
Certificate of Exemption * AGAR 2022123 Form *
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or Eross expenditure
did nr:t exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2023, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section I of the LocalAudit
(Smallen Authorities) Regulations 20'l 5
There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2023 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later
than 30 June 2023 notifying the external auditor.

SOUTH WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
certifies that during the financial year 2022123, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2022123: f 1 ,060

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2022123: f905

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of 9210 +VAT will be payable,

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2019. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2021122),lhe external auditor has not:. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it. issued an advisory notice under paragraph '1(1) of Schedule B to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice
' commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,

and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act
lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).
TheAnnual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage" before 1 July 2023
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.
Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date

Signed by Chairman

Generic email address of Authority

clerk@south-will ing ha m.org
*Published web address

"&W-
I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this fi nSt2OZ3authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

11(i)
Telephone number

07765 248101

south-willingham.org

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2023. Reminder lefters for late submission will incur a charge of €40 + VAT.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2
I rral ,-rrrnrila lq+rpnal F\rainaaa AaarAo anA a+har Qmallar Arrlhnri{iac

1210512023

Date

1710512023
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To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or Eross expenditure
did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 tvlarch 7^023, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section I of the LocalAudit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2023 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later
than 30 June 2023 notifying the external auditor.

SOUTH WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

certifies that during the financial year 2022123, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2022123: C1 ,060

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2022123: t905

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot ceftify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2019. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2021122), lhe external auditor has not:. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it. issued an advisory notice under paragraph '1(1) of Schedule B to the LocalAudit and Accountability Act

2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 2B(3) of the Act,

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).
The Annual lnternal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before I July 2O23
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements,
Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date

1210512023

Date

1710512023

17 t05t2023
Signed by Chairman

I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

11(i)bJ.uftd-uv d'o*cvu
Generic email address of Authority

clerk@south-will ing ha m.org
*Published web address

Telephone number

47765 248101

south-willingham.org

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2023. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of €40 + VAT.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2
I ^^-l r\^"^^;l^ l-+^.^^l n'-;^^^^ E)^^.r|- anel a+har Qmallar A r rf hnriliao

Page 3 of 6



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2A22123

=tia#n_5 
!{ AM , G.6,flFl$.l i#

.....-:.:,,, -. ::: | : : ::.:::ut:tltrt :;:i;:: ::: : :::::::i

During the financral year ended 31 March 2023, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.
The internal audit for 2A22'23 has been carried out in accordani:*: with this authority's needs and planned coverage,
On the basis of ihe findings in the areas examined, the internal a:-rdit conclusions are summarised in this table.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,
in all significant respects, the conttol objeetives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard
adequate io meet the needs of this authority.

C" This authonty assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these

I n. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
r the budget uras regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.
E. Expected income was tully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked: and IAT was appropriately accounied for.
F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was

approved and VAT accounteci for.
G" Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

l'1. Asset and investments were complete and accurate and mainlained.

K" lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2021122, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt $f the authority had a Iimited assurance
revr'euv of ifs 2021/22 AGAR tick "not covered"l

L. The authority published the required inforrnation on a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provideil loi ii ;reriod for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audrt Regulations {dr;ru,,it' r,';e 2022^23 AGAR periad,
were public rights in relaticsn ta the 2021-22 AGAR evidenced by a nalice an the website and/ar
authority appraved rnrnufes confirming the dates -setj.

f,l. The authority has cornplied with the publication requirements tbr 2021/22 AGAR
(seeAGAR FaEe t $uidanr:e lVotesJ.

O. (For local councils only)i v. \r ur rvuor uuuttLtts vtrty,
I Trust funds (including charitable) - The councilTrust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee

For any cther risk areas identifled by this authoritv adequate controls existed (l!st any ether risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date{s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carrie_d -out]l9ln9Ll"| "ydit,_.-

Signature of person who
carried outthe internal audit a.lli:'1 H Ail 2.At?3, u7:,.', ;;

f,L llitl lt;l ir.it?i,rii:.::::
-$ffii&.R{it$Stj'.,,'',rh

Annual Gavernance and Accountability Reiurn 2A2212:J Forni 2
r-scal Councils, lniernal Drainage Boards and other Sn-tallerAuthonties
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ANNUAT TNTERNAL AUDTT REPORT 2022-23

SOUTH WITTINGHAM PARISH COUNCIT

NOT COVERED items

F: No petty cash kept

G: No salaried empioyees and no allowances to members

H: No assets or investments held



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement2AZZ123
We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for 
"n.rring 

tnut tn"r" is a sounO ,yrt"r of int"rnul control, inaf rOing arrangement" lor-
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

*For any statement to which the response is 'no',

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

an explanation must be published

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on:

......,,,;1+;;, il;,r, |ft ,,1,7,/frl ;[,flfr&&'='-: - : :ttttl

and recorded as minute reference:

approval was given;

chairman u$,'0db-**\ t*:-\J\
:r'1.

Clerk = ffi'

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

{;tt,
prepared its accounting statements in accordance
.L,rith the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

:4 made proper arrangefients ancl accepted responsibillty
for safeguarding the publlc money and resaurces in
its charge.

3, We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matlers of actual or poiential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial efiect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

'yt
has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4, We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

i{=,
during the year gave all persons rnieresled the oppoftunity lo
inspect and ask quesflons about this authority's accounts,

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authorjty and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other tisks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

Vt,
arranged for a competent person. indepencJeht of the firtancial

internal controls meet the needs of this smallet authotity
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised

in reports from iniernal and external audit. {!.
responded to matter| brought to its attention by interna! and
external audit.

8, We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitmentS, events or transactions, occurring either
durrng or afler the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

tu
disclosed everything it should have about its buslness
duing the year including events taking place after the
end if relevant.

activity
Year

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and. if required, independent
examination or audit.

has net all of its responsibilities wherc as a body
corporate l/ is a so/e managing trustee of a loca! trust
or frusis.

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022!23 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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$ection 2 - Accounting Statements 2022123 for

SOUTH WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Total balances and reserves atthe beginning ofthe year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees- Include gross sa/aries and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess sfar7costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital

6, (-) All other payments

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6),

B. Total value of cash and
short term investments 1,929 2,084

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shotl term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

0 c
The value of all the propefty the authority ewns - it is made
up of all its fixed assefs and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
0 c

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third pafties (including PWLB)-

The Council, as a body corporate, acls as sole trustee and
ls responslb/e for managing Trust funds or assefs.

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
include anv Trust transactions.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date 12t0512023

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

17t05t2023

as recorded in minute reference.

1 1 (iii)

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2
I ^^^l ,'\^' '^^;l- l^l^.^^l F\rainaaa Daarna and a{har Qmallar Ar rfhnrif iac
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SOUTH WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORTTY)
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2O14 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

The Accou nts ancl Audit (Goronavirus rr r rgr rut I tEt tt 2020 (st 2020t404
NOTICE NOTES

1. Date of
a n nou n cem ent_20. 05. 2023

2, Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor's review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make eopies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any penion interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2020, these documents will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

SHIRLEY ASQUITH, CLERK

01507 313832

commencing on (c) 5 June2023

and ending on (d) _ _14 July 2023

3. Local government electorc and their representatives also have:

. The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

. The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD
(sba@pkf-littleiohn.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e) PAUL ELLIOTT, RFO

(a)

(b)

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
address/telephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period beiween (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must start on or before 1

September 2020.

(e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authoritv


