reported to the Medical Officer. It subsequently transpired
that he was on his way to hospital when the attack took place.
Hearing the heavy firing, he most gallantly struggled back to his
company and went over the top with his men. An officer’s cap,
with a bullet hole through it, was brought in from No Man’s Land
and identified as belonging to Lieutenant Wade, but he was not
seen again and was subsequently reported as missing.

The attack on Wytschaete took place on the 14th December.
During the attack by French troops and the 3rd Division on
Wrytschaete and a small wood west of the village, the 1st Lincoln-
shire were in reserve. '

The battalion was relieved on the night of 9th December and
returned to billets in Locre. On the 14th orders were received
to march to a point west of Kemmel, where the Lincolnshire took
up a position in reserve to the 9th Brigade, through whose
trenches troops of the 8th Brigade passed in the attack on
Wytschaete.l  All day the battalion remained in the position
taken up during the morning, without being called upon. The
attack was a failure and about 4 p.m. the battalion withdrew to
Kemmel and billeted. Early the next morning the battalion
moved to the positions occupied on the previous day. After
several hours of inactivity, spent in heavy rain, the Lincolnshire
were ordered to return to billets, but to be ready to move at a
minute’s notice if required. They were not needed and at 3.30
that afternoon marched to fresh billets in Westoutre.

Before the year closed the Lincolnshire spent one more tour
in the front line trenches, i.e., from the 21st to the evening of
24th December. They were fortunate in having their first
Christmas dinner out of the trenches in Locre.

The battalion returned to the front line on New Year’s Eve,
which was signalled by a heavy burst of fire from the (%‘erman
trenches and songs were heard coming from the latter, “ Auld
Lang Syne ” being conspicuous. The closing days of the year
1914 were uneventful compared with the exciting times in
October and November.

In the British battalions, which fought at the Marne and Ypres,

1 The fighting on the 14th December, here referred to, was ordered in compliance with

a general scheme of attack initiated by General Joffre. (See Official History, Vol. III,
b. 16 and Appendiz 7.)
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there were, at the close of 1914, on an average only one officer
and thirty other ranks, of those who landed in August, still with
the Colours. But the officers and men of the old regular Army
had not fought and fallen in vain. They had created such an
impression on the Germans that their leaders * turned aside to
seek for less stubborn foes, and left the British sector alone,
attempting no serious attack on it for three long years.”

The total losses of the British from the commencement of the
campaign, as reported by the Adjutant-General in France, were :

Officers.  Other Ranks.

Killed ... 842 8,631
Wounded 2,097 37,264
Missing ... - 688 40,342

3,627 86,237

The greater part of this loss had fallen on the infantry of the
first seven divisions, which originally numbered only 84,000.
(Official History, Vol. I1, pp. 466 and 467.)
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BERMUDA  [sBPT, 1914
I

THE 2ND BATTALION LEAVES BERMUDA

N the outbreak of war the 2nd Lincolnshire was stationed
in Bermuda, and its first warlike duty was to organise,
immediately, defensive measures against any possible

raid or landing by von Spee’s fleet.

"The battalion remained there until the middle of September,
1914, when the Royal Canadian Regiment arrived in relief. The
battalion embarked in S.S. ““ Canada ” and, as the ship nosed
her way through the coral reefs to the open sea, thousands of
the inhabitants, who had lined the quayside and sandy shore,
cheered their good wishes and farewells. His Majesty’s
Canadian ship “Niobe” escorted the “Canada” to Halifax,
Nova Scotia, where the battalion remained several days. On
each day the battalion landed to carry out route marches and
training, and on one occasion marched through the city with the
bluejackets from the * Niobe.”

The Tenth Foot were last in Halifax in 176%. Extract from
Halifax newspaper : .

* Halifax turned out in force to cheer the crew of H.M.C.S.
‘ Niobe * and the Lincolnshire Regiment, as these two gallant
units paraded the streets, and everywhere they marched the men
got an enthusiastic welcome. Thousands on thousands of
British sailors and soldiers have marched through this city in
past years, but none ever made a better impression than the men
who were seen here yesterday.

“ The city expected a good showing from the Lincolnshires,
one of the historic regiments of the British Army, but it was more
than surprised and gratified at the magnificent appearance of the
‘Niobe’s’ men. British sailors always get a warm welcome
in Halifax but the crowd showed no favouritism this morning.
The thousand sturdy men of the Lincolnshires got every bit as
enthusiastic a reception as the ‘ Niobe’s ' men.  All along the
streets, cheer after cheer rang out as the sturdy men in khaki
went by and the broad grin on the face of every perspiring
Tommy, as he stepped out to the strains of the Regiment’s
magnificent band, showed that the greeting of Halifax was
appreciated and reciprocated.

“ Arriving in the Park, the men piled arms and fell out for
a smoke, the sailors and soldiers cordially fraternising. The
march was then resumed and on the way back to the transport the
band, which had been playing the regimental quickstep, changed
to the ¢ Maple Leaf,” whereat the volley of cheers redoubled.

‘“ The Mayor, Mr. Bligh, inspected the men as they passed
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the City Hall and complimented Colonel McAndrew on the
fine appearance of the men.”

On leaving Halifax, the “ Canada ”’ sailed north and anchored
in Gaspe Bay, at the mouth of the St. Lawrence river, to await
the assembly of the ships conveying the 1st Canadian Contingent
to England. These were weary days, but on 3rd October all
had assembled and the thirty-one ships comprising the convoy
sailed.  The escort consisted of H.M.S.s “ Eclipse,” * Diana,”
“ Carybdis,” and ‘“ Talbot.”  The “ Canada ” was detailed as
Transport Flagship. When nearing England the escort was
increased by the arrival of the battle cruiser “ Queen Mary,”
which with decks cleared for action made an inspiring and
impressive sight as she swept past at full speed and within a
cable’s length of the “ Canada.”

Off Scilly the convoy split up and the ships headed for different
ports on the west and south coasts of England. The * Canada ”
put into Devonport and the cheers of the vast crowd which
thronged the Hoe at Plymouth were feelingly reciprocated
by those on board who had no wish to prolong the already long
and tedious voyage.

On disembarking, the battalion journeyed by rail and went
into camp at Hursley Park, near Winchester., Here the 8th
Division, consisting chiefly of battalions from India and the East,
assembled and the battalion found itself in the 25th Infantry
Brigade.

"Three weeks enabled much to be done in equipping, clothing
and training and at 12 noon on g5th November the battalion
marched out of camp for Southampton, where it embarked in
S.8. Cestrian.”

Havre was reached on the following morning, and by the
evening of November 6th the battalion was established in rest
camps above the town. On November g9th the battalion en-
trained, and after a twenty-four-hour journey went into billets
for the night at Strazeele, near Merville.

On November 14th the battalion had its first experience of
the warfare of the trenches, taking over a portion of the line near
Laventie, being temporarily attached to the Lahore Division.

During these opening days in the trenches the battalion
suffered its first casualties in the war, Lieutenant N.J.S. Hunt-
ington and five men being killed and seventeen wounded. The
remainder of November was spent in getting accustomed to the
new and uncomfortable life, made more trying by the frost and
snow which, being of exceptional severity, caused much suffering
more especially as the battalion had only recently come from a
warm and sunny climate. As a result, many went down with
sore and frost-bitten feet.
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Trench routine was from time to time relieved by minor inci-
dents. On November 23rd the battalion carried out the
Division’s first raid, when Lieutenant E.H. Impey, with eight
men, entered the enemy’s trenches. Draped in white sheets,
the party crept over the snow-covered ground to a portion of
the German Line known as Red Lamp Corner. The enemy
were completely surprised and the party, after firing down the
trench on the confused enemy garrison, withdrew without loss.

On the 1st December the King, accompanied by President
Poincare and General Joffre, visited the Division, and was re-
ceived by a Guard of Honour under Captain R. Bastard provided
by the battalion.

‘The weeks sped on and all efforts were concentrated in main-
taining our position in the water-logged trenches. It soon be-
came known, however, that more active operations were intended
as soon as weather conditions made an offensive possible. The
battalion moved on 1st March to billets in La Gorgue, near
Estaires, where intensive training began and large working parties
proceeded each evening to the front line opposite Neuve Chapelle.

The casualties in the trenches of the battalion from the 17th
November, 1914, to the 1oth March, 1913, were : killed, Lieu-
tenant N.J.S. Huntington ; other ranks, thirty-six ; wounded,
other ranks, one hundred and ten.

II
THE BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPELLE : IOTH—I3TH MARCH, IQI§

During the early months of 1914 proposals for a combined
attack on the German lines were the subject of conferences between
the French and British High Commands. For reasons dealt
with in the British Offficial History of the War, a combined attack
did not take place, and the Battle of Neuve Chapelle was an
entirely independent operation of the British Expeditionary
Force, (See Official History, Vol. I11, pp. 18, 19, 72 and 73.)

The original plan aimed at reaching a position on the Illies-
Aubers Ridge, threatening the German communications by rail
and road between La Bassee and Lille ; but as assistance from the
French could no longer be counted on, it was foreseen that it
might become necessary to halt short of the top of the Aubers
Ridge, and three alternative positions were selected which the
assaulting units were to be prepared to put in a state of defence
the German front trenches, the “ Smith-Dorrien ” trench east
of Neuve Chapelle, and a line along the eastern edge of the Bois
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de Biez to Aubers village.! The battle was to begin by the
capture of Neuve Chapelle as a distinct operation. Lhe gap in
the enemy’s defences thus created was to be enlarged by simul-
taneous attacks to the right and left.

The 8th Division of the IV. Corps, and the Meerut Division
of the Indian Corps were to effect the capture of Neuve Chapelle,
On the right the Garwhal Brigade (five battalions) was to assault
on a front of six hundred yards, and the 2 §th and 23rd Brigades
of the 8th Division were to assault on the left. The village of

NEUVE CHAPELLE
1915

%@Qg

\ A B % Mile

Neuve Chapelle lies in an obtuse angle formed by the La Bassee—
Estaires road, and the Rue Tilleloy, and about one thousand
yards from Pont Logy atitsapex. The Garwhal Brigade attacked
from the direction of the La Bassee road, and the 8th Division
from Rue Tilleloy. i
The 2 5th Brigade of the 8th Division attacked on a front of
four hundred yards from the Rue Tilleloy—Neuve Chapelle road
inclusive to the Sign Post Lane, north of it, exclusive, ~'The 2nd
Royal Berkshire Regiment on the right, and the 2nd Lincolnshire
1 Qfficial History, Vol. I1I, pp. 80 and 84. All attacks, to the end of the war, were,
after this battle, based on the methods of the First Army in preparing for Neuve
Chapelle. For the first time objective maps (with the well-known red and blue lines, etc.)

were issued, and for the first time a barrage was ordered, and artillery time-tables
issued.
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(Lieut.-Colonel G.B. McAndrew) on the left. The 23rd
Brigade assaulted north of the 25th. The 2nd Rifle Brigade
was to pass through the Royal Berkshire to the 2nd objective,
the road along the east edge of the village, and the 1st Royal
Irish Rifles through the 2nd Lincolnshire, prolonging the line
of the second objective from the left of the Rifle Brigade.

At this period almost all the houses in the village were in ruins,
but the remains of the walls provided good cover. ‘The northern
side of the village was wooded and an important feature was the
triangle of roads, where the enemy had mounted a number of
machine-guns.  The enemy’s front-line trenches were heavily
wired, though he suffered from the same disabilities as his oppo-
nents from the soft ground, and in wet weather his defences were
flooded with water. East of the village and between the latter
and the Bois de Biez (a large wood) was a small watercourse—
the River des Layes.

‘The British front-line trenches (B Lines) lay east of the Rue
Tilleloy, and consisted mostly of breastworks, from which com-
munication trenches led back to another breastwork line imme-
diately east of the road. :

For the first time during the war the enemy’s wire entangle-
ments were to be cut by artillery fire. The guns were to open
at 7.30 a.m., thirty-five minutes being allotted to the first phase
of the bombardment, during which 18-pounders, firing shrapnel,
were to cut passages through the wire while other guns were to
shell the hostile trenches to be attacked, as well as selected areas.
At 8.5 a.m., the guns were to lift their fire from the enemy’s
forward trenches to the village and strong points north and south.
Then 9.2-in. and the 6-in. howitzers were to concentrate on the
village, whilst 18-pounders and 13-pounders put down a screen
of fire east of Neuve Chapelle. The second bombardment was
to last thirty minutes. About three hundred and fifty guns were
to take part, whilst for the first time the huge 1 §-in. howitzer
(known as “ Granny "), firing from Sailly-Labourse, was to give
the signal for the attack. The infantry were to attack at 8.5
a.m., when the artillery lifted off the enemy’s front-line trenches.

The 2nd Battalion, billeted in La Gorgue on the 1st March,
spent several days before the battle, not only in supplying working
parties to dig assembly trenches in the orchard behind B Llpes,
in front of Neuve Chapelle, but also in practising the clearing,
filling-in and blocking of trenches. At 8 p.m. on the 9th March
they marched out of billets at La Gorgue for B Lines, from which
they were to attack on the following morning. C and D Com-
panies took over the first (or firing) line, ie., the permanent
trench or breastworks, with A and. B about one hundred and fifty
yards in rear in assembly trenches. Landmarks were pointed
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out to company commanders the night before. Some very tall
poplar trees gave a definite objective to the Lincolnshire on their
right.

gDuring the evening the Corps Commander (Lieut.-General Sir
H. Rawlinson) issued the following Special Order to the troops:

“ The attack which we are about to undertake is of the first
importance to the Allied cause. 'The Army and the Nation are
watching the result and Sir John French is confident that every
individual in the IV. Corps will do his duty and inflict a crush-
ing defeat on the German VII. Corps which is opposed to us.”

During the night rain and occasional snow fell, while the
troops were moving to their assembly positions. Dawn on the
1oth March broke cold, wet and misty, but by about 6.30 a.m.
the weather showed signs of improvement. It was as well,
otherwise aerial reconnaissance and artillery observation would
have been almost impossible.

The 2nd Lincolnshire (Lieut.-Colonel G.B. McAndrew, com-
manding) as the hour for the attack approached were disposed
as follows : C Company (Captain H.St.G. Eagar) on the right,
in the front trench and breastworks ; D Company (Captain R.
Bastard) on the left in similar trenches ; A Company (Captain
Littleton) was in support of C ; and B Company (Major S.Fitz.G.
Cox) supported D in the assembly trench.

At 7.30 a.m., the solitary boom of a great gun broke the
silence—it was “ Granny ” giving the signal for the bombard-
ment to begin. Immediately the air was rent by a terrible
crash as the guns opened fire on the enemy’s wire entanglements
and trenches. In a few minutes the hostile entanglements, which
varied from six to fifteen yards in depth and consisted of two
or three rows of ‘ knife rests ’ with strands of thick barbed wire
wound round the frames and pulled tight between them, were
blown to bits along the whole front, with the exception of a
stretch of four hundred yards on the left. The German front-
line trenches were practically obliterated, killed and wounded
})Cilég buried beneath the debris or flung about, horribly muti-
atea.

At 8.5 a.m. the artillery lifted on to the village and a general
line of about three hundred yards east of the front line. The
infantry assault then began.

Whilst the Lincolnshire watched the destruction of the
enemy’s wire and trenches, they suffered considerable casualties
from our own guns, and it was a relief when, as the guns lifted,
C and D Companies clambered up and over their breastworks,
using small ladders, which had been specially constructed and
placed in position the previous evening.  Led by Captains Eagar
and Bastard, the two companies rushed across No Man’s Land.
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They were met by a pretty hot rifle-fire from those Germans
who emerged from cover to meet the expected British infantry
attack. A machine-gun was still in action, served by two wounded
German officers.

Captain Bastard was first into the enemy’s trenches, followed
closely by Captain C.G.W. Peake, and his blocking party, whose
instructions were to block the German trench at Sign Post Lane
until touch with the 23rd Brigade had been established. Hold-
ing a blue flag (a distinguishing mark adopted for blocking

EC-
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parties) in the air, Captain Peake, follc_wved by his men, rushed
up a trench on the left, driving about thirty Germans before him.
G.S. grenades were flung at these Germans who, running out of
a trench to their rear, endeavoured to escape. But their pursuers
cut off their line of retreat with more bombs and troops of the
23rd Brigade having come up on the left of the Lincolnshire,
the hostile troops were forced to surrender. It was at this
moment that Captain Peake, having ordered a German officer
who had surrendered to take off his equipment, turned his face
for a moment to speak to an n.c.o. The German thereupon
fired twice with his revolver at Captain Peake, killing him. He
was however, quickly avenged, for with angry shouts, the dea,d
officer’s men bayoneted the German. The whole of the enemy’s
front-line trenches along the battalion front had been gained
with only a loss of about twenty men.
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Meanwhile A and B Companies had followed close on the
heels of C and D and entered the German lines. The enemy
now appeared to be in full retreat. Greatly elated at their
success the Lincolnshire pushed on over the hostile communica-
tion trenches towards their objective. Even the wounded tried
hard to follow up their comrades. One n.c.o. (Lance-Corporal
Perry), who had been badly hit in the foot, was ordered three
times to sit down and take cover, but although hampered by a
Barr and Stroud range-finder, which he had been detailed to
carry, he still insisted on rallying his men and in other ways doing
good work.

It was between the first and second German lines that the
and Lincolnshire sustained a great loss. Their Commanding
Officer, Lieut.-Colonel G.B. McAndrew, fell mortally wounded :
his right leg had been practically blown off by a shell.  As he
lay dying this very gallant officer asked to be lifted up that
he might see his battalion advancing. “ He died,” records the
Battalion Diary, “ asking after his Regiment, without any com-
plaint of the pain he was suffering.”

The forward line, consisting now of C and D Companies
reinforced by some of A Company, continued to advance until
they reached what the records desctibe as a * broad strip of
water running right down our front. ‘This water was about
four to five feet deep and impassable.” This must have been a
dyke. A plank was found and the water temporarily bridged,
enabling the men to pass over and form a firing line on the
oppositeside. The Germans were discovered about one hundred
and fifty yards in front, taking cover behind a hedge from the
fire of British guns. The Lincolnshire opened fire and the
enemy retired. But now, unfortunately, the British shells sud-
denly began falling short. Those of the battalion on the far
side of the dyke had to retire fifty yards. In this enforced retire-
ment Lieutenants A.-W. Wylie and J.J. Billiat are mentioned as
showing great command over their men in getting them back
without any material harm,

A discussion then took place between the officers and the con-
clusion they arrived at was that it was better to retire across the
water obstacle and entrench. This was accomplished, though
just before the movement took place, enfilade fire was observed
from the left rear and Lieutenant Wylie was hit in the stomach.*
His wounds were dressed and he was left in a shell-hole.

West of the dyke the Lincolnshire formed up on a slight rise.
A few minutes later the Royal Irish Rifles passed through, the
Lincolnshire cheering them lustily. ¢ Captain Graham,” states
the narrative, * was rallying his men with a French newsboy’s

1Shot by a sniper in British uniform.
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horn, giving a ‘ View Hulloa’ occasionally, just as a master
collects his pack.” The Irishmen passed over the water as the
Lincolnshire had done. Major Fitz.G. Cox, and some of the
Lincolnshire of his company were with the Irish at their final
objective, and he was ordered to assist their Commanding Officer,
and a Royal Engineer officer to consolidate their position, The
battalion then crossed the water obstacle again and began to dig
a trench behind it, a report being sent back to Major Howley
that this was being done. The Adjutant (Captain E.P. Lloyd)
having been wounded, Captain Impey was ordered to take over
his duties.

The enemy’s fire having died down, the reorganization of
companies took place, and on the night roth/11th the 2nd
Lincolnshire were disposed as follows : C Company on the right,
D on the left, in trenches dug by the battalion ; A and B Com-
panies were in support in what had been the German second-line
trenches.  The Berkshire were on the right and troops of the
23rd Brigade on the left of the Lincolnshire. In front, and
holding the village to the left, were the Rifle Brigade on the
right and the Royal Irish Rifles on the left, the battalion sup-
porting the latter. Roll call that night revealed a heavy casualty
list, especially in officers.t

The general results of the operation on 1oth March were the
capture of the German defences from the Port Arthur Salient to
just beyond the Moated Grange, i.e., a front of about four
thousand yards. Neuve Chapelle village was captured and held
and the British line advanced to a depth of about one thousand
two hundred yards. ) .

During the night 10th/11th the opposing forces continued to
consolidate their positions. Just before midnight, orders were
received for the attack to be continued on the IIth'; the line
La Cliqueterie Farm—La Plouich~Rouge Bancs was given as the
objective of the 7th and 8th Divisions. -

Throughout the hours of darkness the Lincolnshire stretcher-
bearers worked hard at bringing in the wounded, though only
two stretchers were available : the records speak gratefully of
the assistance lent by two bearers of the Irish Rifles who worked
for the battalion. : : .

In the small hours of the 11th A and B Companies were moved
up in close support of the Royal Irish Rifles. At about § a.m.
the battalion was collected in some trenches to the left rear : the
23rd Infantry Brigade had received orders to take over the 25th

1 illed : Lieut.- . rew, Captain C.G.W, Peake, Licutenants
F.D.oﬁgir:aggiegn'd ey vcv‘ifﬁé’fiﬁ lelv(iclﬁ:fteignt E.C.H, Webb. Officers wounded s

Captains W.F.G. Wiseman, H.St.G. Eagar, E.F.O. Richards, E.P: Lloyd .and Batten
(Royal Fusiliers, attached), ’znd Lieutenant Needham, and the Battalion Medical Officer,

Lieutenant Canon, Royal Army Medical Corps.
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Brigade line and support the 24th Brigade, which was to launch
the attack of the 8th Division. On relief, all battalions of the
2sth Brigade were told to assemble independently and take
advantage of all available cover. Thus the 2nd Lincolnshire
assembled behind the Royal Irish Rifles. Battalion Head-
quarters were in a trench in rear of C and D Companies, just
south of the point where the Armentieres road crosses Signpost
Lane.

At 8.55 a.m. Major Howley, the Acting Adjutant, Lieutenant
Impey and Headquarters Staff were sitting in this trench, when
there was a sudden flash. A shell came through the parapet of
the trench, hitting Major Howley in the back and killing him
instantly, the Adjutant was knocked over, and Private Atterby
blown clean out of the trench.

Major S.Fitz.G. Cox now took command of the battalion,
which by 10 a.m. had been moved about two hundred yards
farther back, to the trench occupied by A and B Companies the
previous night. All day long the Lincolnshire remained in this
position, at one time for two hours under heavy shell-fire, describ-
ed as ““ horribly exact.” '

At about 12.15 communication with Brigade Headquarters
having failed, Major Cox decided to move the battalion into
Neuve Chapelle in support of the Royal Irish Rifles. Through
a pretty hot fire the Lincolnshire proceeded up the road and
eventually got into the village and found shelter amongst the
ruins, The Royal Irish Rifles were then engaged with the
enemy in front, but although A Company was sent up in close
support of the Rifles, the Lincolnshire were not engaged.
Throughout the night 11th/12th they remained in the village,
but early on the latter date returned to their original German
trench.

The renewed attack by the British on the 11th failed to make
any material progress. On the 12th the Germans launched their
counter-attack, but similarly they gained little. The Lincoln-
shire Diary records that the battalion remained in its trenches
“all that day and the night (12th/13th) ” ; forward Battalion
Headquarters were with C Company. That night, at about
8 p.m., Captain C.G.V. Wellesley rejoined the Battalion (he had
been ill and away from it). He was coming up with the
ration party when a shrapnel shell pitched into it, mortall
wounding the officer and twelve other ranks about thirty yards
from Battalion Headquarters : Captain Wellesley died about
one and a half hours later.

‘The night of the 12th, however, saw the last of the battle, the
opposing forces consolidating their line. The Lincolnshire car-
ried out several reliefs, but there is little more of interest to relate,
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and on the 17th the battalion moved to a reserve position on the
Tilleloy road.

‘The Battle of Neuve Chapelle cost the 2nd Lincolnshire the
loss of seven officers killed, eight wounded, and two hundred and
ninety-eight other ranks killed and wounded. In this, their first
great battle of the war, they had fought splendidly. The intre-
pidity shown by the battalion and by their comfades, the Berk-
shires, was one of the main features in the success of the initial
attack, which the Brigadier (in his report) stated * dashed forward

gallantly.”

I11
TRENCH WARFARE, YPRES, 19IJ

During January, and part of February, the 1st Lincolnshire
were in a comparatively quiet part of the line east of Kemmel.
On the 8th February Lieut.-Colonel Smith, who had suffered
for some time from an injury to his foot, was obliged to go on
leave for treatment, and Major Lancelot Edwards took command
of the battalion. He retained it, with the exception of a few
days, until he was mortally wounded on the sth April, as Lieut.-
Colonel Smith, after his return from leave, was appointed, on
the 25th March, to command the 8oth Brigade. “ We sh.all
miss him very much in the regiment although he has been with
us less than a year. He is a wonderful Commanding Officer.”
(Major Edwards’ Diary.)

On the 17th February the battalion, with the rest of the gth
Brigade, was ordered to Ypres to relieve troops in that area.
‘T'wo other brigades were ordered up at the same time to take
the place of a division which needed a rest. The Lincolnshire
moved into their new trenches on the 21st. B Company
(Captain Boys) found theirs to be a thoroughly untenable ditch,
up to the knees in mud and water. The Germans at one point
were actually in the same trench, an interval of fifteen yards
separating the Lincolnshire and the Germans, with traverses
between. In places the Germans were actually in rear, and
sentries had to be posted to the rear as well as to the front.

B Company held the left of the line, and C Company (Captain
Grantham) the right on the Bluff. B Company lost eleven
men killed (shot through the head) in the first half-hour, aqd later
a German raid took place in rear of our trench. 'The Lincoln-
shire set to work with a will to improve the 11.ne, and the Germans
made no more attempts to shoot our men in the back. When
the battalion was relieved, our line was like a fortress.
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There were many casualties on the Bluff, which the
Germans attacked with artillery, trench-mortars and snipers.
Captain Grantham was killed on the 27th February by a shell
when in a shelter, to the great grief of all who knew him. He
was a great loss to the battalion.

About the middle of March the battalion was moved to the
“Hill 60” sector, when the Germans on the 14th blew in a
portion of the line, and A Company (Major Boxer) did the
work of supermen in rebuilding the defences.

The next tour on 2nd April was near St. Eloi, with the 3rd
Division, in the most exposed part of the line for miles. Here
Major Edwards and Captain Phillips were mortally wounded.
On the sth April, when Major Edwards was hit, he went across
the open to see for himself the conditions in daylight. It was
a miracle he was not killed in the open, as there was no com-
munication trench, but he was hit as soon as he reached the front
trench., He died on the 15th April in No. 7 General Hospital.
A brother officer writes : “ Major Edwards’ spirit, devotion to
duty and self-denial were most marked through these trying
periods. It was the bitterest of blows to us that he should have
been mortally hit as he was making his final arrangements to
master the Germans.”

‘The period referred to above has been described by the same
officer as the most trying he experienced whilst serving with the
battalion.  The brigade, and the battalion, were moved from
one danger spot to another, kept in each till we gained complete
mastery over the enemy, before we were transferred somewhere
else to repeat the process.

Major Greatwood, who was wounded on the Aisne in Sep-
tember, rejoined the battalion on the 23rd March.?

v

THE BATTLES. OF YPRES, I19IJ

The area of the Battles of Ypres 1915 extended from the
Comines—Ypres Canal as far as Voormezeele, thence along the
road to Vlamertinghe Chateau, Elverdinghe Chateau, Boesinghe

1 The casualties of the xst Battalion in the trenches near Ypres between the 14th December,
1914, and the 22nd April, 1915, were: killed (or died of wounds) three officers (Major
Edwards, Captains E.M. Grantham, and J.N. Phillips); thirty-eight other ranks.
Wounded : six officers (Lieutenant E.W. Wales, 2nd Lieutenants H. Ingoldby, H.C.
Disbrowe, M.D. Wikon, T.G. Newbury and A.J. Gilby); one hundred and eighty-nine
other ranks. One other rank missing, »
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and Langemarck.! On the 22nd April, the 1st Lincolnshire
relieved the 1st Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, of the sth
Division, in front-line trenches astride the Comines—Ypres Canal:
the battalion was on the extreme right flank of the battle area,
where trench warfare of a more or less violent character was in
progress.  The battalion occupied these trenches for about five
weeks, an unusually long period for any battalion to hold the
front-line without relief. Major D.H.F. Grant commanded it
during this period, after Major Edwards was mortally wounded
on the sth April

‘The Cornwalls were then holding the right sub-sector of the
14th Brigade. The sth Division lost heavily in the attack on
Hill 60, and therefore the gth Brigade was ordered to take over
some of the trenches of the 14th Brigade. The relief took place
about 10 p.m., three companies of the Lincolnshire occupying
fire trenches and immediate support trenches on the southern
side of the Canal, as well as posts on both sides. The fourth
company, with Battalion Headquarters, occupied dug-outs near
Lankhof Chateau, about one thousand yards away on the northern
bank.

The Canal at this period, owing to fine weather, although
swampy in places, was sufficiently dry to permit the building of
a barrier across it, the posts on the bank being on either side.

During the gas attack on the northern extremity of the Ypres
salient, everything was very quiet on the Lincolnshire front.
‘The edge of the gas wave reached them on the canal bank, rather
a pleasant odour, and they wondered what it was. A heavy duel
between the opposing artillery, continuous rifle fire and a violent
bombardment of Ypres during the night, was also noted.

The enemy’s front line was from one hundred and thirty to
three hundred yards distant from the Lincolnshire trenches, the
approaches to the latter being over open ground for about six
hundred yards, exposed to hostile rifle-fire. The hostile rifle-
fire caused on an average two casualties to each.company durm.g
every relief during the five weeks. The first night was spent in
work on the defences, which were badly in need of repair. Much
good work was done in improving these trenches, which were
sited at the bottom of a hill, out of reach of the German artillery,
in most of the front-line sectors. Digging was impossible, as
the water lay within a foot of the ground surface, so breastworks
had to be built above ground. .

The 23rd was cold and windy. The situation in the front
line was reported as quiet, but another violent artillery duel

1 These are thé boundaries laid down in the Report of the Battles Nomenclature Com-
mittee, and within which British troops operated : the French area extended as far north
as Steenstraat.
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between the opposing guns lasted all day. During the afternoon
heavy rifle-fire was heard on the left of the battalion and Ypres
was again undergoing continuous bombardment.

Dawn next morning brought with it sounds of violent gun-fire
and rifle-fire from north-east of Ypres—the beginning of the
Battle of St. Julien. At night an officer’s patrol reconnoitred
the enemy’s wire entanglements and threw four grenades into
the German trenches.

The 25th passed similarly. On the 26th the records state :
“ Engagement north-east of Ypres has-been in progress during
day and night. Two officers—2nd Lieutenant L.T. Brook and
Lieutenant and Quartermaster F.W. Masters—were wounded,”
and Sergeant-Drummer Stevens was killed on 27th.

April merged into May with little to report but the volume of
artillery-fire, mostly on the left flank. No mention of gas occurs
in the Brigade records until the 2nd of the latter month, when
mouth gags, soaked in solution of soda and water were issued
to the battalion as a precaution against asphyxiating gas enemy
were using. But during the afternoon and evening of the stha
tell-tale mist was observed floating from the direction of the
German trenches towards the Lincolnshire ; it was poison gas.
Mouth gags were hurriedly adjusted and sprays containing a
solution of carbonate of soda were brought into use to counteract
the effects of the noxious gases. None of the Lincolnshire appear
to have been affected by the gas, but it was sufficiently strong at
Dickebusch Chateau to kill a horse belonging to the artillery.

Day by day the opposing guns shelled each other mercilessly
or turned their attention to the front-line trenches, blowing
parapets down and generally creating chaos. Ypres was on fire
for days, and till now was said to be full of civilians, who were
evacuated during the terrific artillery duels that took place.
Ypres burning by night was one of the most magnificent and
saddest sights seen during the war. Through it all a gradual
ascendancy over the German infantry was making itself felt.

With rifle and machine-gun fire, which held him to his trenches
with bombs skilfully thrown into his fire bays, by constantly
harassing his working parties so that they hardly dared to venture
from their trenches, by patrolling No Man’s Land, so that hostile
patrols dare not show their faces, and by blowing up his strong
points, in such ways did the Lincolnshire gradually subdue the
energies of the Germans opposed to them. ~One instance which
shows how completely impotent the enemy had become may be
quoted.  After darkness had fallen on the 15th May a party of
n.c.os and men went out in front of the trenches to remove
some growing crops which were obstructing the field of fire.
‘They successfully carried out this work and returned without
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suffering a single casualty—an impossibility had the enemy been
on the alert or possessed the fighting spirit of the battalion.
And yet in spite of the inactivity of the opposing infantry the
Lincolnshire suffered many casualties from artillery, trench-
mortar and rifle and machine-gun fire, for the thirty-five days in
the trenches cost the battalion eight officers' and one hundred
and twenty-five other ranks. These casualties were chiefly
caused in the support and reserve lines and during reliefs. The
front line suffered only from trench-mortars, and perpetual rifle-
grenade-fire. Trench mortars were only in their infancy at this
time, but the Germans had a few, and we had none, though we
had a few stick bombs and rifle-grenades.

Until the 26th May the Lincolnshire held these trenches, but
on that date they were relieved by the 2nd King’s Own Scottish
Borderers, and marched back to billets in Ouderdom.

The battalion had a tour in the trenches, where there was a good
deal of fighting, in the neighbourhood of Hooge and Zouave
Wood, between the 1st and sth June. The Lincolnshire were
in support of the 6th Cavalry Brigade. Their casualties were
Lieutenant J.W. Harris, and ten other ranks killed, and 2nd
Lieutenant T.R. Hammond, ninety-one other ranks wounded
and nineteen missing. On the §th June the battalion was with-
drawn to Brandhoek, four miles west of Ypres, until it was moved
to the front again to take part in the attack on Bellewaarde.

On the gth June the following received the Distinguished
Conduct Medal : Sergeants W. Kirk and W. Coulson, Lange—
Corporals A. Brownley and G. Williams, Privates C.F. Smith
and N. Mumby. Major H.E.R. Boxer took command of the
battalion on the 27th May, and Major F.W. Greatwood was

transferred to the 2nd Battalion.

\Y%
THE BATTLE OF AUBERS RIDGE : QTH MAY, 191§

The conversations between the French and British High
Commands, which preceded the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, were
resumed after it, and resulted in a plan for a simultaneous attack
by the French Tenth Army, and the British First Army. The

1 In addition to the names already given, the following oﬁicers’.casualties (all wounded)
were reported—2nd Lieutenant L.T.W.S. Bower (z /5 / 15), 2nd Lieutenant S.H. Jeudwine
(t1 /3 /15), Lieutenant R.W. Cave-Orme (16 /5 /r5), Lieutenant H. Marshall (24 /5 /r5),
Lieutenant G.W.H. Applin (25 /5 /15), 2nd Lieutenant H.H.St. Tufton (26 /5 /15).
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objective of the former, the Vimy Ridge, and of the latter, the
road to Lille, between La Bassee to Fourmes.?

The right attack of the British First Army was carried out by
the I. Corps, and the Indian Corps south of Neuve Chapelle,
and the left attack by the IV. Corps, 7th and 8th Divisions,
north of Neuve Chapelle. The general idea of the first movement
was the forcing of a breach in the German defences at two points
six thousand yards apart, followed by a convergent advance of
the I. and Indian Corps eastwards, and of the IV. Corps
south-eastwards.

The 8th Division furnished the brigades for the assault ; the
24th Brigade on the right, and the 2sth Brigade (Brigadier-
General Lowry Cole) on the left. 'The 2 5th Brigade, in addition
to the regular battalions of the Lincolnshire, Royal Berkshire,
Royal Irish Rifles and Rifle Brigade, now included the 1st and
13th Battalions of the London Regiment. The front of the
Brigade was marked on the right by the Sailly-Fromelles road,
which divided it from the 24th Brigade, and on the left by a road
which ran from La Cordonnerie Farm past Delangre Farm. The
length of the front was about seven hundred yards.

The width of No Man’s Land opposite the 25th Brigade,
averaged only one hundred yards from the front British trench or
breastwork, to the German wire. A distance of four hundred
yards separated the two assaults of the 2 5th Brigade. The right
assault was carried out by the 2nd Rifle Brigade, and 1st Royal
Irish Rifles, supported by the 2nd Royal Berkshire, and 2nd
Lincolnshire, and the left assault by the 13th London Regiment.
The assault was preceded by bombardment of the German de-
fences by our artillery, but was not as successful as anticipated.
(See Official History, Vol. IV, Chaprer 1.)

The 2nd Lincolnshire (Major S.FitzG. Cox commanding)
were in billets at Sailly when, on the 7th May, orders for the
attack reached them and were issued to companies. At 11 p.m.
on the 8th the battalion left billets and marched down the Sailly—
Fromelles road to its assembly trenches, which were near Rue
Petillon.  Here companies formed up ready for the attack to
take place on the following morning. A (Captain E.W. French)
and B (Captain J.A.A. Griffin) Companies were in the front line
with C (Captain B.J. Thruston) and D immediately behind.
‘The battalion was on the left of the second (or support) line,
with the Royal Irish Rifles in front.

By 2 a.m. on the gth, the 2 5th Brigade (less the 13th Londons)
was formed up in assembly trenches opposite the section of the
enemy’s line to be attacked : the 13th Londons were four

1 Official History, Vol. IV, p. 2. See also page 29 et seq. for details of the attack of the
8th Division. : l
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hundred yards to the left, where two mines were to be exploded.
The forming-up operations were carried out by night, the orderly
assembly of the troops being a remarkable piece of work by the
Brigade Staff. At g a.m., the guns opened fire on the German
trenches and for forty minutes pounded his defences and blew
the wire entanglements in front of them to bits.

At 5.40 a.m.,, the guns lifted and the leading lines of the 2nd
Rifle Brigade and Royal Irish Rifles advanced to the attack, the

@ Rouges Bancs

A -Rifle Brigade

B -Royal Irish Rifles
C -Berks '
D-Linc. R.

E -13thLondon

AUBERS RIDGE

2nd Lincolnshire following close in rear of the Irishmen. The
enemy’s artillery at once opened heavy fire on the advancing
troops, while his machine-guns and riflemen subjected the
attacking columns to a storm of bullets from both flanks. ‘The
Rifle Brigade and Royal Irish Rifles lost heavily. Nevertheless,
with great gallantry, the leading companies stormed the German
breastwork, though it was practically undamaged, and pressed
on to their first objective, the bend of the Fromelles road, two
hundred yards beyond. .

The supporting battalions moved forward as the leading
battalions crossed No Man’s Land, but as the enemy recovered
from the effects of the British bombardment his rifle and machine-
gun fire from the flanks became more intense and the casualties
more numerous.
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The leading companies of the Lincolnshire (A and B) got as
far as the German breastwork, but from that point further advance
was impossible. Before this position was reached 2nd Lieuten-
ants G.E. Ayres and R.D.M. Nisbet had been killed and 2nd
Lieutenants H.G.E. Clifford and E.H. Hind wounded.

C and D Companies had by this time reached the British
parapet. 'The Brigadier (Brigadier-General A.W.G. Lowry
Cole) then ordered the 2nd Lincolnshire (Major S.Fitz.G. Cox),
who still had two companies in hand, to get across by the mine
craters and work down towards the 2nd Rifle Brigade (the mines
in the meantime had been exploded and the crater occupied by
the 13th Londons), and after gaining possession of the German
trench, to join up with the left of the 2nd Rifle Brigade. This
order was given personally by the Brigadier, who had arrived in
the front line in order to be in close touch with the situation,
He had, however, barely given the order, when ““a number of
men of the Rifle Brigade and Irish Rifles were seen streaming
back over the German breastwork bringing with them the other
two companies of the 2nd Lincolnshire.” (Official History, Pol. IV,
p.36.) Some unauthorized person had given the order to retire
with the result that a general movement back from the enemy’s
trenches began.

For a few minutes confusion ensued. There were shouts of
a counter-attack, caused by the sight of several German prisoners
seen running for cover in the British lines : the Brigadier, in
order to stop the retirement, sprang on to the parapet and by
voice and gesture succeeded in arresting and turning the troops.
By his courageous action and fine example he gained control of
the situation, but all attempts to resume the advance were im-
possible in face of a murderous fire which was now sweeping
No Man’s Land. The General was still standing on the parapet
encouraging and urging his men on when he fell mortally
wounded, and died shortly afterwards.

The Commanding Officer of the 2nd Rifle Brigade was the
next senior Officer, but he was with the remnants of his battalion
in the German lines, Major Cox of the 2nd Lincolnshire
therefore temporarily assumed command of the 25th Brigade,
Major HLE.R. Boxer taking over command of the battalion.

In the meantime the two companies of the Lincolnshire,
ordered forward by General Lowry Cole before he was shot, suc-
cessfully pushed through to the German lines, to the west of the
13th Londons. The story of the 2nd Lincolnshire during the
battle centres from this point almost entirely round C and D
Companies.

Captain B.J. Thruston (commanding C Company) went for-
ward with the left party. He sent on first a blocking and bomb-
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ing party under 2nd Lieutenant E.O. Black. This gallant young
officer succeeded in gaining the German trench and in clearing
three hundred yards to the west, but his supply of bombs failed
and he could go no further. The remainder of the party, follow-
ing close behind Lieutenant Black, came under a very heavy fire
from their right and left front, especially from the latter. Cap-
tain ‘Thruston, seeing this, gave instructions for a bombing party
of the Scottish Riflest to go forward and clear the trench to the
east of the mine crater. This they did.

By 9 a.m., men were being dribbled across to occupy, and put
into a state of defence, the trench so cleared, but it was a perilous
business and only a small proportion of those sent out reached
their objective, the others being shot down. At one period
Captain Thruston located two German machine-guns firing from
beyond the crater and collecting five machine-guns, quickly
silenced the enemy’s guns. At 10.30 a.m. he reported that he
was in possession of the German trench to the west of the mine
crater and was awaiting further orders, but so great was the diffi-
culty in communicating with him, owing to the ground between
the opposing trenches being swept by enfilade machine-gun fire
from hostile trenches further north-east (untouched by our guns),
that it was 4 p.m. before an order could be got through to him
directing him to bring his party back. Even then it was im-
possible for him to move during daylight and not until four hours
later (8 p.m.) could he begin to retire. He had, however,
scarcely begun to move when from the flanks and rear he was
attacked by the enemy. Hurling their bombs and with shouts
the Germans tried to close in on his flanks and rear. Others
poured out from the crater on his left front.  Seeing his desperate
situation and being without machine-guns or bombs, he ordered
his men to get back to their own parapet as best they could.
Many succeeded, but others fell, amongst them 2nd Lieutenant
Black, who, first reported missing, was subsequently found to
have been killed. .

Another party of A Company under Captain French (formerly
under Major Boxer), who had apparently been lying out all day
in No Man’s Land, also withdrew to their own trenches under
cover of darkness. Many gallant actions took place during that
day of hard fighting and fortunately it is possible to preserve
them as examples of the spirit of the Regiment under great trial.

The first is that of Corporal Chatles Sharpe, who gained the
highest honour obtainable by a soldier—the Victoria Cross (inci-
dentally the first gained by the Lincolnshire Regiment in the
Great War). '

1 The 23rd Infantry Brigade had been asked for assistance and support for the 13th
Londons, and the 2nd Scottish Rifles had been sent up.
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Corporal Sharpe was in charge of a small blocking party sent
forward to take a portion of the trench. “ He was the first to
reach the enemy’s position and using bombs with great deter-
mination and effect, he himself cleared them out of a trench fifty
yards long. By this time all his party had fallen and he was then
joined by four other men, with whom he attacked the enemy
again with bombs, and captured a further trench two hundred
and fifty yards long.”  (Extract from citation in the London Gazette
of 292k June, 1915.) Privates D. Bills, W. Donderdale and J.F.
Leeman were each awarded the D.C.M. for going to Corporal
Sharpe’s assistance.

Sergeant Brocklesby took command of a party of men who
were lying exposed to extremely heavy rifle-fire and machine-
gun flanking fire, and by his example and bravery succeeded in
leading them forward and reinforcing a party in front already in
possession of a German trench. He was severely wounded, but
richly deserved the D.C.M. awarded to him. Another n.c.o.
—-Sergeant S. Clarke—gained a similar honour for leading his
platoon to the German trenches in support of another regiment,
losing heavily in so doing. Later on he went out under fire and
cut the German barbed wire, thereby enabling the troops to
retire.

Private W. Cowling covered the retirement of a number of
men by holding up the enemy in a hand-to-hand fight. He
killed several and although his rifle was ultimately torn out of his
hands, he made good his escape : he also was awarded the
D.C.M.

The action for which Private G. Kirby earned the D.C.M.
was in the mine crater in which fifteen wounded and about one
hundred other men were taking cover. The Germans threw a
lighted bomb into the crater, but before it could burst Kirby
picked it up and threw it out again.

When darkness fell on the gth May the 25th Brigade was
relieved by the 2 3rd Brigade and moved back to the Croix Blanche
area. 'The 2nd Lincolnshire reaching billets in Bac St. Maur at
2 a.m. on the 1oth of May, ‘

‘The losses of the 2nd Battalion in the Battle of Aubers Ridge
were heavy. ‘To the list of those officers who had been killed or
wounded already mentioned, the names of Lieutenant H.M.
Goldsmith (killed) and 2nd Lieutenant P.H. Parker (wounded)
must be added : in other ranks the battalion lost twenty-eight
killed and died of wounds, one hundred and seventy-two
wounded, and seventy-seven missing.

So far as the general results are concerned, the Battle must be
written down as a failure, due not to any lack of courage, dogged
determination and resolution on the part of the troops concerned,

g6



BELLEWAARDE [JUNE 16TH, 1913

but to the strength of the enemy’s positions, which were much
more powerful than had been anticipated. Bomb-proof shelters,
twenty-foot thick breastworks, had resisted much of the British
artillery-fire and enabled the Germans to man their parapets and
meet the assaulting troops with a deadly machine-gun and rifle-
fire, whilst against the stream of bullets which swept No Man’s
Land, and not only No Man’s Land, from the flanks, it was
impossible to make headway.

All honour to the gallant fellows who had fought their way
into the enemy’s trenches : which in itself was no small achieve-
ment.

VI

THE FIRST ATTACK ON BELLEWAARDE : I6TH JUNE, IQI§

Between the Menin road and the Ypres—Roulers railway the
German trenches formed a salient : they were the high-water
mark of the enemy’s advance during the Battles of Ypres 1913.
Behind his front line lay the Bellewaarde Ridge and the Lake, the
former giving him excellent observation over the British defences.
At the southern extremity of this salient Hooge, battered and
ruined, lay between the opposing trenches. Just south of the
Ypres—Roulers railway the eastern edges of Railway Wood were
held by the Germans and the western edges by the British, whose
line from Hooge ran along the southern side of the Menin road
to just east of the Birr Cross Roads, thence parallel to and east
of Cambridge Road to the angle formed by the road and the
railway. A minor operation was planned by the V. Corps
(Lieut.-General Sir E. Allenby), to improve the position by the
capture of the ridge, which would deprive the enemy of observa-
tion, and at the same time straighten out the re-entrant in the
British line between Hooge and Railway Wood ; the actual
assault was entrusted to the 7th and 9th Brigades of the 3rd
Division. On the front of attack the enemy’s trenches were
about fifty yards distant in the centre and about two hundred on
the flanks. To save the troops from being heavily shelled whilst
waiting for the attack, the ground being under observation by the
enemy, it was decided to attack at dawn.

From the 6th to the 1j5th, preparations were made for the
operations and the 1st Lincolnshire, with other units of the gth
Brigade, practised the attack. In view of the use of gas by the
enemy, special attention was paid during this training to anti-gas
devices. A new pattern smoke helmet, in addition to the some-
what primitive respirator then in use, was issued to each man.
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This new device took the form of a hood made of grey flannel
with a celluloid window. It fitted over the head, the end of the
hood being tucked in the neck of the man’s tunic. 'Thus only
the air within the helmet could be breathed. The hood itself
was kept damp with a solution of hyposulphate of soda,.the air
passing through the material being thus filtered of any poisonous
gas. The heat was so great that the helmet had to be removed
from time to time to avoid suffocation.

When the orders for the attack were received the 1st Lincoln-
shire were still in bivouacs south of Brandhoek,* and at 4.15
p.m. on the 15th of June the battalion left them for the assembly

IST ATTACK, BELLEWAARDE

trenches at the southern end of Cambridge Road. This approach
march entailed a long tramp eastwards through Kruisstraat and
Ypresand along the railway track as far as Hell Fire Corner, thence
down the Menin road to the Birr Cross Roads. By 1.15 a.m.
on the 16th the battalion was in position, having lost four other
ranks wounded during the march.

The attack was divided into three stages : the first objective
was the German front line ; the second the line of the road from
Hooge to Bellewaarde Farm ; the final one the trench on the
edge of the Lake. After the first objective had been taken by
the 1st Line of the gth Brigade, the 2nd Line was to go through
it and capture the second objective, the artillery lifting from the
first objective to the second objective at a fixed hour, but remain-
ing on the second until ordered to lift.

_The bombardment commenced at 2.30 a.m., and continued
with pauses until 4.15 a.m., when the artillery lifted and the 1st

1 Brandhoek is on the Poperinghe~Vlamertinghe road, four and a quarter miles west
of Ypres.

98



BELLEWAARDE [JUNE 16TH, 191§

Line (4th Royal Fusiliers, 1st Northumberland Fusiliers, and
1st Royal Scots Fusiliers) captured the German front line with
very little resistance. The 2nd Line consisted of the 1/10oth
Liverpool Scottish and the 1st Lincolnshire.r What Germans
were found alive were too dazed and demoralized by the terrific
shell-fire through which they had passed to doanything buthold up
their hands and surrender, glad to get away from the terrible sight
of their dead and dying comrades and the ruin of their trenches.

‘The Lincolnshire rushed forward in support of the Royal
Fusiliers and reinforced their line. 'The attack then continued
to advance, bombing parties forcing their way along the com-

IST ATTACK, BELLEWAARDE

munication trench, driving the enemy at a run into his second-
line trenches. o
The attack was covered on the right by rifle and machine-gun
fire from the Wiltshires of the 7th Division, who had their trenches
on the Menin road about midway between the ruins of Hooge
and the Birr Cross Roads. On the left from the railway other
troops belonging to the 6th Division assisted in a sm.ular manner.
The Lincolnshire and the Royal Fusiliers next seized a trench
where the artillery had done its work extraordinarily well : the
barbed-wire entanglements had been destroyed and the trenches
themselves made absolutely untenable, Many dead Germans

1 Official History, Vol. IV, p. xoo. The Lincolnshire were on the right of the 2nd line.
(dn officer with the battalion.)
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were found amidst the debris, others were taken prisoner and
passed back to the rear.

The second stage of the attack now took place. Here again
the guns had done their work admirably, for, with very few
casualties, the Lincolnshire carried the trench by 4.30 a.m,
driving the enemy out at the point of the bayonet. ‘The infantry
were working on a timed artillery programme, but were told that
if the opposition was not too stiff to make their objective and send
messages to the artillery to lift. When the Lincolnshire had got
through the barrage, and on and beyond the second objective,
the Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel Boxer, ordered Major
Boys to get on to the final objective, the western edge of Belle-
waarde Lake, whilst he collected and turned some men who were
going to the south of the Lake. He was not seen again. The
trench at the final objective was only a split-locked trench, where
the Lincolnshire were observed by a low-flying German aero-
plane. No messages got back to our artillery, as very early after
the attack commenced all telephone wires were cut by shell-fire,
and when our guns lifted from the second objective *“ we got ten
minutes of the very best,” supplemented by the German guns
shortly after the lift. There were many casualties, amongst them
Lieut.-Colonel Boxer, whose body was never found, in spite of
diligent search. The early morning mist, and smoke from the
shells, prevented the artillery observers seeing the flags carried
by the infantry to indicate their arrival on the various objectives
and prevented visual signalling as well.

The trenches now became crowded with men, units got mixed
up, and it became almost impossible to organize or control the
fight ; to add to the confusion, German artillery fire, very heavy
and accurate, swept the battalions of the 3rd Division from three
sides. A combat with bombs and bayonets in the network of
trenches now ensued, and swayed backwards and forwards.
About 7.30 a.m., the enemy made a definite counter-attack, which
was repulsed, and two further attempts later in the day were
broken up by fire : but at 9.30 a.m. still under heavy shell-fire,
and with no bombs left, the attackers fell back to the first line
of German trenches.! o

At about 9.30 p.m., the 4th Gordons of the 8th Brigade arrived
and began the relief of the 1st Lincolnshire, the survivors on
handing over the trenches marching back to bivouacs at Red
Wine Camp, south of Brandhoek;, arriving at their destination at
§ aum, on 17th June.

Many acts of gallantry were performed by all ranks of the
battalion both during the attack itself and during the subsequent
enemy bombardment.  Sergeant F.J. Davis and Private E.

1 See Official History, Vol. IV, 2+ 100, for explanation of the cause of the confusion .
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Breeze gained D.C.M.’s for gallantry during the advance to the
second German line. The former took command of the support-
ing line of his company after all its officers had been killed or
wounded, and rushed a portion of the German second line,
capturing the trench and taking several prisoners. Private
Breeze, collecting a few men, attacked a portion of the enemy’s
second line with bombs, destroyed two German machine-guns
and took twelve prisoners.

It was during the heavy bombardment that Private A.
Cresswell, on his own initiative, moved from trench to trench
dressing the wounded of all battalions, at the greatest risk to
himself, exposed as he was continually to the enemy’s fire. “ His
zeal and bravery were very marked ”’ : his D.C.M. was indeed
well earned.

Back at Red Wine Camp, the battalion rested throughout the
17th June. At midday a roll call was taken and it was found
that the following casualties had been incurred during the
fighting on the previous day : the C.O., Lieut.-Colonel H.E.R.
Boxer—first reported wounded and missing, Lieutenant F.C.
Green and 2nd Lieutenant R.O. Pearson were killed. Captains
J.R.G. Magrath, R.H. Spooner? and 2nd Lieutenant J.H.P.
Barret were wounded : in other ranks the losses were twenty-two
killed, three died of wounds, seventy-six missing and two
hundred and sixty-five wounded, a total of three hundred and
forty-two of all ranks.

After the attack on Bellewaarde, described above, the 1st
Lincolnshire had a period in the trenches, not marked by any
action recorded on the Colours, until the 1st July, 1916, when
the Somme battles commenced. Part of this period was passed
in the Ypres theatre of operations, sometimes in the trenches at
Sanctuary Wood, where on the 3oth June they were relieved by
the 4th and sth Lincolnshire. The Diary of the 1st Battalion
records the pleasure of all ranks at meeting their Territorial
Battalions. At intervals the time was spent behind the line for
rest and training. 'The usual record in the Diary was : “ Con-
ditions on our front normal,” or * All quiet,” but each day there
was a tell-tale casualty list of killed and wounded.

On the 13th November, the battalion left Winnezeelke, on
transfer from the gth Infantry Brigade to the 62nd in the 21st
Division, in which it was to serve to the end of the war. The
Brigade Commander addressed the battalion, expressing his
regret at losing it, and it marched away along a road lined by
cheering officers and men of the 1oth Liverpool Scottish, and

1 Private A. Cresswell and an officer of the Liverpool Scottish were the bravest
individuals I saw in action during this war.” (Major de C. Bays.)
2 Captain R.H. Spooner was the famous all-England cricketer and Rugby International.
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led by the Pipers of the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers as far as Steen-
voorde, where the band of the 3rd Devons played the Battalion
through the village.

'The object of the transfer was to stiffen the new formations
now in France with seasoned, and experienced troops from the
original divisions of the British Expeditionary Force.

The first sub-sector taken over in the new brigade was at
Houplines (one and a half miles north-west of Armentieres).
Trenches deep in water, which lay all round, and No Man’s
Land dismal to contemplate.

The battalion moved to the Somme area on the 31st March,
1916, but was out of the line to the north of Amiens engaged
on work in preparation for the intended attack on the German
positions, until towards the end of May it moved to trenches
east of Albert, opposite Fricourt, which was in German hands.
On the 4th June a raid from the “ Tambour " was planned, but
had to be abandoned, as the Germans shelled it with such effect
that the commander of the raiding party, Captain K.J. Edmond-
son, 2nd Lieutenant G.K. Stevens, and four other ranks were
killed, and seventeen wounded. During a tour in the line be-
tween the 20th and 28th June, four other ranks were killed,
four officers (Captain A.B.C. Parish, 2nd Lieutenants W.E.
Bartram, J.E.N.P. Denning, and M. Churchouse) and forty
other ranks were wounded.

'The casualties between the 17th June, 19154, and the 3oth
June, 1916, were four officers killed, Captain J.D.D. Wickham,
and Lieutenant L.H. Bowen, besides those named above, and
twelve officers wounded, including those between the 20th and
28th June. 'The names of the other eight are : Lieutenants
H.C. Disbrowe and E.P. Nash, R.A.M.C,, and 2nd Lieutenants
H.J.A. Simpson, R. Rowlatt, H.B. Duncan, C.P. Sippe, Lieu-
tenant J. Edes, 2nd Lieutenant C. Goodwood. In other ranks
the casualties were : thirty-nine killed, and three hundred and
fourteen wounded.

The Diary for July contains mention of the award of the
D.C.M. to Sergeant F.]J. Davis, Private E. Breeze, and Private
A. Cresswell for gallantry near Hooge, at the first attack on
Bellewaarfie, on the 16th June. Major H.E.R. Boxer’s name
appeared in the London Gazerte of the 23rd June for the award of
the D.S.0. a week after he was killed in action when in command
of the 1st Battalion, in the action referred to above.
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FROM MARCH IQI§ TO THE EVE OF THE BATTLE OF LOOS : 4TH,
§TH AND %TH BATTALIONS

On the 1st March the 4th and sth (T.F.) Battalions of the
Regiment disembarked at Havre. The 4th was commanded by
Lieut.-Colonel J.W. Jessop, and the sth by Lieut.-Colonel T.E.
Sandall. Both battalions formed part of the 138th Brigade, 46th
Division, Two or three days were spent at the Rest Camp,
Havre, and then they travelled to Strazeele, arriving on the gth.

The 4th and sth Lincolnshire, between the gth and 26th of
March, moved by stages to the front line. On arrival at Ploeg-
steert they were attached to the 11th Brigade (4th Division) for
instruction in trench duties. The 4th Battalion had one man
wounded on the 27th, which appears to have been their first
casualty in France : the sth had a man slightly wounded on the
28th and a corporal killed the day following. On the 1st of
April the 4th were in billets at Le Kirlem and the 5th at Steen-
werck. A few days later both battalions moved to Dranoutre,
and on the gth into the front-line trenches, taking over a portion
of the defences for the first time opposite Spanbrek Mollen.

The first trenches held by a battalion always remained in the
memory, and the trenches occupied by the Lincolnshire Terri-
torials were in such a wretched condition that they remained a
nightmare in the minds of the battalion for many a month. Two
farms held by the 4th Battalion, i.e., Frenchman’s and Pond
Farms, were a constant target for the enemy’s artillery, and on
the 13th at the latter farm, 2nd Lieutenant G. Staniland and three
other ranks were killed and six wounded by shell-fire. On the
21st another officer of the same battalion—and Lieutenant W.B.
Hirst—was killed. .

The sth Battalion Diary gives a detailed description of the
condition of the trenches taken over on the 9th.  Of one, dubbed
“ the worst trench of them all,” it is recorded that * dead bodies
are even half exposed in the parados "—mnot a cheerful prospect
for troops almost fresh to trench warfare. On the 17th when
* the operations at Hill 6o were in progress the sth Lincolnshire
assisted by keeping the enemy’s trenches under heavy fire.
Captain T.S. Hadfield was wounded near Frenchman’s Farm on
the 19th April. On the 21st the battalion was back at Dran-
outre.

From the night of the 21st of April (the battalion being then
in the trenches) until the 14th June, the 1/4th Lincolnshire
record little of outstanding interest. '

However, a great deal of work was carried out on the defences.
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Dranoutre and Locre appear to have been the principal billeting
areas. On the 13th of May, after first shelling the line and then
pounding it with trench-mortar bombs, the Germans sent out a
party against G1 and G2 Salients : they were easily repulsed,
leaving one dead man in Gr. On the 1st of June Lieutenant
C.H. Ellwood was killed.

On the 4th June Colonel Jessop, comimanding the 4th Bat-
talion, Major Barrell and Major Cooper, left Locre and went
to Kemmel village to see Colonel Jones, commanding the sth
Leicester, to arrange for the relief of his battalion, which was to
take place two days later, reaching the village about 12.1§ p.m.
Colonel Jessop entered the Leicester Headquarters, whilst the
other two went with Major Toller of the Leicesters to inspect the
ration dump, etc.

Heavy shells began falling in the village, and one dropped
very near the Leicester Headquarters so Major Barrell and his
companions returned to ascertain if the two Colonels were safe,
and found that they had left the Headquarters as the shells had
dropped too near to be pleasant. ‘Then, apparently, they were
caught in the open by another shell, which instantly killed
Colonel Jessop, and wounded Colonel Jones. The three chargers
of the Lincolnshire officers were killed, and the orderly was hit.

Colonel Jessop was a great personality, and his untimely death
was mourned not only by his own battalion but by the whole
brigade. He was buried at Dranoutre on the 5th June.!

"The records of the 1 /5th Battalion are more detailed than those
of the 1 /4th ; even so, there is little in them of more than ordinary
interest. One item, however, does deserve mention. Those
who went through the agonies of the trenches will know full well
the nerve-wracking tension occasioned by the knowledge that the
enemy was preparing a mine which might go up at any
moment beneath the trench in which they stood. This experi-
ence fell to the lot of the 1/5th Lincolnshire (for the first time)
on the 26th of April. Suspicions were aroused on that date by
muffled noises beneath the trench heard by the mining officer
near Eil and confirmed on the 28th by sounds of voices under
ground. But no further mention appears in the records until
the 20th May when the inevitable result occurred : on that date
at 3 p.m. the Germans blew the mine, killing eleven men and
wounding twenty-two others of the 1 /5th Lincolnshire, four men
also being * missing, believed killed.”  One officer (Lieutenant
Dyson), who had been buried for fourteen hours in the debris,
was recovered at § a.m. on the 21st, bruised, but sound and
cheery. .

The next day suspicious noises were heard by R.E. officers

1This account was given by Major Oliver Cooper. -
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under Eil, as if a2 mining charge was being placed in position.
On the 6th miners working in rear of Eil (which had been rebuilt
since the explosion) discovered an enemy sap and heard the
German sentry snoring. The R.E. then placed a charge of
1 5olbs. ammonal and fired it, destroying the enemy’s gallery, but
leaving our own intact. On the 15th of June, just before mid-
night, the 1/5th returned to bivouacs in Dranoutre.

About the middle of June the 46th Division moved to the
southern area of the Ypres Salient. The 4th Lincolnshire
arrived at Ouderdom on the 22nd and went into bivouac until
the 29th, when they moved forward to dug-outs in Sanctuary
Wood and Maple Copse. The next day (as already mentioned)
they relieved the 1st Lincolnshire and South Lancs. east of
Sanctuary Wood. But little of interest is recorded until the
28th of July, when the enemy blew up a sap in A1 and A2
trenches and mortared the line at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 2nd
Lieutenant Maples was wounded, also two officers of other units,
going round the line. The next afternoon at 4.15 p.m. Captain
M. Staniland was killed. Lieutenant W.A. Fox was killed a
little later. On the 30oth the Germans attacked the British line
near Hooge after a violent bombardment, and the projection of
liquid fire. The trenches held by the Lincolnshire were kept
under a very heavy trench-mortar, ‘ whizz-bang " and rifle-fire :
the battalion was not, however, engaged in the attack. On the
1st of August the 4th mention the departure of a company of
7th Lincolnshire which had been attached for instruction in
trench warfare.

The 9th of August found the 4th in Zillebeke dug-outs (two
companies) and the Barracks, Ypres (two companies). The
enemy’s artillery-fire was heavy on this date, 15-in. shells falling
in Ypres, and the two companies there joined the others in
Zillebeke dug-outs. On this date the trenches at Hooge were
retaken, but the Lincolnshire were not engaged. On the 10th
the 4th returned to the front line : on the 12th Captain Hart was
wounded, Another officer—Lieutenant L.A. Reed—was killed
on the 27th August. Even in support and reserve casualties
were frequent, for on the 2nd of September seven men were
killed and five wounded as the result of the enemy’s bombard-
ment of the Embankment dug-outs, which lay well behind the
front line. .

The 3rd of September saw the battalion back in the front line :
this was a most uncomfortable tour, for the elements seemed to
conspire with the enemy to make the trenches unbearable. For
three days the men were wet through by the heavy rain. Shell-
fire was heavy, during which another officer (2nd Lieutenant
Edmondson) was wounded. After moving back out of the line
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on the 8th to huts west of Dickebusch, Lieut.-Colonel C.E.
Heathcote, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, arrived and
assumed command of the battalion on the 1oth. During the
next tour (from the 1 sth to the 2 1st of September) casualties were
heavier amongst other ranks. On the 20th the guns began a
methodical bombardment of the enemy’s trenches, in co-opera-
tion with similar actions all along the line as a preliminary to the
Battle of Loos. 'The enemy’s reply was vigorous, and the front-
line trenches came in for a very heavy gruelling. On the 24th
the 4th Lincolnshire were in Brigade Reserve in Kruistraat
dug-outs, Railway Embankment and Deeping dug-outs.

The 1 /5th were not relieved from the trenches east of Kemmel
until the 21st of June, when they moved back to Dranoutre, and
on the 22nd moved to Ouderdom. On the 29th the battalion
at 7 p.m. marched to trenches “ situated south of Hooge, east
of Ypres. Wooded country. Trenches form part of the famous
Ypres Salient.” These were apparently support trenches, for
on the 3oth at 7 p.m., the 1/5th took over a trench from the 1st
Lincolnshire and one from the 4th Fusiliers. As a welcome to
a new sector, crumps fell in the south-west corner of Sanctuary
Woaod, killing two men.

The six days which followed were strenuous, the enemy’s
“ whizz-bangs ” caused a great deal of damage, the battalion
snipers completely silenced the enemy’s snipers : the opposing
guns engaged in heavy duels, in all of which more or less the
unfortunate infantry in the front line became involved. There
was one part of the line—No. 9g—which had a particular attrac-
tion for the enemy’s gunners. It was blown to bits more than
once. On the 4th July the casualty list was heavy : one other
rank killed, one officer (2nd Lieutenant Binns) and ten other
ranks wounded. Each day there were several casualties. The
next tour (13th/19th July) was also lively. Captain Ingoldby was
yvounded on the 14th. On the 12th of August the Diary records

‘ very short of Very lights and have to rely on the Germans to
?bhge:” The next day a box of lights arrived ‘so more

strafing ’ can be done.”

_ Casualties during this tour were on the increase, i.e., twenty-
eight killed and wounded from the 10th to the 16th. The latter
night is written down as quiet.  Perhaps too quiet for the enemy,
who seems to havg been suspicious, and opened heavy rifle-fire at
2.30 am. “ This,” records the Diary, © was no doubt done to
draw our fire and thereby disclose our strength. Fire was #o!
drawn. A few grenade and trench-mortar bombs were des-
patched to enemy to remind them that we were still alive and
willing to do a bit of ‘strafing’ too.” The 1 /5th were relieved
that night and returned to Zillebeke Lake dug-outs.

106



THE 7ta LINCOLNSHIRE AT YPRES pury, rors

September opened with wretched weather : rain reduced the
trenches to mud alleys : parapets began to fall in and work was
in consequence very heavy, not only when in support and reserve,
but in the front line also. The damage done by the enemy’s
shell-fire was frequently extensive. On the 19th, for instance, it
is reported that our heavies having bombarded the enemy’s line,
the latter retaliated : ‘ Whizz-bangs everywhere : rifle pits
were badly knocked about by ¢ crumps . And then follows an
excellent comment on conditions in the front line : “ One wishes
at times that troops who have been having a restful time for
months on end! might relieve us in this ghastly salient. An
officer from Armentieres direction was overheard by an officer
of ours who was proceeding on leave to England the other day
to say to another officer, also from the same direction : ‘Do you
know, we had several of those nasty whizz-bangs over us the
other day, they were quite dreadful.” If only they could come
here and learn that for every whizz-bang that went over him we
got about fifty ‘ crumps’ : one Jooks upon whizz-bangs as gnats
round here | ”’

On the 17th the enemy’s shell-fire was terrific : at least six
hundred “crumps” were put over and countless hundreds of
whizz-bangs. The damage done to the trenches was very
great, but casualties were miraculously small, i.e., one killed, two
wounded and one ‘‘ shock " from being buried. Our * heavies ”
had failed to respond to calls for support and the Diary has a
“ grouse ” : “ If some of the ‘ office ’ officers who arrange bom-
bardments but never seem to realise there is such a thing as
retaliation would only spend a day in the trenches (at “IL

Army Hotel,” i.e. Battalion Headquarters) while the enemy is-

bombarding #hem, then perhaps they would see the necessity for
artillery support.” On the 24th of September the sth
Lincolnshire were back out of the line at Zillebeke. .
Meanwhile another battalion of the Regiment, the 7th (Service)
Battalion of the s1st Brigade, 17th Division, disembarked at
Boulogne from Folkestone on the 14th of July. On the 19th
the battalion reached billets in Eecke, and two days later a party
of five officers visited the trenches near Ypres for instruction.
The Brigade to which the 7th Lincolnshire belonged was in
Corps Reserve, but very soon began its apprenticeship in trench
warfare. On the 27th B Company went into the trenches of
the 138th Brigade, 46th Division, and there met the Territorial
battalions of the Regiment. 'The next day three men were killed
and four wounded—Afirst casualties. From the 28th to the 31st
(inclusive) four men were killed and sixteen wounded. ‘
On coming out of the trenches east of Ypres the battalion

1 There were not many having a “ restful time * in France and Flanders at this period.
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moved to bivouacs west of Kruisstraat, thence to huts on the
Vlamertinghe-Ouderdom road. The battalion first took over a
sub-sector of the front line on the 14th of August near
Voormezeele. This tour appears to have been expensive, for
when the Lincolnshire were relieved on the 26th and moved back
to La Clytte and Reninghelst, they had lost nine other ranks
killed and thirty-seven wounded.

In another tour in the front line, in the same sub-sector, from
the 3rd to the 11th September, Major W.L. Crawford was
wounded on the 7th and 2nd Lieutenant J.K. Brice-Smith on
the gth : the latter died of wounds on the 1oth, Another officer
—a2nd Lieutenant H.A. Padley—was wounded on the 19th of
September. Conditions in the front line on the 20th, 21st and
22nd are described as very quiet, until on the latter date our
guns began a heavy bombardment of the German line, with the
result that the enemy’s retaliation was violent. The 23rd and
24th were also noisy for all along the line the British artillery
were engaged in shelling the enemy’s trenches, in order to
deceive him as to the point of the attack to be launched on the
2 5th of September.

In their trenches at Voormezeele, the 7th Lincolnshire on the
2 5th September fired * fifteen rounds rapid ” in order to deceive
the enemy that they were about to attack.

According to the War Diaries, the casualties of the 4th, sth
and 7th Battalions, between the 13th Marchand 2 5th September,
19135, were :

4k Barralion—killed : officers, Col. Jessop, Capt. M. Staniland,
Lieuts. G. Staniland, W.B. Hirst, C.H. Ellwood, W.A. Fox, and
L.H. Reed ; other ranks, ten. Wounded: officers, Capts.
B.C. Thompson and Hart, 2and Lieut. Edmondson. Other
ranks, twenty-two. :

5th Battalion—killed : officers none ; other ranks, forty-three.
Wounded : officers, Capts, Hadfield, Ingoldby, Lowe, 2nd
Lieuts. Disney, Binns and Bott ; other ranks, two hundred and
seventeen ; missing, four.

7th Battalion—casualties from the 18th June to the 25th
September : Died of wounds, 2nd Lieut. J.K. Brice-Smith ;
wounded, Major W.L. Crawford, 2nd Lieut. H.A. Padley ;

o.thﬁz ranks : killed, twenty-one, wounded, one hundred and
eight. :
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VIII
THE BATTLE OF LOOS ¢ 25TH SEPTEMBER—8TH OCTOBER, IQI§

The attack at Loos was forced on the British Commander-in-
Chief, Sir John French, after conferences with French Higher
Command continued for many weeks, by the general situation
of the Allies, in Europe and especially in Russia, and by the local
situation in France. It was undertaken with forces which in his
judgment were inadequate, and over ground which was unfavour-
able. Acting on instructions received from the Secretary of
State for War, Sir John French informed General Joffre, on the
22nd August, that the First Army would attack with all the re-
sources at its disposal, south of La Bassee Canal, supported by
about eight hundred guns. General Joffre said that, owing to
the Russian situation he wished the assaulting troops, both
French and English, to be ready by the 8th September. The
date of the attack was postponed later, owing to the time required
for the French preparations for the offensive in Champagne. If
successful a break-through was to be followed by a general
offensive of all the French and British Armies on the Western
front intended to compel the Germans to retreat beyond the
Meuse and possibly end the war.  (See Qfficial History, Vol. IV,
Pp. 113 and 129.) _

The main assault, between Lens and La Bassee Canal, was to
be carried out by the First Army under General Haig, with the
I. Corps (Gough) and the IV. Corps (Rawlinson). Subsidiary
attacks were to be made north of the canal by the Indian and
ITII. Corps. Sir John French decided to retain a general
reserve in his own hands consisting of the XI. Corps.(Hakmg),
and two cavalry corps, British and Indian. The 8th Lincolnshire
was serving in the XI. Corps, in the 63rd Brigade of the 21st
Division. The 21st Division, as well as the 24th, also in the
Corps, were recently from England, and neither had previous
experience in France.

The battle commenced at § a.m. on the 25th September and
the IV. Corps, south of the Vermelles—Hulluch road, at the
cost of very heavy casualties, passed the first German trenches,
west of Loos, and reached the Lens—La Bassee road, east of Loos,
and even Bois Hugo beyond it. The 21st and 24th Divisions
from the XI. Corps, the General Reserve, came into the battle
as described below, but the hoped-for break through the German
line did not take place, for reasons which will appear. ;

Only one battalion—the 8th (Service) Battalion—of the Lin-
colnshire Regiment, of the 63rd Brigade, 21st Division, took part
in the main operations, though the 1 /4th and 1/5th (Territorial)
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Battalions were behind the line during part of the battle
in reserve, and later were actively engaged on the 13th October
at the Hohenzollern Redoubt. These two battalions were on
the 2 sth September in the Ypres Salient, and the 1/4th took part
in fire demonstrations, carried out to assist the operations in the
main theatre of the battle. The 2nd Battalion was engaged in
the subsidiary attack in the action of Bois Grenier.

In the 21st Division the 8th (Service) Battalion of the Lincoln-
shire Regiment, the 8th Somerset Light Infantry, the 12th West
Yorkshire and the 1oth York and Lancaster formed the 63rd
Brigade. 'The 21st Division had landed in France scarce four-
teen days previously (7th—11th September). Quite inexperi-
enced and lacking in that knowledge of the enemy’s methods
which other divisions had gained both in battle operations and
trench warfare, it may be said that the Division as a whole had
never been under fire. These details should be borne in mind,
for they are essential in anything like a fair estimate of the action
of the 21st Division in the operations in which it was about to
take part.

The 8th Lincolnshire (Lieut.-Colonel H.E. Walter,* com-
manding) embarked at Southampton on the night 1oth—11th
September. 'The battalion reached Boulogne early on the morn-
ing of the 11th. At 4 p.m., the same afternoon, the Lincolnshire
entrained for the Watten area (where the 2 1st Division was con-
centrating) and went into billets at Bayenghem.

For a week the Lincolnshire remained in the Watten area and
then, on the night 20oth /21st September the 21st Division set
out on that long approach march which was only to end (as Sir
John French said) “ within three miles of our original trenchline.”

_On the night of the 20th/21st September the 8th Battalion
bivouacked in a field at Racquingham. They rested all day on
the 21st, but set out again during the evening of the latter date
and, marching all night, reached Norrent Fontes at 1.30 a.m.
on the 22nd, where they bivouacked again. On the evening of
22nd the battalion marched to Cauchy. Here quite good billets
were found until the evening of the 24th, when the battalion left
Cauchy and bivouacked about two miles west of Noeux les Mines
at about 1.30 a.m. on the 25th September. It was a cold wet
night and the noise of the guns, then engaged in bombarding the
enemy’s trenches, disturbed the troops so that few slept.

At about 10 a.m. orders came to move. Progress was pain-
fully slow, for the roads were congested with traffic of all sorts :
transport wagons and ambulances, walking wounded and German
prisoners—all combined to make the march a trying one. East
of Noeux les Mines the Lincolnshire halted for some time, close

1 Formerly Adjutant of the rst Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment. °
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to a heavy battery and came under long-range shell-fire. The
march was resumed and at about 4 p.m. the battalion passed
through Vermelles.  Signs of the battle were gradually becoming
more frequent.  British wounded, carried on stretchers or limp-
ing painfully along the roads, German prisoners, sullen and
defiant-looking, were streaming westwards. Near Vermelles a
large body of cavalry was halted, waiting to go through when the
orders came for them to do so.

From Vermelles the road led south-east along which, for
nearly three-quarters of an hour, the battalion, tired, wet
through and hungry, trudged in the direction of Loos. The
troops were not marching ““ light ”’ ¢ full equipment was carried
by both officers and men, even to great coats, which in the
drenching rain gradually became heavier.r At about § p.m. the
battalion with other units of the 63rd Brigade, reached Fosse
No. 7 and again halted. For three hours the Brigade waited in
this position, battalions lying down on the northern side of the
road. At 8 p.m. orders came for the advance : the Brigade was
to advance to a point east of the Loos—La Bassee road, moving
thence eastwards to the main Hulluch-Loos road, the final
objective of the Brigade being Annay. :

But the road Fosse %7 was so terribly congested with traffic of
all kinds that it was 8.4 5 p.m. before the whole Brigade was able
to move. The Lincolnshire and Somerset Light Infantry de-
ployed and advanced across country, whilst the West Yorkshire
and York and Lancaster took a devious route by road. The Lin-
colnshire relieved some of the 1 §th Division between 7 and 8 p.m.

‘The Lincolnshire were on the extreme left of the 2 15t Division
and having with the Somersets deployed, advanced in echelon
formation eastwards. 'That advance was difficult. Carried out
in pitch darkness, first across the old British front line and then
over the original front-line German trenches, battered and ruined
as they were by shell-fire, and littered with dead and dying. For
three hours the Lincolnshire pushed on, stumbling into shell-
holes, falling over inert bodies of the dead ; on all sides, so it
seemed, the rattle of rifle and machine-gun fire, the screaming of
shells and loud explosions.

At one point the battalion topped a rise in the ground and the
following 1s a description given by 2nd Lieutenant F. Cragg,
of the 8th Lincolnshire, of the sight which broke upon his view :

“ As we got to the crest-line, now free from obstruction, we
could see the countryside slightly, and what a sight met our eyes !
Right ahead of us was Loos in flames, this was the glare that
puzzled us : the twin towers of the big mine standing out like

1 There was an impression that organized resistance was not to be expected, so great-
coats and extra rations were ordered to be carried. (Official History, Vol. IV, p. 284.)
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great oil towers on a burning oil field. To the right and left
were the horrors of war. Close by a German, badly wounded,
called for ¢ wasser.” I stopped and gave him some, but it would
not be long before he joined his comrades. In the communica-
tion trench on our left more dead by the score . . .”

The Commanding Officer, Adjutant and Company Com-
manders were given a compass bearing to march on and by 11
p.m. the Lincolnshire had cleared the last line of old German
trenches. So far as they knew, only open country lay before
them, They then lay down for a considerable time apparently
to allow the other troops to come up.

Confronted with a difficult situation on unknown ground,
not having been in action before, without guidance from the
Commanders and Staffs who had been in the sector and had
studied its features for months past, it is not surprising that this
night march was most trying to all ranks. (See Official History,
Vol. IV, p. 284.)

The difficult nature of that advance will be appreciated from
the fact that the two support companies of Somersets on the
immediate right of the Lincolnshire, went astray in the darkness
-and fetched up with the 46th Brigade on Hill %70 between Chalet
Wood and Hill 70 Redoubt. After waiting some time, the
Brigade Commander decided to push on.

About 12 midnight 2 §th September there came a sudden burst
of rifle and machine-gun fire apparently from a wood (Chalk Pit
Wood) on our right front.r  'The wood was cleared by A Com-
pany, which suffered considerable loss. D Company on the left,
supported the right flank in their attack and then formed up about
fifty yards to the north of Chalk Pit Wood, whence it moved east
across the Lens—La Bassee Road. Here were some rough
trenches (not shown on the map) which had been begun
by some details of other battalions. The remainder of
the night was spent in improving these trenches (which were
practically nothing but shallow holes dug that afternoon in
hard chalky soil) with the entrenching tools.

Chalk Pit Wood and the Chalk Pit itself were about a mile
north-east of Loos : they lay west of the Lens—Hulluch road.
About a quarter of a mile south (also west of the road) was the
Keep, Puits No. 14 bis. The Bois Hugo lay opposite the Keep,
Le., on the eastern side of the road, an oblong shaped mass of
trees on an east and west line. Opposite the Chalk Pit was a
house along the western side of the road, which the Brigadier
had selected as Brigade Headquarters.

When dawn broke on the 26th September the disposition of
, 12'9I;h)e fire actually came from Hill 7o or even beyond it. (Offcial History, Vol. IV,
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the 8th Lincolnshire and other units of the 63rd Brigade was as
follows : A, B and C Companies of the Lincolnshire held an east
to west line, east of the Lens—Hulluch road and along the southern
edge of Bois Hugo and facing Hill 7o, three companies of the
West Yorks were on the left of the Lincolnshire facing east : the
fourth company (D) of the Lincolnshire, with the remaining
company of the West Yorks were in reserve in the angle formed
by the front line : the Somersets (less two companies) were
between the western side of the Lens—Hulluch road and the
Chalk Pit Wood, while the York and Lancaster, who by this
time had joined, carried the.Brigade line along the road north of

the Chalk Pit : but the left flank was entirely in the air. 'The
German trenches ran from Hill 70 in a north-easterly direction
past the eastern edge of Bois Hugo.

At about 8.1 5 a.m. the three companies of Lincolnshire along
the southern edge of the Bois Hugo, opened rapid rifle-fire,
which lasted for probably fifteen minutes. Their targets were
Germans who had been forced to retire across the northern slopes
~ of Hill 70 in full view. At from four to eight hundred yards.
range the Lincolnshire did considerable execution.

In firing, however, they disclosed their position to the enemy’s
artillery and soon shrapnel began to burst over the trench with
the result that one man was killed and four officers (Captain E.M.
Harrison and 2nd Lieutenants F.G. Haldwell, M.G. Rowcroft
and H. Mather) and about fifty other ranks were wounded.

"The Brigade was to attack the enemy at 11 a.m., but no written
orders were issued to battalion commanders : they were told to
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attack in an easterly direction. The Lincolnshire made one big
attack about 6.30 a.m., and advanced about seven hundred yards,
but were pushed back some four hundred yards by the enemy
about 10.30 a.m., owing to lack of support. At 9.30 am.
Colonel Walter ““reported verbally to the Brigadier that the
situation was distinctly unfavourable : that the Germans were
pushing through in large numbers and suggesting we should ask
for support.”’?

From 7.30 a.m, till 10a.m. hostile shell-fire was directed on the
whole position, but between the latter hour and 10.1 5 it suddenly
increased in intensity and the Germans attacked. Although the
Divisional artillery made good practice against the enemy, his
troops about 2 p.m. worked steadily through the eastern portion
of the Bois Hugo. Then suddenly there was a heavy rush of
hostile troops.

The enemy debouched from both sides of the Bois Hugo simul-
taneously, attacking both A, B and C Companies of the Lincoln-~
shire and the three companies of the battalion on the left. The
trenches of the latter were quickly overwhelmed, and the sur-
viving occupants fell back in a confused mass to the support
trench. Similarly, on the right, A, B and C fell back through
the Wood. The three companies of the Lincolnshire retired in
perfect order to the support trench, losing heavily both from our
own and the enemy’s shell-fire. The trench was not nearly long
or deep enough to accommodate the troops, many of whom fell
back toasheltering line of trenches west of the Lens-Hulluch road.

Hand-to-hand fighting took place and Captain L.D.McN.
Davis led two or three bayonet charges, but without success.
Here Lieut.-Colonel H.E. Walter was shot down whilst gallantly
calling on his men to go forward with him and attack the enemy.
“ He stood,” said and Lieutenant Cragg, “ not knowing what
fear was in the midst of a hot fire at close range, forty yards off,
calling on us to charge. Just as he led us he fell.”  Greatly
beloved by all ranks of the battalion for his fine soldierly qualities,
his loss was sorely felt.

Two companies, A and B, supported by C and D, attacked
about 4.30 p.m., and A Company re-took part of Bois Hugo.
At 5.30 p.m. the Germans attacked again and A Company lost
2nd Lieutenant Welsh killed, Lieutenants Reynolds and Hall
wounded and forty casualties in other ranks.

The enemy was now in complete possession of the Bois Hugo
and of the trenches which had been occupied by A, B and C
Companies of the Lincolnshire and the three front-line companies
of the West Yorks : only the trench which held the two support
companies of both battalions resisted capture, and although the

! Narrative with the 63rd Brigade Diary.
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Germans tried to rush it they were beaten back again and again.
‘They then brought up a machine-gun, which they placed on the
right under cover of the Bois Hugo and from this position
enfiladed the support trench.

‘“ Communication was extremely difficult as the holes (which
had been dug with entrenching tools) were not connected up
throughout the whole length of the trench. In order to com-
municate with those on the right therefore, we had either to pass
verbal messages or to throw written messages on from one hole
to the next. At about midday, in this way I found that Lieu-
tenants Hall and van Someran were the only officers of the

GERMAN COUNTER-ATTACK, BOIS HUGO

battalion left. Captain Davis and Lieutenant Faulkner were both
in the trench, but very badly wounded, and nothing was known
of any of the others. . . . We were, of course, in a very
awkward position, but the men had all been very cheery ; they
thought, as a result of the fighting on the 2 §th, that the enemy
were really ‘on the run’ and at first we thought that all we
had to do was to ‘sit tight’ until the main attack developed
at 11 a.m., and then go forward with it. However, 11 a.m.
came, but no sign of British troops.” (Lieutenant J. H. dlcock.)

The gallant little band of Lincolnshire and other troops who
held the support trench were practically surrounded and their
position as the day wore on was growing steadily worse. At
about 5.30 p.m., the enemy from Bois Hugo rushed the
southern portion of the trench, the occupants being unable to
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put up any further resistance, retired, A Company only having
two n.c.0.s and twenty men left. One officer who was taken
prisoner, finding that Colonel Walter still lived?, was able to go
to him and give him a drink of water.

The few officers and men wounded or unwounded who sur-
vived the attack, withdrew to about one thousand yards of old
German front line, where the Guards relieved them about 4 a.m.
on the 27th. The Brigade narrative states that *‘ subsequently
small parties of the Brigade withdrew to the (old) German front-
line trenches, the remainder of the Brigade apparently retired
straight back beyond Divisional Headquarters. On the follow-
ing morning (27th September) the remainder of the Brigade
finally concentrated in the bivouac area about half a mile north-
west of Noyelles-les-Vermelles.”

The casualties of the 8th Lincolnshire in this, their first battle
were terrible.  No less than twenty-two officers had been killed,
wounded or taken prisoner.? In other ranks the total losses were
four hundred and seventy-onekilled, wounded or missing, of whom
one hundred and forty-eight were killed or died of wounds.

On the 28th September the battalion left Vermelles and moved
by road and rail to Linghem, leaving that place on 1st October
and marching to Steenbecque. The next day another march
brought the Lincolnshire to Boore, where they billeted until the
13th of the month ; here Major R.H.G. Wilson from the 2nd
Lincolnshire, arrived and assumed command.

The 8th Battalion moved to Strazeele on the 1 sth October,
and on the 28th to billets in Armentieres, where it was employed
by the Commanding Royal Engineer, soth Division, for work
on trench defences. By the end of the month the strength of
the battalion was twenty-three officers, and six hundred and three
other ranks, It took over a sector of the front line on the 13th
November, and on the 31st December was in billets in Armen-
tieres. 'The spring of 1916 was passed in periodical tours in the
trenches, during which Captain G.E.L. Bowlby, Lieutenant
J.E.C. Fa%rweather, and 2nd Lieutenant R.B. Love were killed,
and Captain D.A. Jones and 2nd Lieutenant S. Phillips wounded.
On the 31st March the battalion went by train to Longeau,
whence it marched first to Allonville, and then, on the 8th April,
to Buire, on the River Ancre, four miles south-west of Albert,

1He died of his wounds in German hands on 29th September, rox

2 Killed: Major J-Y. Storer, Capt.and Adjutant J. 'I?ophanll), Capta;ns gCS} Stromquist
and H Coates, Licutenants L. Falkner and P.C.W. Bosworth, 2nd Lieutenants J.H.R.
Hanning, H.H. Jacobs, J.E.H. Welch and A.W. Bosworth ; wounded: Lieut.-Colonel
H.E. Walter, and died of wounds, Captain E.M. Harrison, Lieutenant F.G. Haldwell,
2nd Lieutenants F.H. Mather and J.J. Cragg ; missing : Captain L.D, McNaught Davis,
Lieutenants J.W. Reynolds, G.W. Parker (died of wounds 29/9/15) and M.A. Hall,
2nd Lieutenants E.C. van Someran, J.H. Alcock and M.G. Roweroft.
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whence it furnished large working parties. On the 14th it
moved to support positions about Becordel-Becourt village, where,
till the 22nd, much work was done on the forward trenches.

The 1st Battalion relieved the 8th on the 22nd May in the
right sector of the line opposite Fricourt, the latter moving to
La Neuville, opposite Corbie, on the Ancre.

At the end of June the 8th was detailed to support the 8th
Somersets in the attack on the German positions on the 1st July,
and, on the 3oth June, moved to Assembly Trenches near
Becordel-Becourt village.

Between the 26th September, 19135, and the 3oth June, 1916,
in addition to the officers already named, Major Taylor and 2nd
Lieutenants F.L. Gooseman and Smith were wounded. In
other ranks the total casualties in the same period were : killed
or died of wounds, thirty ; wounded, one hundred and ten.

IX
THE ACTION OF BOIS GRENIER, 2§TH SEPTEMBER

After the Battle of Aubers the 2nd Lincolnshire spent some
months in the Laventie area, either in the trenches or in billets.
In the trenches life was strenuous, shelling, sniping, and trench-
mortaring was almost constant. The casualties of the battalion
after the Battle of Aubers to the eve of the Action of Bois Grenier
were 2nd Lieutenant W.M. Robertson, missing off patrol and
died, and 2nd Lieutenant Ross wounded. In other ranks the
losses were twenty-four killed, and ninety-two wounded.

"The latter part of August was spent in Sailly, a welcome relief ;
but the battalion was back in the trenches at Bois Grenier in
September, and received orders for attack in the Action of Bois
Grenier, when it was in Bac St.. Maur towards the end of the
month.

In order to distract the enemy’s attention from the main opera-
tions at Loos, and hold his troops to their ground along other
parts of the front, subsidiary attacks took place at Le Bridoux,
Pietre, and Bellewaarde Farm, east of Ypres. In the first of
these, known officially as the action of Bois Grenier, the 8th
Division attacked the enemy, the 2nd Lincolnshire being engaged
in the operations opposite the small village of Le Bridoux, which
lay in the German lines. _

The assault was made by three battalions of the 2 5th Brigade
on a front of twelve hundred yards between Corner Fort and
Bridoux Fort, two works in the German front line. This was
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comparatively straight ; but the British front line formed a
pronounced salient towards the German line, where the Bois
Grenier—Bridoux road passes through it, and a corresponding
re-entrant between this road, and a point in our line opposite
Corner Fort.

At 6.55 p.m. on the 24th September the and Lincolnshire
left billets in Bac St. Maur for assembly positions on the left of
the Brigade sector. The Lincolnshire companies took post as
follows :

B Company (Captain Barker) in Assembly Trenches on the
right (east) of the Bois Grenier—Bridoux road.

A Company (Captain French)on the left of B, in rear of the right
half of the salient.

C Company (Captain Griffin) held the fire parapet of the
salient with two platoons, and had two platoons in trenches three
hundred and fifty yards in rear.

D Company (Captain Hoskyns) in Assembly Trenches to the
left (west) of the road.

The frontage allotted to the Lincolnshire was approximately
two hundred and seventy-five yards, one hundred and twenty
yards to the east of the road, and one hundred and fifty-five to
the west of it. The 2nd Royal Berkshire were on the right of
the Lincolnshire, and the 2nd Rifle Brigade on the right of the
line. The distance between our front trench and the German
was about one hundred yards opposite Corner Fort, and Fort
Bridoux, and about two hundred in the centre of the re-entrant.
The space in the salient was so restricted that the Lincolnshire
were much crowded.

At 4.25 a.m. the artillery opened fire on the German first and
second-line trenches, and covered both flanks. Two field guns
were placed in the front-line trench with instructions to open
rapid fire on the enemy’s trench one hundred yards away just
before the infantry attack. The result was to draw all available
hostile fire on the salient for the rest of the day, making com-
munication and movement almost impossible. ~ The two guns
and their crews were very soon obliterated. Sheltered by the
fire the assaulting battalions crept forward and at 4.30 a.m. they
charged. Corner Fort was captured immediately by the 2nd
Rifle Brigade, while in the centre the Berkshire carried the
German line between the Lozenge and the 5th Point : they failed,
however, to capture The Angle owing to heavy machine-gun fire.

On the left a sunken mine, running from the Lincolnshire
trenches across No Man’s Land to the German lines, was
exploded. 'This mine had been sunk in order that the excavation
caused by the explosion might provide a communication trench
after the enemy’s lines had been taken. 'The mine “ went up ”
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at 4.29 a.m, One minute later the Lincolnshire swarmed across
No Man’s Land.

The spirit of the battalion is shown in the following incident :
before reaching the enemy’s parapet a man fell to the ground,
shot through the chest—he was thought to be dead. Some time
later he was observed minus his tunic, groaning painfully but
dragging himself over the enemy’s parapet. Such as his indo-
mitable pluck and courage that he wanted to be with his com-
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rades and join in the fight. He stumbled over into the trench,
was then picked up by stretcher-bearers and hurried back across
No Man’s Land to the first aid station. But nothing could be
done for him and he died shortly afterwards.

On the left D Company, led by Captain Hoskyns, rushed the
Bridoux Fort and immediately gained a footing in it. On
reaching the German front line, touch was lost with the Berk-
shire on the right. Lieutenant Leslie, collecting a party, and
with bomb and bayonet, attacked along the German trench,
fighting his way from traverse to traverse, in a most gallant and
determined fashion, till touch was gained with the Berkshire.
He was awarded the Legion of Honour.
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Eighty Germans were taken prisoners in the fort and many
;?lci)rr: Z;eé-ekalled in the neighbourhood. By 8 a.m. the Lincoln-
erkshire had gained touch and the German front-line
trench was held from the western end of the Lozenge to the
eastern end of Bridoux Fort. The Rifle Brigade held Corner
Post and the front line thence for about two hundred yards east
of it.  But the gap between the Rifles and the Berkshire was
never captured.

The enemy now launched violent counter-attacks and the
pressure on D Company became severe. A platoon of A Com-
pany was therefore sent to assist the former : part of two com-
pantes of the Royal Irish Rifles also came up and for the time
being the pressure was relieved. Another hostile counter-attack
on the Fort was made by the enemy, and on this occasion the
situation became critical. 'The supply of bombs had run out,
and the gallant Lincolnshire, attacked practically on all sides,
were forced out of the Fort, but they clung desperately to the
outside of the parapets until the pressure on both flanks and the
front became so severe that the Fort had to be totally evacuated.
The time was about 2 p.m.

Meanwhile, at 12.30 p.m. the right of the battalion